Sprechen Sie MLA?

· here's an apt ANALOGY as we segue to Documentation:

· Learning documentation & the MLA style is very much like studying a foreign language
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as we discuss documentation & the MLA citation format, it probably sounds like I'm speaking a foreign language - 

· using words & phrases that sound so alien to you

· it's a process
· no one "gets it" on his/her 1st pass

· no one starts speaking "fluent MLA" on the 1st day

· *it takes time & patience

· practice makes perfect (or, at least, familiar)

· the more you use it, the more familiar it becomes

· it starts to make sense

· *this is where my expectations lie

· use it or lose it

· practice, practice, practice

· this is why we will do several exercises, abstracts, & essays

· otherwise, like a foreign language, you will start to lose what you've gained

· because it is new & because it is difficult, 

· it is quickly purged from short-term memory

· there is a "grammar" to MLA

· a set of rules that govern when to do what

· they are precise -- this is exactly where the period goes, e.g.

· once you get "the hang of" these rules, everything starts making sense

· another analogy might be learning to drive a car

· you were "sorta kinda" familiar with the concept

· it looks easy
· but then you sit behind the wheel of the car & feel the weight of it all & realize that there's a lot more to it than you originally thought

· practice, practice, practice
· all those rules! 

· (another grammar system)
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& they are precise, exact

