FALLACIES ACTIVITIES

IV. FAULTY REASONING
1.    False Dilemma

2.    Non Sequitur

3.    Rationalization

4.    Reductio ad Absurdum

5.    Slippery Slope

Which fallacy is demonstrated in each statement?
1. Thelma refused to experiment with modern expressionism for fear that her art would degenerate to meaningless scribbling.

2. Joe found his car windows smashed and all its tires flat.  “It must have been aliens,” he said.

3. Many of DeSmith’s patients have died of cancer, so she must not be a very good doctor.

4. Without a college education, many high school seniors must look forward to jobs that are boring, repetitious, and low-paying.

5. You must avoid bunging-jumping or face the possibility of a fatal accident.

6. If jogging a mile a day is good for me, it must be even better for me to jog 2 or 3 miles a day.

7. I admit I’ve gone through the budget too fast this month, but don’t forget there have been a lot of birthdays, anniversaries, holidays, and other unexpected events this year.

8. I know I stepped on your earphones, but it was really your fault for leaving them on the floor.

9. Aunt Emma refused to let anyone bring a cooler of beer to the family picnic because, she said, they would all just get drunk and rowdy and crude.

10. Myrna wept while trying to explain her failing grade in chemistry.  “It wasn’t my fault,” she cried; “Professor Reisling just hates me.”
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