“TIP YOUR HAT”
· Picture men wearing fedoras in old black-and-white movies tipping their hats as a way of saying hello to passing women. 

· Or envision a cowboy tipping his hat to a lady as he trots by:  “Howdy, ma’am.”

· As they pass each other in the hallways at college, students briefly acknowledge each other by thrusting out their chins in the other person’s directions:  “Hey.”  They don’t engage them in a long conversation; thy don’t ask them how their day was; just a quick hello and they keep moving.  (Of course, “tip your hat” sounds better than “thrust your chin.”) 

· In other words, just acknowledge, briefly.

When you have fully researched your topic, you will have more than 3/4 C&E; it will be more like 5/6....but you won't write on all 6.  Instead, you'll carefully select the "most important" or "most significant" 3/4. Then, in your Introduction, as a way of segueing to your Thesis, you'll "tip your hat" to the minor C&E, those other ones that will NOT be in your essay.  Just mention them - items in a series.  This forces you to note the remaining 3/4 as your "most" C&E - in your Thesis. 

· your essay, then, won't just have "some" or "many, such as"... as if you just pulled random ones out of your hat 

· instead, it will have, after careful consideration, the most significant ones

· & that pulls the reader in to your essay

the Introduction then flows from the 
· opening generalization which introduces the topic, 
· narrows to the C&E, 
· the minor C&E, 
· then the Thesis with the "most" C&E, 
· and then the purpose (So What?! - Why should we know these C&E?!)

*to illustrate:  

According to Dr. Sow N. So, 98% of Americans suffer from X (So par.3).  This is a startling figure which points to a growing problem in this country.  While some people, usually professionals in that field, are aware of this issue, most of us are not, but we should know its precipitating factors and its consequences. Some minor causes of X are __, __, and __; however, the three most significant ones are __, __, and __.  Further, the minor effects of X include __ and __; still, the three most important effects are __, __, and __.  People should be aware of these C&E b/c X is a growing problem that needs to be stopped before it gets worse, and cessation begins with knowledge.
