Do Trade Sanctions Work?
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The U.S. often uses its economic power to influence other countries, sometimes by severely limiting trade. "Sanctions are usually imposed to try to cause change, but they can have unintended results," says Steven Schrage of the nonpartisan Center for Strategic and International Studies. Comprehensive sanctions--which ban most trade and services between the U.S. and other nations--cost our economy $12 billion yearly. 

Here are the four countries that have endured the most extensive U.S. trade sanctions. 

	COUNTRY
	IMPOSED BECAUSE (“Causes”)
	EFFECTS

	CUBA
	The U.S. hoped that major sanctions, begun in 1962, would cripple Fidel Castro's Communist regime and bring democracy.
	Cuba has struggled economically, but the government--now under Raul Castro--has stayed in power. President Obama has called for "a new chapter" in U.S.-Cuba relations, which may lead to an end to sanctions.

	SUDAN
	Sudan's sponsorship of terrorism led to initial sanctions in 1997. New restrictions were imposed in 2007 due to mass killings in Darfur.
	Sudan's government remains unchanged and has made little effort to stop the Darfur genocide. Still, as a result of U.S. sanctions, the country has lost investors from other countries, including Britain and Germany.

	Burma 
(Myanmar)
	Sanctions followed a military crackdown in 1988 and were tightened in 2007, when generals brutally repressed protesters.
	As Secretary of State Hillary Clinton recently conceded, the military government has not altered its strong-arm tactics. Clinton says the U.S. is looking for other ways to influence Burma's leaders.

	IRAN
	Radicals seized 66 U.S. hostages in 1979. Sanctions were later tightened because of Iran's nuclear program and terrorist ties.
	Iran's capacity to export oil has been harmed, because it can't buy U.S. technology. It's also thought that Iran's many plane crashes--hundreds of people have died in them--are due to its inability to buy parts from the U.S.


— Rebecca Webber, March 15, 2009, Parade “Intelligence Report” section
<http://www.parade.com/news/intelligence-report/archive/do-trade-sanctions-work.html>

COMMENTS:  Embargo on Cuba

by cabenedi  posted: 03/15/2009 10:14:AM
It is unconscionable that Parade continue to misinform the American public by repeating untruth about the reason for the US embargo on the Cuban government. President John F. Kennedy imposed the embargo on the Cuban government during the 1960s when the Castro’s appropriated (read stole) all properties, large and small, belonging to American citizens or corporations.  The embargo applied to American companies and lending institutions, however, it does not apply to other countries.  Cuba could negotiate with any country in the world and does so.  American companies can sell to the Cuban government items considered to be humanitarian such as medicines and food products; however the Cuban government must pay in cash.  The Cuban government has squandered untold amounts of money from the Soviet Union, Mexico, Spain, Canada and other countries that have finance the dictatorship of the Castro brothers.  The Castro’s have established the worst tyranny this hemisphere has ever witnesses, and is morally and economically bankrupt.  They have a system of apartheid in Cuba that were it some place else, the whole world would be clamoring to establish not only an embargo, but a blockade like the one that was imposed on South Africa to end the apartheid there.  For Parade to continue misinforming the American people is an error in judgment that should not continue.

