research paper:

· use research to support/prove each cause, each effect

· not an opinion paper 

· each point must be substantiated with research

· research from a credible source

· MLA format

· in-text citations

· Works Consulted page at the end (not Works “Cited”)

how many sources:

· 3-5 quality, reliable sources
· no Wikipedia – period

· use the library’s databases, use professional or governmental sites (CDC, or the organization’s site for that specific disease - .org) 

how much research:  

· at the very least, one cited bit per paragraph

· each point must be substantiated with research

what about personal experience:

· use the personal to “supplement” not “replace” the research 

· that is, sometimes research can be dry, cold, inhumane & the personal can be used to “put a human face” on it

what kind of topic:

· focused topic

· the more focused your topic, the more focused your research & subsequently your essay

· the more current might make the more readily available the research

· diseases work really well

· whether you work in the medical field

· or have someone, self, who’s suffered from something

· something in your major

· something in your hobbies, personal life

how many causes, effects:

· 3 causes

· 3 effects

· the 3 “most” 

· most common, commonly accepted, deadliest, significant,…

“tip your hat”:

· in the Intro

· before your Thesis

· you’ll “tip your hat to” (merely acknowledge, just list) other causes, effects

· the “minor” C&E, the ones that didn’t make the final cut, those that will not be in the Body of the paper

· this builds your ETHOS as a writer (you’ve properly, deeply researched this topic – not just the 1st 3 Google hits)

· this also builds COHERENCE in your Intro, allowing you to smoothly segue to your thesis

· this allows you to answer this question that you don’t want me to ask in the margin:  

· Why these 3? (answer:  b/c they’re the 3 most significant C&E)

purpose:

· have one – why should we know these C&E (“So What?!” what’s your point)

