FALLACIES ACTIVITIES

I. INSUFFICIENT EVIDENCE

1.      Overgeneralization

2.      Card Stacking

3.      Post Hoc ergo Propter Hoc

4.      Ad Ignorantium
Overgeneralization:   Find his overgeneralizations.
Classroom instruction around the world, at all levels, is typically didactic, one-dimensional, and indifferent, when not antithetical to reason.  Blank faces are taught barren conclusions in dreary drills.  There is nothing sharp, nothing poignant, no exciting twist or turn of mind or thought, nothing fearless, nothing modest, no struggle, no conflict, no rational give-and-take, no intellectual excitement or discipline, no pulsation in the heart or mind.  Students are not expected to ask for reasons to justify what they are told to believe.  They do not questions what they see, hear, or read, nor are they encouraged to do so.  They do not demand that subject matter “make sense” to them.  They do not challenge the thinking of other students not expect their thinking to be challenged by others.  Indeed, they do not expect to have to think at all. 
From the introduction (ix) of Richard Paul’s Critical Thinking:  What Every Person Needs to Survive in a Rapidly Changing World (1993) [M&P 277]

Insufficient Evidence:  Note which fallacy the statement demonstrates.
1. Some NFL players weigh over 300 pounds; therefore, we can conclude that football makes people fat.

2. It’s interesting to speculate about the Loch Ness Monster, Big Foot, and the Abominable Snowman, but no one has ever proved such things exist.  Therefore, it’s safe to conclude they don’t

3. Charlie Chaplin was a world-renowned comedian, silent film star, producer, and director.  He was surely one of the most creative artists in film history.  No wonder so many people throughout the world loved him.

4. Mr. and Mrs. Cartouche sued Dogs and Beans fast food hut because after eating there they became ill.

5. “Before amassing his fortune with the enormous royalties from the publication of his hugely popular Mein Kampf, Hitler earned a living by using his artistic skills to produce paintings that were sold to the public or used for postcards. Hitler was a great student of the fine arts and studied music, opera, painting, sculpture, and architecture. While living in Vienna under conditions of poverty, he read voraciously and still managed to spend whatever meager income he had to attend lectures, concerts, opera, and the theater. Even when he barely had enough money to survive he refused to compromise and always purchased the best paints, brushes, paper, and canvas. As a remarkably prolific artist, he is estimated to have created between 2000 and 3000 drawings, watercolors, and oil paintings. His artistic talent revealed itself at an early age and continued painting and drawing throughout his life. Even while behind the front lines in World War 1, he continued to paint in his spare time and contributed instructional drawings and cartoons to the military newspaper. His art continued throughout his leadership of Germany and included detailed building plans, furniture design, city planning, and monuments.” (from <Hitler.org/art>)

6. I have dozens of articles that say AIDS is always fatal; it makes no difference if you can find one or two that say otherwise.

7. After WWII, General Eisenhower became president of the US.  War is good training for the presidency.

8. There is no proof OJ Simpson killed his wife. Therefore, he is innocent.

9. Father suffered the terrible pain of arthritis rather than take the codeine pills his doctor prescribed.  He feared he might become addicted to the strong opiate in codeine.

10. It is certain that every college student is committed to reading, writing, and diligently studying for years on end to earn a degree.

[M&P 279-80]
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