The PROBLEM with DEMONIZING
OTHELLO:
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Othello @ Iago:  “I look down towards his feet, but that’s a fable. / If that thou be’st a devil, I cannot kill thee.” (5.2.299-300)
· Othello realizes that Iago isn’t a devil, that he’s human 

· the embodiment of human evil

· which is so much more frightening, scarier than if it were some supernatural possession or some incarnate devil trying to capture his soul

· real life is so much scarier than fiction, horror movie baddies

THE ALIENIST:

· “If the average person were to describe John Beecham in light of his murders, he’d say he were a social outcast, but nothing could be more superficial, or more untrue. Beecham could never have turned his back on human society, nor society on him, and why? Because he was—perversely, perhaps, but utterly—tied to that society. He was its offspring, its sick conscience—a living reminder of all the hidden crimes we commit when we close ranks to live among each other. He craved human society, craved the chance to show people what their ‘society’ had done to him. And the odd thing is, society craved him, too.”

· “Craved him?” I said, as we passed along the quiet perimeter of Washington Square Park. “How do you mean? They’d have shot him through with electricity if they’d had the chance.”

· “Yes, but not before holding him up to the world,” Kreizler answered. “We revel in men like Beecham, Moore—they are the easy repositories of all that is dark in our very social world. But the things that helped make Beecham what he was? Those, we tolerate. Those, we even enjoy…” (592)
· do we not celebrate those causal factors that make up the “perfect storm,” the “fecal maelstrom” of such shootings:

· we easily & often look the other way

· we celebrate stupidity & mock intelligence

LOGIC:

· To demonize the killers is to distance ourselves from them

· to say that they are nothing like us

· not just different from us, but an entirely different species

· not human

· BUT

· while their actions are truly different from “normal” actions & behaviors & thinking as “normal” people

· the distancing of us & them misses a wonderful opportunity for us to learn something about ourselves 

· as individuals

· as a society, culture, civilization,….species

· divorcing ourselves completely from them means that we share none of their impulses or none of their drives or none of their influences

· BUT 

· they are reflections of us

· a mirror

· “the mirror up to nature” (Hamlet 3.2.23-)

· much as art, in its various forms, does

· if we were to continue tweaking Hamlet’s directive:

· the instructional purpose of such killers as these is to hold the mirror up to human nature, to reflect back to us our own vices (as well as virtues), & to show our contemporary age its very form – to embody all our evils & sins in 2 forms (K&H)
· UPSHOT:

· we as a society bear some responsibility for the actions of the people in it
· yes, absolutely, the ultimate responsibility is on those who commit the deed

· but we shape them, we have a hand in shaping them

· we are the parents who pass along our “genes” to the children, who take on our traits & model themselves on us, on our upbringing/rearing

· COULDA BEEN ME:

· under the same set of circumstances, it could very well have been any of us

· there but for the grace of God go I (John Bradford, 1774 sermon)

· if we were subjected to the very same fecal maelstrom that produced the killers, who is to say that we would not have devised & carried out the same murderous plans

