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Not surprising that Littleton exploded
     
    In the past weeks, intensive media coverage has surrounded the shooting incident in Littleton, Colo. where 12 students and a teacher died, along with 23 wounded. Yet people forget the real victims of the Littleton massacre are Dylan Klebold and Eric Harris. 

    What they did was against the law, but let's face it - the incident was waiting to happen. And there's nothing surprising about it.

Who's really to blame? 

    The social priorities of high school are to blame. In truth, high school is a place where jocks, cheerleaders and anyone associated with them can do whatever they want and get away with it. Their exploits are celebrated in pep rallies, printed in school papers and shown off in trophy cases. The popular cliques have the most clout, and are in a sense local celebrities. If they ever run into disciplinary problems with the school or police, they get let off the hook under the guise that they are just kids. 

    Public schools claim to support all students, but in reality choose to invest their priorities in activities associated with popular cliques. Schools are willing to go to any means necessary to support the sports teams, for example. They care less about students who don't belong to popular cliques, leaving them almost nothing. School becomes less about getting a good education, instead priding itself on the celebration of elite cliques. 

    The popular cliques are nice to their own but spit out extremely cruel insults to those who don't fit in. As noted in Time magazine, jocks admitted they like to pick on unpopular kids "because it's just fun to do." Their insulting words create deep emotional wounds, while school authorities ignore the cruelty of the high school corrupt social system. 

    Schools refuse to accept any accountability and point to parents instead. While it is the job of parents to condition their kids, it is impossible for them supervise their kids 24-hours-a-day.

Damned from the beginning 

    As an outcast, I was harassed on an everyday basis by jocks with no help from school authorities. It got so bad that I attempted suicide. Yes, I did (and still do) wear all black, play Doom and listen to raucous heavy metal, punk and Goth music. I was into the occult and had extensive knowledge on guns and how to build bombs. I got into several fights, including one where I kicked the shit out of a basketball player. The only reason why I didn't shoot him and his jock cronies is because I lacked access to guns. I would've blown every single one of them away and not cared. 

    To defend myself, I carried around a 7-inch blade. If anyone continued to mess with me, I sent them anonymous notes with a big swastika drawn on them. I responded to harassment with "Yeah, heil Hitler," while saluting. They got the hint. Eventually, I found some friends who were also outcasts. We banded together and didn't judge each other by the way we looked or what we liked. But I still held contempt for jocks whom I believed should be shot and fed to the sharks.


Ridiculous media bias 

    Even in their deaths, Klebold and Harris are still treated like outcasts. How dare Time magazine call them "The Monsters Next Door." News analysis poured over the "abnormal" world of "Goth" culture, Marilyn Manson, violent computer games and gun control. It also targeted other outcast students as trenchcoat-goth, submerged, socially challenged kids who fail to fit the "correct" image of American teens. 

    The popular cliques have their likeness reinforced through the images of trashy teen media as seen on MTV, "90210" and "Dawson's Creek." It's heard in the bubble-gum pop of Brittany Spears and Backstreet Boys, along with their imitators. Magazines like YM and Seventeen feature pretty-looking girls, offering advice on the latest trends in dress, makeup and dating. 

    Media coverage was saturated with memorials and funeral services of the deceased. Friends and family remembered them as "good kids." Not all those killed knew or made fun of Klebold or Harris. Obviously there were members of the popular cliques who made fun of them and escaped harm. But innocent people had to die in order to bring injustices to light that exist in our society. 

    It's tragic, but perhaps that's the price that had to be paid. Perhaps they are shocked by the fact that some "nerds" have actually defeated them for once because teasing isn't fun and games anymore.

The Sweet Hereafter 

    With the last of the coffins being laid to rest, people are looking for retribution, someone to prosecute. Why? The two kids are dead - there is no sense in pursuing this problem any further. But lawyers are trying to go after those who they believe influenced Harris and Klebold: namely their parents, gun dealers and the Trenchcoat Mafia. Police heavily questioned Harris' girlfriend about the guns she gave them and arrested one person. 

    The families of the deceased, lawyers and the police need to get a clue and leave the two kids' families and friends alone. They are dealing with just as much grief and do not need to be punished for someone else's choices. Filing lawsuits will drag on for years, burdening everyone and achieving little. 

    Its not like you can bring your loved ones back to life after you've won your case. 

    What we need is bigger emphasis on academic discipline and more financing toward academic programs. Counselors and psychiatrists need to be hired to attend to student needs. People need practical skills, not the pep rally fluff of popular cliques. 

    The people of Littleton need to be at peace with the fate of their town and heal wounds instead of prying them open with lawsuits.
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