CAUSE and EFFECT ESSAY
 

(1) TOPIC:
        Choose an appropriate topic

        One that has multiple causes & effects

        Health-related topics lend themselves naturally to this rhetorical strategy

o       (but you do not have to write on a health-related topic)

        Before you research, brainstorm what you know regarding the C&E of your topic

o       If you know much, be concise

o       If you know little, be thorough

 

	GRADING:

1)      Works Cited

2)      Documentation

3)      Organization

4)      Grammar

5)      Set-up & Title


(2) RESEARCH:
        Research the causes AND effects of your topic.

        minimum of 3 sources:

 

o       Library Databases 
         ProQuest

         Health and Wellness Research Center

         Health Reference Center Academic

         EBSCO’s Health Source/Nursing Academic

         (health-related databases)

o       Official Sites
         CDC’s site

         Leukemia and Lymphoma Society’s site

         Prostate Awareness’s site

         (official sites by organization, experts)

 
(3) HEADERS:  

        As usual, place the appropriate information in the upper right-hand corner, 

        and put the required header on pages 2-7 (including the Works Consulted page).

 
(4) LENGTH:     

        5-7 pages in length (Sorry, the Works Cited page does not count.)

 
(5) DUE DATE:    last class

 

(6) Reminders:
        basics:  Apply “Essay Basics” regarding your title, thesis, introduction, and conclusion.

        spelling:  “effect” = noun, “affect” = verb

        POV shifts:  no “you,” in rhetorical questions or other 

        analysis:  do not end a paragraph with another’s words or ideas

o       your paper = your analyses

o       warrant statements

        lead-ins:  use lead-in expressions before your sources

o       credentials

o       names of author & article

        attribution:  attribute a point to an author (a person), not to an article (an inanimate object)

o       if no author is given, attribute to the “anonymous” or “unknown” author

        “literary present”:  use present tense verbs to lead into a quote or paraphrasing

o       Dr. Smith asserts (not “asserted”), “Yada, yada, yada” (89).

        informalities:  

o       no slang, no rhetorical questions, no “you,” no contractions, no abbreviations

o       no “well” or “we all”

        Works Cited page:

o       header (last name + p.#)

o       Works Cited = centered; no <b>, <u>, quotation marks

o       with URLs:  hit “enter” only after a slash; stop after the .com (for databases only)

        Underline:

o       long works:  titles of books, magazine/journal titles, Web sites, databases

        Quotation Marks:

o       short works:  titles of chapters, articles

 

(7) SET UP / OUTLINE:
 
	I.  Title 
        though NO title page

        follow “Essay Basics”

o       topic + main idea:  The Causes and Effects of Teen Smoking

 
II. Introduction
        opening generalization to introduce your topic

        grab reader’s attention

o       Obesity rates in America have doubled in the last ten years (Smith 89).

        introduce the relevance/significance/importance of the topic

        no “you” (no rhetorical questions)

o       instead of questions, make statements

        end with a strong, clear thesis statement

        that mentions causes and effects

 
III. Causes 
        reasons for people to start smoking

        discuss AND explain BUT offer no “conclusion” 

o       just present the facts (objective)

o       you can characterize the causes, but do not pre-empt your Conclusion

        *emphatic order:  

o       save the “best” for last (most important, significant)

1)      name the cause (source)
2)      explain briefly the cause (“in other words” or with a source)
3)      illustrate with an example of the cause
4)      warrant: end with a “thus” or “therefore” statement 
 

IV. Effects 
        discuss and explain BUT offer no “conclusion” 

        just present the facts (objective)

        *emphatic order:  

o       save the “best” for last (most important, significant)

1)      name the cause (source)
2)      explain briefly the cause (“in other words” or with a source)
3)      illustrate with an example of the effect
4)      warrant:  end with a “thus” or “therefore” statement

 
V. Conclusion 
        repeat main points

        “conclude” based on your findings

        *make clear your argument/purpose for investigating the C&E

        suggest possible solutions (subjective)

        end with an appropriate “clincher sentence”

 
VI. Works Cited 
        alphabetical (not numerical) listing

        reverse indentation

        MLA format

o       see the course materials for the exact format (esp. for databases)


 

 

