MISOGYNY in MUSIC
Essence Takes On Rap Music

Essence magazine has kicked off the new year with a campaign to combat the explosion of hypersexual images of women in rap music videos. 

The monthly magazine for women of color is offering a platform for readers to discuss depictions of women in rap music videos. 

There's plenty to discuss. Successful rap videos these days seem to require half-naked women, in the words of Snoop Dogg, dropping it like it's hot. 

Charges of sexism erupted last year when St. Louis rapper Nelly appeared in a video swiping a credit card down a woman's backside. The charges again surfaced when Atlanta rapper Ludacris appeared on his album cover about to bite into a woman's leg. The degradation crossed color lines with an old, underground tape of white rapper Eminem raging about a "black bitch" he used to date. 

"An entire generation of Black girls are being raised on these narrow images," Essence editors write on the Take Back The Music website. 

"And as the messages and images are broadcast globally, they have become the lens through which the world now sees us. This cannot continue." 

In response to Essence's call for feedback on sexist and misogynistic images, one respondent, named Lisa, wrote: "I've given up on hip hop. It happened a few years ago. I just stopped waiting for the next song, the one that wouldn't insult me, bring me down, or just plain hurt. It never seemed to come. So I stopped listening to hip-hop stations, bit by bit." 

Using a critical lens 
Besides offering a platform for public discussion, Essence Editor-in-Chief Diane Weathers plans to address sexism in hip-hop music in regular features throughout the year. 

An article in the March issue, for example, will profile women who appear in videos and research the impact of these videos on teenagers. There also are plans to distribute a guide that will help parents protect their children from harmful images and offensive lyrics. 

For starters, Essence editors suggest listening to music with a more critical ear, paying attention to lyrics. Watching a music video with the sound muted also may help viewers catch sexist images. 

As issues are addressed, Weathers says she'd like to provide "readers and friends with e-mail addresses and phone numbers of some of the major music video programmers. We want to let the public know how to air their concerns and how to complain." 

Essence editors have declared the last week of February as "Take Back the Music Week," when they will co-host a panel discussion at Spelman College in Atlanta, Ga. 

Last spring, students at the historically black college objected to rapper Nelly's visit to their campus, challenging him to participate in a discussion of sexism in his music. Nelly declined to appear. 

Later, he told Essence, "I respect women, and I am not a misogynist. I am an artist." 

The editors at Essence hope their campaign will change attitudes and change how women of color are portrayed in the media. 
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	** DO SOMETHING 
:: Find out more about the Take Back the Music initiative. 

:: E-mail Essence what you think about the portrayal of women in rap videos. 


** DIG DEEPER 
Read Tolerance.org's four-part series on misogyny in music: 

· Misogyny in Music: Hip Hop's Bad Rap? 

· Beyond Rap: Musical Misogyny 

· Misogyny in Music: Have Videos Gone Wild? 

· What Teens Think 
· Related article at CSM:  <http://www.csmonitor.com/2005/0112/p11s01-almp.html >


< http://www.tolerance.org/news/article_tol.jsp?id=1141>
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