MAKING CONNECTIONS

JUST WORDS?

· Just words:  

· “Essay Basics” and poor word choice (diction), bad grammar/punctuation/spelling 

· - and their deleterious effect on ethos, credibility

· Just pictures:  

· Stephen King tells us we need to feed the gator, and we discussed how that gator needs more and more “food” to be sated.

· desensitization & escalation --  the growing horror in horror films

· Not only as porn’s objectification: our desensitization to the objectification  

· But also as addiction’s escalation:

· “I used to do a little but a little wouldn’t do it / So the little got more and more” (GNR)

· Just words:  

· Langston Hughes reacts against despairingly (even if merely coincidently) hearing that word “black” frequently used negatively, with negative connotations.
· Take your first name and imagine that it became equated with (slang for) “stupidity”:
· Don’t pull a Stephen. I’m having a Stephen moment.  I Stephened that test!

· Originally associated with you or not, that word is now and you’d be hurt hearing your name constantly referenced with something negative.
· And how would people treat you when they found out your name was Stephen?

· Or, “OMG! UR a Yankees fan!”

· Do you see the transference of feelings and attitudes – based on a word?

· Just sex or just pictures:  

· Susan Brownmiller argues against the open and accepted portrayal of pornography 

· - in which women are portrayed as mere sex objects, objectified, with a single purpose in life

· - no brains, no thoughts, no worth

· Here, pictures and moving pictures are conveying the message, instead of words.

· Constantly hearing “black” as bad and seeing “women” as object or sex are the same and have the same effects – on the victim and on the perpetrator.

· Just words:   
· Daeha Ko tries to warn us about the “Monster” that picked on, bullied, teased, harassed – verbally abused – him and others.  

· Consider the negative effects this hurtful, cruel behavior causes, for the victims and, in the worst scenario, the perpetrators and even innocent “collateral damage.”
· Consider the effects words have on us in terms of…

· sexism, ageism, racism, self-esteem, verbal abuse, 

· PROPAGANDA:
· ideas, facts, allegations, rumors spread deliberately, systematically, repetitively to further one’s cause/institution/person or to damage an opposing cause/institution/person (MW)

· a message with an agenda (partisan)

· “The book Propaganda And Persuasion defines propaganda as ‘the deliberate, systematic attempt to shape perceptions, manipulate cognitions, and direct behavior to achieve a response that furthers the desired intent of the propagandist.’” < http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php?title=Propaganda >

· systematic – repetitive, constant, relentless (like “black,” porn, bullying)

· “the hegemony of repetition,” domination through repetition

· argumentum ad nauseam

· Card Stacking:  not all information, not fair representation, not both sides

· Ad Misericordiam:  manipulative

· visual or written format (for our sources, but any format is possible)
· racial propaganda, sexual propaganda, social propaganda
· POWER:
· Words = Power – 

· Words have the power to influence, hold influence – 

· “influence” = effect, impact, bearing AND power, pressure, sway, authority, control

· S/He who controls the language controls the people.
Words affect thoughts, feelings, attitudes, beliefs…
about the people who use them 
and the people at whom they are directed.

BROWNMILLER and HUGHES:  Thoughts & Words
· Agree or disagree with their positions or methods

· And flawed as though methods may be

· Both Susan Brownmiller’s “Porn:  Anti-Female Propaganda” and Langston Hughes’ “That Word Black” raise an interesting question regarding the relationship between LANGUAGE and THOUGHTS:

· From where do our beliefs, attitudes, and feelings come regarding genders, races, religions, ages, and other groups of people?

LANGUAGE and THOUGHTS:
· Images (pictures, movies) = a language

· All forms of communication = a language

· What we often see, hear, and speak greatly affects what we think, feel, and believe.

· Ageism, Racism, Sexism (any other –isms):  

· Imagine the effect on your attitude of constantly using or hearing derogatory words referring to a particular gender, age, race.

· source = family, friends, music, entertainment, culture, …

· Self-Esteem:  

· Consider the words we use in our “self-talk” and the words others direct at us and how they play a significant role in the formulation of our sense of worth, confidence.

· How smart would you feel if you were constantly called “moron”?

· Verbal Abuse:  

· Imagine that you are the son/daughter or husband/wife and you are the recipient of constant belittlement, condescension, slurs, insults, criticisms.

· The War:  

· Imagine you are a US soldier fighting a war and you constantly hear criticisms regarding its handling, management, rationale, justifications, scandals.

· (This is why you cannot “support the troops” and vilify the war/president.)

· Visual Propaganda:

· Imagine seeing a particular demographic depicted in videos, movies, music, and other forms of entertainment in only one particular way.

· What you see is what you get, go after, expect.

· If you see women portrayed as only sex objects, would you honestly expect to engage them in a meaningful conversation, interested in their minds?

· If you see a preponderance of commercials in which the Caucasian male is foolish, clumsy, stupid, lazy, and castrated, how long do you think it will be until your attitude lowers regarding white men in general, before you’ll wink at such sexism and racism?

· How are you going to know any better?

· propaganda, indoctrination, brainwashing, disinformation, misinformation, lies

Words affect thoughts, thoughts affect words.
