Film Review:  OVERVIEW
PURPOSE:
· to analyze critically and objectively the strengths and weaknesses of a work of art

· to apply the critical thinking skills covered throughout the semester

· to utilize the lexicon of critical thinking terms developed throughout the semester

LENGTH:

· 4-6 pages

· last page =  Works Consulted page (not included in the page count above)
LEXICON:
	Critical Thinking, Reading, Writing Skills
	Film Elements

	· Toulmin Method:  

· claims, grounds, warrants

· “Analyze”(Reading Tools):

· Overgeneralizations, Stereotypes

· Assumption, Insightful Lines

· Persuasive Appeals:

· Logos, Pathos, Ethos 

· Subtext

· Fallacies
	· Characterization 

· Plot

· Cinematography

· Direction

· Pacing

· Acting

· Theme

· Setting

· Music/sound

· Value


SOURCES:

· 3-5 sources

· quality, reliable, professional critics (see “Film Review:  Web sites”)

· no blogs, Wikipedia, about.com

GRAMMAR:
· present tense verbs when referring to film

· film titles = underlined
· dialogue quotes get quotation marks

· source quotes get quotation marks & parenthetical citations

· 3rd person POV:  no “I” and no “you” (objective)

TRANSITIONS:

· between essay sections (Intro, Body, Conclusion)

· between points, to enumerate

· to set up examples

SPECIFICITY:

· specific scenes for illustration

· vivid, detailed description

· dialogue quotes

