CRITICAL THINKING

Bertrand Russell:

The value of philosophy is, in fact, to be sought largely in its very uncertainty. The man who has no tincture of philosophy goes through life imprisoned in the prejudices derived from common sense, from the habitual beliefs of his age or his nation, and from convictions which have grown up in his mind without the co-operation or consent of his deliberate reason. To such a man the world tends to become definite, finite, obvious; common objects rouse no questions, and unfamiliar possibilities are contemptuously rejected. As soon as we begin to philosophize, on the contrary, we find, as we saw in our opening chapters, that even the most everyday things lead to problems to which only very incomplete answers can be given. Philosophy, though unable to tell us with certainty what is the true answer to the doubts which it raises, is able to suggest many possibilities which enlarge our thoughts and free them from the tyranny of custom. Thus, while diminishing our feeling of certainty as to what things are, it greatly increases our knowledge as to what they may be; it removes the somewhat arrogant dogmatism of those who have never travelled into the region of liberating doubt, and it keeps alive our sense of wonder by showing familiar things in an unfamiliar aspect.
-- Bertrand Russell, Problems of Philosophy, CHAPTER XV “THE VALUE OF PHILOSOPHY” par.7 http://www.ditext.com/russell/rus15.html 

· substitute “CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS” for “Philosophy”

· the unquestioning mind

· the accepting, gullible, credulous mind

· imprisoned in the CAVE of ignorance  -- PLATO 

· “It is the question that drives us.” 

THE MATRIX
Morpheus to Neo/Thomas A. Anderson in The Matrix:

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O4zICmyuNvs 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zQ1_IbFFbzA 
Morpheus: I imagine that right now, you're feeling a bit like Alice. Hmm? Tumbling down the rabbit hole? 
Neo: You could say that. 
Morpheus: I see it in your eyes. You have the look of a man who accepts what he sees because he is expecting to wake up. Ironically, that's not far from the truth. Do you believe in fate, Neo? 
Neo: No.   

Morpheus: Why not?    

Neo: Because I don't like the idea that I'm not in control of my life. 
Morpheus: I know *exactly* what you mean. Let me tell you why you're here. You're here because you know something. What you know you can't explain, but you feel it. You've felt it your entire life, that there's something wrong with the world. You don't know what it is, but it's there, like a splinter in your mind, driving you mad. It is this feeling that has brought you to me. Do you know what I'm talking about? 
Neo: The Matrix.   

Morpheus: Do you want to know what it is?   

Neo: Yes. 
Morpheus: The Matrix is everywhere. It is all around us. Even now, in this very room. You can see it when you look out your window or when you turn on your television. You can feel it when you go to work... when you go to church... when you pay your taxes. It is the world that has been pulled over your eyes to blind you from the truth. 
Neo: What truth? 
Morpheus: That you are a slave, Neo. Like everyone else you were born into bondage. Into a prison that you cannot taste or see or touch. A prison for your mind.

	· CRITICAL THINKING SKILLS
· the unquestioning mind

· the accepting, gullible, credulous mind

· imprisoned in the CAVE of ignorance – PLATO

· “It is the question that drives us.” 

· mental slave, prison of the mind
· not a slave of the body, physical toil, whipped

· like slavery, no freedom of thought – ignorance = form of control

· told what to think, believe

· no understanding, no questioning

· no freedom of thought, choice

· others’ words, thoughts, beliefs




SOCRATES
“The unexamined life is not worth living.” 
(Plato’s Apologia [The Apology] (defense) 38a)(his version of Socrates’ 399 BC corruption trial speech)

· in the process of dismissing each possible punishment 

· imprisonment, banishment, …, giving up philosophizing (
· unwillingness to give up philosophy, as part of his punishment

· examining one’s own life 

· truly to know oneself

· truly to fulfill duty to god, truth

· examining life in general

· examining life = gives life meaning, purpose, value

· the GOOD life =

· “the greatest good of man is daily to converse about virtue”

· self-knowledge, wisdom, goodness

· pursuit of

· reason:  ability to distinguish between good & bad choices

· as Russell above, Socrates here is discussing philosophy

· BUT

· he could be referring to a lack of critical thinking
· the lack of thinking deeply

· of questioning

· of pursuing knowledge, truth

· Why isn’t the unexamined life worth living?

· b/c it’s an imprisoned life

· Russell

· The Matrix
· without

· no better than animals

· better off dead
· no reason
· no pursuit of goodness – wisdom, truth, virtue
