MLA vs. APA Documentation Style

	
	MLA
	APA

	CURRICULUM:
	· Humanities 
	· Social Sciences

	FOCUS:
	· Authorship 
	· Dates of Publication

	BIBLIOGRAPHY:
	· Works Cited or Works Consulted

· reverse just the 1st author

· full names (if given)

· “and”

· et al. (4+)

· date:  place varies by source type

· medium (Web or Print)

· capitalize the major words of a title 

· capitalize title’s 1st and last words  
	· References

· reverse each author

· first & middle initials 

· “&”

· list all authors

· date:  follows authors (in parentheses)

· no medium noted

· capitalize only the 1st word of a title

· capitalize proper nouns

	AUTHORS:
	· reverse just the 1st author

· full names (if given)

· “and”

· et al. (4+)
	· reverse each author

· first & middle initials 

· “&”

· list all authors

	ARTICLES:
	· place “quotation marks” around titles
	· use no quotation marks

	CAPITALIZATION:
	· capitalize the major words of a title 

· capitalize title’s 1st and last words  
	· capitalize only the 1st word of a title

· capitalize proper nouns

	DATES:
	· location varies by source type

· Day Mo. Year.

· abbreviate  all months except May, June, July
	· located after authors, in parentheses

· (Year, Month Day).

· no period, if abbreviate month

· *location due to focus (above)

	MEDIUM:
	· medium (Web or Print) is identified
	· medium is not noted

	IN-TEXT CITATIONS:
	(Author Page Referent).
	(Author, Date, p.#).

	PUNCTUATION:
	· NO:  p., pg., or ppg. for page #
· NO commas, except for Bonus Info
	· use “p.” for page #
· use commas between each item

	PAGE REFERENTS:


	· where in the source can this material be found – its context

· page # (just the numeral)

· subheading (capitalized like a title, single quotation marks
· paragraph # (par.#)
	· use “p.#” for page #
· use “para. #” for paragraph #

	LEAD-INS:
	· if author’s name is used in the Lead-In, it doesn’t need to be repeated in the citation
· still use the Page Referent

· (par.7).
	· if the author’s name is used in the Lead-In, then the (date) will appear next to it; thus, the date won’t need to be repeated in the citation
· (p.49).

	AUTHORS w/SAME LAST NAME:
	· use first initial to differentiate
· (A. Smythe 672).
	· use first initial to differentiate
· (A. Smythe, 2010, p.672).

	“and”:
	· “and” in the Lead-In and on WC page

· and in the citation 
	· “and” in the Lead-In
· “&” in the citation & in References

	More than 1 Work by Same Author:
	· comma + “Article Title” + space + PR

· (Schultz, “Causes” par.2).
	· comma + “Article Title”, Date, p.#

· (Schultz, “Causes”, 1999, par.2).


