MOVIE REVIEW
OBJECTIVES:
This movie review is designed to reflect the themes and material of this course, so think of this less as a movie review you would read in the local newspaper and more of a final exam. As such, you are expected to “show what you know” regarding critical reading and research writing. 

Thus, you will be evaluating the movie in terms of its strengths and weaknesses, but these strengths and weaknesses will be phrased using the critical thinking, reading, and writing lexicon we have developed over the semester:  subtext, logos, pathos, ethos, and the logical fallacies.  
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ORGANIZATION:
If the movie has more strengths than weaknesses, you will first discuss the shortcomings (one per paragraph) and then the positive features (one per paragraph).  Conversely, if the movie has more weaknesses than strengths, you will discuss first the strengths and then the weaknesses.

Each body paragraph will contain one idea:  a strength or weakness.  Name it in the Topic Sentence, explain it briefly, illustrate it (scene description and critic quote), and reiterate it in the Clincher Sentence.
SAMPLE PARAGRAPH:
To illustrate, if you dislike the overly sentimental ending (a weakness), then one paragraph may be organized like this:

Another weakness of Ridiculous Sharks’ The Tear Jerker is the abundance of pathetic appeals made throughout.  In other words, it relies on ad Misericordiam, a logical fallacy that abuses pathos, that yields emotion as a weapon.  In Tear Jerker, this is especially evident in its ending, where the writers try to tug on the proverbial heart strings rather than craft an organic, realistic conclusion.  In the final scene, the entire family defies all odds to make it to the hospital room to gather around the matriarch’s death bed.  Even noted film critic Ari Stotle notes this overtly and overly sentimental closing:  “As if the rest of this movie weren't bad enough, its ending was over the top, even for a movie based on a Ridiculous Sharks novel.  First, I have to swallow the fact that the patient who’s been dying of the latest cause célèbre has miraculously held on just long enough for everyone to say their final good-byes, which are so trite the audience was predicting the next words before they were woefully delivered.  And, of course, while Idaho Tanning, the human Cabbage Patch doll, blubbers the lines that no 5 year old could ever utter, we have to endure the moody piano and lush strings of another Tara McLaughlin saccharine ballade.  The punch line comes when the comatose dowager wakes up long enough to say, ‘I love you all.’ Please!” (par. 9).  Unfortunately, this dependence upon ad Misericordiam was not the only weakness in Tear Jerker.

*Please remember to underline your movie title throughout.
*Please use PRESENT tense verbs when referring to the movie.
