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Racist Banner Hung on Market Street Bridge
Sign promoting Keystone State Skinheads is latest in a series of recent racist messages in area.

By Sheena Delazio sdelazio@timesleader.com, Staff Writer, April 6, 2008

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

WILKES-BARRE -- For the fifth time in the past eight days, another racist message has appeared publicly in Luzerne County.

A banner promoting the Keystone State Skinheads organization hangs on the Market Street Bridge on Sunday.

The banner on the Market Street Bridge, which promotes the Keystone State Skinheads organization, reads, “Preserve Our Heritage,” on a white bed sheet with black spray paint. The sign was hung on the west side of the bridge and also promotes the organization’s Web site, www.keystoneunited.com.

It comes just a day after similar fliers were posted in Shickshinny and earlier last week in Pittston, and days after police arrested two teenage girls – one a self-proclaimed Nazi – on charges of spray-painting anti-Semitic words and symbols on two buildings, the Ohav Zedek Synagogue and the vacant Mertz Building on Conyngham Avenue.

According to the Keystone State Skinheads Web site, the KSS was formed in September 2001 by a “small group of skinheads” residing in Harrisburg, with the goal of uniting all racially aware skinheads in Pennsylvania. The organization has a local branch in Dunmore with a P.O. Box address.

“They seem to keep putting (banners up) under the disguise of nightfall,” said Ron Felton, president of the local chapter of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. “Obviously they don’t want to be detected, but want to promote their cause by defacing public property.”

Felton said he will not let the actions go unnoticed. He is planning to put together an anti-hate platform summit, and follow up with the Pennsylvania Human Relations Commission to ask for guidance or advice on what can be done.

“We’d done something like (that) before, and it worked. The organization got quiet and now they’re back,” Felton said. “People are just consumed with so much hate … (we have to) let it be known this isn’t going to be tolerated.”

Felton said early Sunday night that he hadn’t heard about the banner, and no one called to express concern.

“Within the last two months, there seems to be an issue of making themselves known,” Felton said. “It started with an (NAACP) executive committee member bringing in a flier, and yesterday with the mayor of Shickshinny calling about the postings in that area … and now one in Wilkes-Barre. It seems to be some kind of organized effort to make themselves known.”

Several e-mails to the KSS were not answered as of late Sunday night.

On the KSS Web site, several photos are posted of members producing large banners, some reading “American jobs for American workers” or “Take back our streets,” under the subheading of “Activism in Wilkes-Barre.”

In each of the photos, people’s faces are either blurred out or blackened out. 

“It’s like they want to have their cake and eat it, too,” Felton said. “They want to promote their cause but not take responsibility for what they are doing. If (they’re) so concerned, do it in the daytime. They don’t want to pay the consequences that go along with doing what they’re doing.”

Wilkes-Barre city police and Mayor Tom Leighton said as of Sunday night they hadn’t received any calls about the banner. Leighton said he would take a look at the banner to decide what action should be taken.

Calls to Kingston Mayor James Haggerty about the banner were not returned Sunday night, and borough police said they hadn’t received any calls about it, and that they wouldn’t since the bridge is in Wilkes-Barre’s territory.
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