CITATIONS ANALAOGY
to assist with in-text citations
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With the in-text citations, place them after each & every sentence of borrowed information – there’s no such thing as too many. The sky’s the limit.  True, we want to hear from you, since it is your paper, but the point is that there is no set number of citations allowed in a research paper:  Cite as often as necessary.

· One student said it’s like having too many shoes (women) or baseball hats (guys); there’s just no such thing as too many.

· Here’s another analogy that seems to get my point across:


ANALOGY: 
· Adding citations in a paper is like paying for food at a state fair.
· Think of the Bloomsburg Fair –

· You leave right after English class (that’s “after,” not “before”), drive for 45 minutes to get there, and then you get stuck in traffic for another half-hour.

· Finally, you’re there … and now you’re starving!

· All those aromas assault your senses, and you want a little bit of everything.

· So you get a soda at one tent, and you pay there; you get a sausage-and-peppers sandwich at another tent, and you pay there; you get some home-made ice cream at yet another tent, and you pay there ….

· So, think of citations as fairs more than supermarkets (where you pay just once).

· In the end, you had to pay each time you got something – you couldn’t pay all at once at the last tent.

· And this is what citing sources is like:  You have to cite (pay) each time you borrow from a source.

· Both state fairs & research papers are the opposite of supermarkets

· Supermarkets:  pay once at the end, at the checkout

· Fairs & Papers:  pay at each tent, each time you get/use something

· [image: image3.wmf]Perhaps, then, the negative analogy related to this idea is shoplifting & plagiarism.

· Perhaps another analogy concerns music downloads, where you pay per song.

Cite immediately, not eventually
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