DEFINITION used for argument
ABUSIVE RELATIONSHIPS Violent partner is no true love
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Love never punches.

Love doesn’t taunt or threaten.

Love won’t dictate who your friends are or continually try to cut you off from your family.

Love won’t scream in your face, calling you a whore and a dozen other nasty names. It won’t text horrible messages to you or seek to shame you on Facebook. It won’t sneak looks at your cellphone, tracking who else you called.

Love never accuses.

Love won’t willfully crush your spirit, then pretend to be your only fan. Love won’t force you to drink alcohol or try drugs, commit crimes or lie for it. Love won’t look past you, leering at your friend. Or your daughter.

Love never deliberately locks you out of the house or trashes your belongings, then begs for forgiveness.

Love won’t arrive in the middle of the night, reeking of alcohol, demanding sex. It won’t wave a gun muzzle in your direction or slide a knife blade over your skin. It won’t terrorize the children.

Love never kicks you in the stomach, harms the dog or hurts the baby.

Love doesn’t demean.

Love won’t intentionally put your life in jeopardy or send you to an emergency room, bruised and bleeding. Love won’t give you a black eye, then cover up the cause when people ask what happened. Love won’t turn away the police at the door, telling them everything’s OK inside. Love won’t laugh at your pain. Love doesn’t make excuses.

Love won’t use you to look better in front of its friends or simply to feel good about itself. It won’t cause an ugly scene in your workplace or school. It never leaves you feeling totally dependent, helpless even, and wondering, dear God, what should I do.

Love doesn’t abuse and apologize, abuse and apologize and return to abuse again.

That’s not what love is. No amount of drugstore candy, Valentine’s cards or paper hearts can conceal the truth.

If you — or someone you know — is in an abusive relationship, get help from the professionals who understand the emotional damage and all-too-real danger of domestic violence. Ask for advice on how to safely escape the situation as soon as possible. Find shelter. Stop the hurt.
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Valentine’s Day, analogous to Christmas, marriage, sports, the Olympics, & diversity, welfare, or affirmative action – those socially beneficial, redeeming, & enriching holidays, rites, pastimes, and practices – has become perverted from its original constructive intent – a shadow of its former self.
Through its overt customs & its subtext, it teaches both men and women so many wrong lessons.

MEN

· that love and sex are one & the same

· that you can buy your way into a woman’s heart

· that love is based on materialism, material goods, what you buy her
· that you can buy your way into a woman’s bed

· similarly, that flowers, chocolates or diamonds are an alternate version of the Spanish Fly 

· that Valentine’s Day is merely a version of legalized prostitution

· that you can buy women

· that you can buy your way out of trouble – that you can be the biggest tool, at best taking her for granted, at worst physically, mentally, and/or verbally abusing her, and this one day & its tokens make everything square -  a get-out-of-jail-free card, that’s sometimes quite literal when she refuses to press charges & blames her own clumsiness
· that Valentines are the papal indulgences of the present age

· that you have to be guilted into doing something nice for her, which, of course, is a sure-fire way to create resentment, hypocrisy, dishonesty – nothing breeds insincerity like a compulsory act, such as being forced to go to church, school, business meetings, the in-laws’ house or to pay taxes or interview a coach based on the color of his skin
· that you have to have somebody, that you can’t be alone 

WOMEN:

· that love and sex are one & the same

· that you have to prostitute yourself to get love (or what passes as love, to the pathetic & desperate)

· that the price of your heart or body is an insincere card, cheap chocolate, flowers that will last longer than this “relationship,” or re-branded conflict diamonds

· that love is based on material goods, on how many baubles he can buy you

· that you have a price tag, that you should have a price tag, & that you should set it pitifully low
· that it’s acceptable that he treats you worse than the dog, as a mere sex slave, a whore, a receptacle for him to plug in to whenever he wants to get turned on, a maid with benefits, a punching bag, a psychological American Standard, a scapegoat for him to dump all his shortcomings onto – because this one night (or 30 minutes of it) & its cheap, last-minute gifts make up for it all

· that you have to guilt him into doing nice things for you – because we all know that the bedrock for every healthy relationship is guilt, a house built on insincerity, obligation, mind games
· that you’re just a sheep who will follow any shepherd home, as long as you get attention or have some diversion from looking deeply at yourself in the mirror

· that you have to have somebody, that you can’t be alone – oh, gawd, no, not that! You can’t be alone on this Friday night or any Friday night, gawd forbid you actually spend time by yourself & develop into a self-actualized, self-confident, self-sufficient, autonomous individual/adult

The chasm between theory and practice is wide enough and deep enough to send any and all well-intentioned souls to their dusty deaths.  Proof of the devil’s existence is in the perversion of all that is good - the trail of twisted virtue his footprints (hoofprints) in the sand.
· So while Valentine’s Day arose with the noblest of intentions, it now stands as a Roman ruin, those founding virtues written on its marble heart in a dead language. Still, that’s hardly a revelation; most of us have caught a glimpse of the reality, as a tourist sees the “real” city after a wrong turn.  What is a novel perception is that we need to realize that the failings of Cupid’s holiday & its dangerous lessons do not merely concern love & relationships:  the problems with Valentine’s Day are the problems with us. This fallen fiesta is emblematic of us as a culture, a society, and even a species, and the sinister subtext it spreads poisons our everyday lives, life itself, and the afterlife if you’re so inclined.
· If we were to believe and behave this way in all aspects of our lives and for the entirety of the year and for the entirety of our lives, the moral, spiritual, and social consequences would be devastating.

· The validation of this assertion comes from our own headlines:  it’s already happening.
· We cannot possibly deny that the core vices of most corporate, political, and personal scandals are the very same as those detailed above as lessons from Luv:  objectification, self-righteousness, selfishness, materialism, and insincerity.  

· So if we ever hope to get our humps through the eye of heaven’s needle, then we had better get our rumps in order.
· We need to learn that money is not the solution to our problems, that we cannot buy our way out of every bad situation we get ourselves into, usually through our own faults, flaws, defects, and general bad wiring. We cannot simply throw money at our mistakes.

· That we can’t use and objectify people for our own selfish & often prurient needs & desires

· That we cannot wait until the last minute, after blindly and bullishly wreaking such havoc in others’ lives, to see the light & try to make amends, to repent & to expect that others will be willing to accept let alone listen to our 11th-hour contrition

· Instead, we need to engage in deep & meaningful self-evaluation, accept some damn responsibility, & institute the necessary albeit painful changes.

· The problem is bigger than Valentine’s Day & these lessons do not solely concern love & relationships. In the bigger picture, it’s about us, as a culture, society, species. Valentine’s Day, and its problems, is emblematic of the problems with us.

· Not about VD & its poor lessons or enabling BUT about us, about life itself, even the afterlife, if you’re so inclined.

· get our humps through the eye of the needle

· , like a woman caught in an abusive marriage, now keeps those virtues buried in its heart

· Like most things that begin with our noblest of intentions, we eventually pervert and twist and distort –

· think @ business and political scandals:  how they have at their heart these very same traits

· we would surely reap a crop of destruction through our personal and professional careers.

· ; this demonstrates how the issue is bigger than Valentine’s Day.

GET HELP


Domestic Violence Service Center, in Wilkes-Barre. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.domesticviolenceservice.org" �www.domesticviolenceservice.org�  or call 1-800-424-5600.


Pennsylvania Coalition Against Domestic Violence, based in Harrisburg. Visit www.pcadv.org or call the 24-hour, national hotline at 1-800-799-SAFE (7233).


Help Line, crisis intervention and referral program. Visit www.helpline-nepa.info or call 1-888-829-1341.


National Network to End Domestic Violence, legal information. Visit WomensLaw.org.


Teen dating violence


Break the Cycle. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.breakthecycle.org" �www.breakthecycle.org� 


Love is Respect. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.loveisrespect.org" �www.loveisrespect.org� 


Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Visit � HYPERLINK "http://www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teen_dating_violence.html" �www.cdc.gov/violenceprevention/intimatepartnerviolence/teen_dating_violence.html� 








