REMINDERS:  Causes and Effects Essay
 

· BOTH causes AND effects

· both C&E = PLURAL
(1) TITLE:
· the easiest title to write

· fill in the blank with your topic:

· The Causes and Effects of _________

(2) INTRO: 
· opening generalization, relevant quote (cite!), relevant statistic (cite!)

· personal anecdote (family, friend, self), headlines, current event, court case, concise history

· “Tip o’ th’ Hat” to the minor C&E

· ends with a Thesis Statement
· the 3 most important C&E, listed as items in a series 

· the importance of knowing/understanding the C&E of this topic (purpose)
· which will set up the Conclusion’s SO WHAT?! 

(3) BODY:
· Cause #1

· Cause #2

· Cause #3*
· (transition)

· Effect #1

· Effect #2

· Effect #3*
· 3-5 causes

· 3-5 effects

· while it does not have to be 3C and 3E, there should be a balance 
· (as opposed to 1C and 5E)

· 1 cause per paragraph

· 1 effect per paragraph

· PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE:
· name the cause (or effect)

· briefly explain it

· illustrate it

· reiterate it

· PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE:
· this is still a RESEARCH paper, so include research

· personal or professional experience = supplemental
· “illustrate” with source material

· then clarify or specify that with your experience

· “put a human face on it” (stats or scholar-speak)

· analogy: you wouldn't blow off dinner and just pop a vitamin supplement, so don't blow off research and just pop your experience (you will hunger for a passing grade)

· use a lead-in expression to let me (the reader) know that your specialized/technical knowledge comes from your experience

· also, in terms of your education, you can quote lectures or text books

· EMPHATIC ORDER:
· save the most important, significant, telling, dangerous,... cause/effect for last

· so #3 above should be the most _______

· RESEARCH:
· at least 1 researched bit of information per Body paragraph

· proper MLA format

· parenthetical citations after EVERY SENTENCE of borrowed material

· cite IMMEDIATELY, not eventually
· if you didn’t know it before researching the topic, cite it
· remember Activity #2 from the book:  if it sends up a red flag - stats, numbers, figures, quotation marks, technical info - cite it
· if only a nursing student would know it, cite it
· if you are unsure, cite it
· using a lead-in expression does NOT alter the fact that you MUST cite
· even if you paraphrase (put in your own words), you must STILL cite
(4) CONCLUSION:
· repeat, repeat, repeat – “normal” Conclusion material

· repeat the Intro’s introductory segue

· repeat the causes & effects

· * ARGUE *
· make clear your argument

· “SO WHAT?!” 
· What is the purpose of this paper?

· Why should we know/understand/be aware of the C&E of this topic?

(5) WORKS CONSULTED page:
· Works Consulted (not Works Cited)

· perfect MLA formatting

· consult our MLA 2010 page

· alphabetize

· use reverse indentation
