Causal chains: The Monster that is High School
(1) popular high school cliques (jocks, cheerleaders)(cliques' activities (pep rallies, sports) do not include outcasts(outcasts " hate the cool kids"(cliques pick on outcasts excessively(outcasts sought revenge(opened fire on Littleton students

(2) Popular High School Cliques(grouping of students(spotlight of popular cliques(teasing of outcasts(outcasts fight back in wrong way(Littleton massacre

(3) 1. popular high school cliques (seclusion of vast numbers of students (isolation leads to desperate loneliness (abuse from popular kids leads to incredibly high levels of stress for the secluded (stress leads to fear, anger, helplessness, and fury (administrative idiots fail to do ANYTHING (parents tell the secluded kids to stand up for themselves against the bullies (by this point things have gone to far and as bullies feel a little rebellion in the ranks of their targets is nothing more than amusement leading to additional bullying (abused either goes insane, has a breakdown, becomes an awkward social outcast, attempts (or achieves) suicide, or lashes out more strongly against the bullies (someone lashes out too strongly while going insane during a breakdown experiencing suicidal tendencies (Littleton massacre

His argument is highly persuasive. I experienced aspects of this throughout school, from elementary school through the first half of high school. My defense was to personally isolate myself from nearly all of the school, save for teachers, my small group of friends, and that's about it. My clique all showed various other signs that were described in this paper, from knowledge of bombs and guns, to some in goth, to the nerds, and a couple suicide attempters. However, we were lucky to have an outlet in high school that was specifically for our clique, and this allowed us to vent most of our anguish out and become relatively non homicidal, and mostly normal teens.

2. Daeha Ko is a normal teen who has branched into the darker side of the "monster". His attempted suicide would be an early sign he does not want to hurt anyone, and it shows he has a very low self esteem. He probably felt that killing himself would prevent anything dangerous from happening, and that he wasn't worth the space on the planet he was occupying. Basically, he is real. He isn't putting on any kind of an illusion that others want to see and this paper is a desperate plee from him for someone with some authority to realize how utterly foolish they have been and are continuing to be. This guy is about one straw away from a camel with a broken back himself. Sadly, people don't like to look at those less than perfect, as Daeha is trying to point out, and you therefore feel instantly inclined to label Daeha as a monster himself and either ignore him or send him off to seek mental help. When in fact the opposite should be happening. He should become a spokesperson for the suppressed and the desperate, and instead of carrying around a 7 inch knife, he should be curing the problem politically, and create some sympathy for the little guy.

3. Daeha's alternative theory for the shooting is quite simple. There is no group who can be pushed forever. They eventually push back. The trouble is, when they finally push back, they push so hard and so fast that it ends up breaking everything in it's path. Another way to look at it is like looking at potential and kinetic energy. If you pushed up with 10 pounds of force a day for 5 years, and finally someone pushed back over 1 hour with an equal total force, you would be squished under 300 pounds of force a minute for an hour, or if released all at once, then you are looking at 18250 pounds in one push. 9 cars dropping on you at once! Balance is restored, and people have died. He argues that the media simply encourages the continuation of this trend as lawsuits do absolutely nothing to help the situation, and they never state the other side of the arguement....why the kid snapped, and why more continue to snap.

4. This guy fully relates with the killers. The only reason he hasn't created the next Columbine may be as simple as a lack of guns, but i think it is more likely that this essay he is writing shows he is willing to put the jocks aside and tackle the issue as a whole. He is well aware that more than likely, this essay will just get him a one way ticket to a mental ward in a soft room, but he doesn't care. He has decided to risk all and express his true feelings, in a hope that some of the jocks will be punished, instead of the already well abused people such as himself. This truly builds on the impact of the paper.
