Film Review:  STRUCTURE
I. TITLE:

· Keep it simple; don’t be cute; identify the topic & the main idea.

· Film Title + Judgment  OR Film Title + Assignment (film review)

I. Introduction: 
· Open with a relevant GENERALIZATION, STATISTIC, or QUOTE (from the movie or a review).

· Narrow towards your topic (“Some” and “Others”).

· After you introduce the film you will discuss in the essay, give some brief background of the movie.

· Include a brief PLOT SUMMARY in which you discuss the ACTORS, DIRECTORS, and WRITERS.

· To keep it concise, use appositives, relative clauses, adjectives.

· “In this Richard Donner-directed movie based on a Stephen King novel, Jack, played by Brad Pitt, marries (with ulterior motives) Diane, played by Angelina Jolie.”

· Similar to the background in a Narrative Essay.

· END this paragraph with clearly stated THESIS.

· Go beyond “I liked it.” (as a matter of fact, stay out of 1st person POV)
· Is the movie entertaining?  Does it keep the viewer’s interest?  Does it touch the viewer?  Is it worth the viewer’s time and money?  Would viewers be glad they saw it?

· Thesis Statement:  

· topic + main idea + support (film title + judgment + film elements)
II. SIDE #1 Analysis:
· Discuss fully, fairly, and objectively the opposite viewpoint’s 2-3 main points (Strengths or Weaknesses), in the emphatic order.

· Discuss 1 point per paragraph

· In these paragraphs, you are acknowledging the other side of the argument.

· This organizational scheme establishes the “Rogerian Method.”

· Discuss the movie’s strengths if you will focus on the weaknesses or vice-versa.

· Segue (transition) from your thesis to the other side of the issue.

· “While some thoroughly despised every aspect of Celluloid Junk and sincerely wish they could sue the movie studio for both the two hours and the twenty dollars they wasted watching it, others—mostly the critics—raved about it.  For example, one favorable feature concerns its characterization.”

III. Side #2 Analysis: 

· Discuss fully, fairly, and objectively the dominant viewpoint’s 3-5 main points (obviously more points than Side #1), the Strengths or Weaknesses, in the emphatic order.
· Support your thesis, point, claim, or assertion.

· Support 

· with examples/reasons (details from specific scenes) 
· and material from reviews.

· Segue (transition) from the other side of the issue to your side.

· “However,” “On the contrary,” “On the other hand”….

· “Despite the critic’s (bribed?) reception of Celluloid Junk,  ….”
IV. Conclusion: 

· Bring your essay full-circle by referring to your opening:  generalization or scenario.
· Restate your thesis and supporting (main) points.

· End with a recommendation of film based on your evidence. (an objective “thumbs up,” so to speak)
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