“Regionalization Would Give Patch Towns Short End of the Stick”

Joseph Woitko, Beaver Meadows Times Leader (1/11/04)
· read this editorial
· and contrast the writer's ETHOS with that of Martin Luther King

Patch town people of the anthracite northeast are caught between a rock and a hard place.  Screwballs to the left of us, screwballs to the right of us.  It seems the only thing they have in common is their proclivity to milk the taxpayer for all he’s worth.

Left-wing apologist Tom Bigler uses the Brookings Institution as his authority for the statement, “we have a surplus of local governments… no one wants to surrender to a much larger general authority.”

The Brookings study was done by left-wing, ivory tower visionaries like Bigler himself.  Bigler uses the back Mountain enclave of those high-priced, unskilled laborers called professionals, the product of his own life, as examples of good citizenship and good government.

Perhaps, now that he is professor emeritus and has time on his hands, Bigler should read that classic expose on left-wing ideology called “Animal Farm.”  On the farm everyone is equal, except for the pigs that are more equal than everyone else.

Not since the dark ages has there been a class of nouveau riche nobility riding on the backs of America’s new serfs as (this) government-sponsored class of professionals.  Go to never-never land, take a couple of courses about nothing and you too can get a degree that makes you an authority on everything.

No group has pigged out at the community trough as much as those high-priced unskilled laborers called school teachers.

As for the right wing, not so long ago, a politician who believes as most area politicians do, that government should be run like a business for the profit of the elected.
And the president of the school board at the time, referred to area teachers as nothing but a bunch of whores. Teachers were aghast that anyone could see their noble profession that way.

At a time when the Americans are changing the name of French fries to Freedom Fries, there is the out of country Frenchman who owns that broken-down old shell of a factory who also happens to be a big “donator” to the local political pig trough.  When it comes to government under the table, France is one of the most corrupt in Europe.

I wonder how that Frenchman found Hazleton?  The area seems to be gaining a world reputation.  KOZ status, plus substantial down payment in community development funds, plus much more promised.  Not a bad return on Frenchie’s investment in Hazleton-style government.

Hazleton Area Public Library is in dire need of patron parking space.  Across the street is a lot with a “no parking, private property” sign.

Before the election, community development funds were used to remove an old parochial school located there.  I’m sure the parishioners showed their gratitude in the voting booth. 

Separation of Church and State Hazleton style.

The patch where I live is a one cop-car town, but when the car isn’t parked in front of the borough building, it’s roaming the streets of the town.  In the recent campaign, Hazleton’s mayor said he would like to put a police substation on Wyoming Street just two blocks from the current station.  This just happens to be where the Hispanic community lives.

Let’s speculate:  If Hazleton had an area police force, guess where the Beaver Meadow Borough police car would be parked.

Beaver meadow’s main street is clean, with new, lighted Christmas wreaths on the poles.  Hazleton’s decorations are old, dirty and, like the city’s political establishment, a bunch of burned out bulbs.

Area patch towns only get the bones the politicians leave behind.  With regionalization they wouldn’t even get the bones.

Hazleton Area experienced regionalization through the school district jointure.  There is no evidence the quality of education improved, and a gathering preponderance to the opposite.

The only thing the people got was higher taxes.  “Larger general authority” is just another name for cancerous growth of the political kind.  More power to those who already have too much.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· Regionalization:  combining towns, forming regions, usually for administrative  purposes
· Patch Town:  former coal mining town owned by coal company

· KOZ:  Keystone Opportunity Zones, land-development deal with reduced or no taxes

