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Tiger Woods event timeline

ESPN.com news services
Morning of Nov. 27 
Tiger Woods is injured in a car accident while leaving the driveway of his Florida home; crashes into a fire hydrant and tree. 

Nov. 27
Speculation increases regarding the nature of the crash and surrounding circumstances. Various theories are tossed out. The fact that his wife, Elin Nordegren, used a golf club to break the window in some capacity is revealed, and officials are called to the scene. It's almost 12 hours before the Florida Highway Patrol issues a report, saying Woods was "seriously" hurt in a car accident. 

Nov. 28
Despite nearly two full days passing after the incident, the Florida Highway Patrol announces it has not been able to speak with Woods and his wife. Woods postpones his interview with police and reschedules it for Nov. 29. FHP says Woods' SUV sustained up to $8,000 in damage. 

Nov. 29
A transcript of a 911 call made by a neighbor is released, saying Woods was on the ground after the accident, unconscious but breathing. 

Nov. 30
Speculation arises that Woods might miss the Chevron World Challenge, which is his own tournament. Eventually, Woods announces he will not participate in the tournament. 

Dec. 1
The Florida Highway Patrol announces it has issued a traffic citation for "careless driving." As a result of the charge, Woods is fined $164. 

Stenake Johansson, chairman of the Residential Association on Faglaro Island, Sweden, tells The Associated Press that Nordegren became the owner of a six-bedroom house on the small island near Stockholm that is reachable only by boat. 

Dec. 2
The situation takes a turn when allegations of infidelity begin to leak out regarding Woods. Cocktail waitress Jaimee Grubbs claims she had a 31-month affair with Woods. That revelation prompts the following response from Tiger: "I have let my family down, and I regret those transgressions with all of my heart." 

Dec. 3
Fellow golfer Jesper Parnevik, who formerly employed Nordegren as the nanny for him and his wife, is critical of Woods' actions. He suggests he owes Nordegren an apology for introducing her to Woods. 

Dec. 4-11
Numerous women come to the forefront, claiming they had affairs with Woods. By the end of the week, approximately 10 women have been linked to the golfer. 

Dec. 8
Barbro Holmberg, Woods' mother-in-law, is rushed to the hospital from Woods' home. She is eventually released without further incident. 

Dec. 9
Advertising and media fallout from Woods' situation continue. Ads involving Woods are removed from national TV to some extent. Speculation regarding how his sponsors will react persists. 

Dec. 11
Woods announces he will take an "indefinite" break from professional golf, saying he needs to focus on his family. He uses the term "infidelity" to describe his actions. 

Dec. 12-present
Reports of Woods' mistresses rise into the double digits, with even more names being revealed, including overseas.

Jan. 21
Reports surface about Woods checking into a sex-rehab clinic in Hattiesburg, Miss.

Feb. 19
Will make announcement at PGA headquarters at 11 a.m. ET.

Sponsorship timeline

Dec. 8: Sports drink firm Gatorade becomes first company to drop sponsorship of Tiger Woods. 

Dec. 11: Accenture drops Woods' image off its Web site home page.

Dec. 12: AT&T reports it's evaluating the situation: "We are presently evaluating our ongoing relationship with him."

Dec. 12: Razor maker Gillette says it's "limiting" his campaigns: "As Tiger takes a break from the public eye, we will support his desire for privacy by limiting his role in our marketing programs." 

Dec. 13: Accenture says, "After careful consideration and analysis, the company has determined that he is no longer the right representative for its advertising."

Dec. 13: Swiss watchmaker Tag Heuer says it is still with Woods. Company spokeswoman Mariam Sylla tells The Associated Press that the sale of its watches concerns his golf game, not his social life. "We will continue. He's the best in his domain. We respect his performance in the sport. [His] personal life is not our business."

Dec. 13: EA Sports is still supporting Tiger, at least for now, according to New York Daily News. 

Dec. 14: Nike Inc. chairman and co-founder Phil Knight says the scandal surrounding Woods is "part of the game" in signing endorsement deals with athletes and does not back away from the athletic shoe and clothing maker's relationship with the golfer.

Dec. 30: Telecommunications giant AT&T ends sponsorship agreement with Woods. The AT&T logo is on Woods' golf bag, and the company also hosts a midsummer PGA tournament for which Woods acts as official host. 

Jan. 21: EA Sports officially announces it will release the "Tiger Woods PGA Tour 11" video game in June. 

< http://sports.espn.go.com/golf/news/story?id=4922436 >
Tiger still playing by his own rules

By Bill Simmons,ESPN.com
Say this much about Tiger: People give a crap. I don't know anyone who didn't watch this morning's speech. There isn't another athlete -- not one -- who could have made the world stop from 11 to 11:15 like Tiger Woods did.

And with that, we're done with the positives. I thought it was a borderline train wreck. It amazes me that Tiger learned little to nothing from the past two months. The control freak whose life slipped out of control dipped right back into control-freak mode, reading a prepared speech in front of a hand-selected audience of people, taking no questions, talking in clichés and only occasionally seeming human. Everything about it seemed staged. Everything. When the main camera broke down at the nine-minute mark and Tiger had to be shown from the side, I half-expected to see that he was plugged in to the wall.

Whatever. I was going to leave it alone. After all, that had to have been a humiliating experience for the guy. But listening to talking heads praise that ludicrous speech pushed me over the edge. Someone actually said, "It came from the heart." It did? Was it C3PO's heart? I thought it seemed like an automated response from Microsoft's new "Cheater's Confession" program.

Let's look at the facts. Tiger cheats on his wife relentlessly and brazenly. She find out somehow. This leads to him crashing his car in the wee hours of Thanksgiving night. Scandal. Cover-up. More women come out. And more. And more. Tiger disappears like Jimmy Hoffa. Elin stops wearing her ring. Tiger stays hidden. Rumors swirl. By hiding, by not saying anything, Tiger enables every rumor and negative story to gain steam. When he sneaks away to a sex rehab clinic for 45 days, neither Tiger or his representatives acknowledges rumors that he's there. He emerges with a staged jogging photo op; one day later, three other photos of Tiger hitting golf balls, even seeming jovial in one of them, hit the wires. And then, today's prepared remarks. That came from the heart. Just as long as you didn't ask a follow-up question.

When we first saw the room in Ponte Beach Verde, Fla., it looked like the start of a "Saturday Night Live" episode: small podium, blue curtain, some heads. The camera panned the crowd, revealing that there apparently had been an emergency casting call for somber white people in blazers. (Why didn't I get an invite? I own a blazer! I could have looked somber!) At 11:01 a.m. ET, Tiger emerged from the back, and I remember thinking that it would have been awesome if he were naked from the waist down.

He spoke for the next 13 and a half minutes. He spoke … like this. There was … no emotion … in his words. His face … was blank … and empty. Part of me … felt bad … for him. There were … a couple of moments … when it seemed … like … he was trying … to shed a tear … or have his voice catch … just for effect. You get … the idea.

People wondered why Tiger opted for a prepared speech instead of the traditional move for disgraced celebrities: Sitting down for an interview with "20/20" or "Primetime." You saw why as he was reading his statement. Tiger isn't capable of discussing this stuff with depth or emotion. He can't ad-lib about his feelings, and never could. It would have been awful. Like so many other mega-celebrities who became famous too early, it's as though they never properly develop the part of their brain that controls this question: "How can I win over the person I'm talking to right now?" When you become famous too early, you don't have to win over anyone. You just have to exist. You become constantly wary. You start watching what you say around people you don't know. You measure any potential friend or business partner by one question: "What do they want from me?"

That's one reason he ended up in this mess. The other was more simple: Normal rules don't apply to celebrities. This is what bothered me so much about Tiger entering sex rehab. Look, if he really does have a problem, fine. But if Tiger needs rehab, then so does half of the professional sports world. In Miami for the Super Bowl two weekends ago, I saw one famous athlete creeping on more girls than Ronnie, Pauly D and The Situation combined. In the era of cell phones and texts, post-Tiger scandal, you would have thought he'd be more careful. It became the running joke of the weekend. Uh-oh, there he is again! Still creeping! But that's what these guys do. If we learned anything from the Tiger scandal, it's that the celebrity debauchery circuit was much more complex than we ever imagined.

In "A Few Good Men," one of my favorite scenes is when Kevin Bacon is cross-examining the guy from "ER" and asks him why "Code Red" isn't in the rulebook, then Tom Cruise redirects and points out that the mess hall isn't in there, either. Remember that? So how do you know how to get to the mess hall? You just follow the crowd. That's the answer. And that's what Tiger did this decade. He followed the crowd. He just got caught.

Should he have been contrite? Of course. But just be honest about it. My least favorite part of the speech: "But still, I know I have bitterly disappointed all of you. I have made you question who I am and how I could have done the things I did. I'm embarrassed that I have put you in this position. For all that I have done, I am so sorry. I have a lot to atone for."

Big mistake. And plastic. I would have played the "I became a celebrity too soon, I had too many people kissing my butt too soon, I had everything handed to me, I began to think I was invincible and that my behavior had no consequences" card right here. Hell, I even would have compared myself to a child actor or a musician who becomes too famous too young. If the goal of the speech was to make people realize why he did what he did and seem contrite, why not try to connect with them instead of coming off like a freaking robot? Arrrrrgh.

Tiger was properly hard on himself at times. He said "I'm deeply sorry" and "I'm sorry." He called his behavior "irresponsible and selfish." He called himself "selfish" and "foolish." There was a weird moment when he said that "Elin and I have started the process of discussing the damage caused by my behavior. As Elin pointed out to me, my real apology to her will not come in the form of words. It will come from my behavior over time." Then he said, "However, what we say to each other will remain between the two of us." Well, except for that part about behavior over time.

The best part of the speech: "My behavior has caused considerable worry to my business partners, to everyone involved in my foundation, including my staff, board of directors, sponsors and, most importantly, the young students we reach. Our work is more important than ever. Thirteen years ago, my dad and I envisioned helping young people achieve their dreams through education. This work remains unchanged and will continue to grow. From the Learning Center students in Southern California to the Earl Woods scholars in Washington, D.C., millions of kids have changed their lives and I am dedicated to making sure that continues."

Had I written the speech for him, I would have started there, and actually, I would have started with an anecdote about Tiger's father and the man's expectations for his son. We found out about Tiger through Earl. We grew attached to Tiger through Earl. They had one of the best father/son relationships in sports. Earl was the one person who made Tiger seem like anything other than a golf-ball-cracking cyborg. Like so many others, I wondered if Tiger lost his way after Earl's death, no different than Jordan riding a Double-A bus in 1994. If the goal of this news conference was to get people to feel sorry for him and give him another chance, then Tiger should have gone there. It wouldn't have been disingenuous. It would have been true. And it would have made him seem more human.

Letting down a foundation that he started with his late father … wasn't that a bigger deal than letting down Nike or Notah Begay III? Wasn't that the underrated collateral damage here? Only a few athletes have a chance to make a real difference in the community; Tiger has the chance, but his behavior made it more difficult. Anyone can get married, anyone can have kids, anyone can be good at their job. Not everyone can change the lives of tens of thousands of people.

That wasn't the only tactical mistake Tiger made. He went on attack about Thanksgiving night, saying, "Some people have speculated that Elin somehow hurt or attacked me on Thanksgiving night. It angers me that people would fabricate a story like that."

To be fair, Tiger, you crashed your car while leaving your house at 2:30 a.m., you weren't wearing shoes, your neighbors found you asleep on the sidewalk and your wife holding a golf club, the back windows of your cars were smashed in, the accident wasn't reported for 12 hours, and then you disappeared for 10 weeks. You never told us what happened. You got terrible advice from your advisors and opened the door for people to imagine crazy scenarios for what happened that night. Don't blame us.

He followed with this: "Elin never hit me that night or any other night. There has never been an episode of domestic violence in our marriage, ever. Elin has shown enormous grace and poise throughout this ordeal. Elin deserves praise, not blame." Let's hope this is true, because if it's not, then nobody will ever be able to trust anything Tiger Woods says again.

The worst part of the speech: "I was unfaithful. I had affairs, I cheated. What I did is not acceptable. And I am the only person to blame. I stopped living by the core values that I was taught to believe in. I knew my actions were wrong, but I convinced myself that normal rules didn't apply. I never thought about who I was hurting. Instead I thought only about myself. I ran straight through the boundaries that a married couple should live by. I thought I could get away with whatever I wanted to. I felt that I had worked hard my entire life and deserved to enjoy all the temptations around me. I felt I was entitled. Thanks to money and fame, I didn't have far -- I didn't have to go far to find them. I was wrong, I was foolish. I don't get to play by different rules."

It's hard to explain how insufferable this was live, because on paper, it doesn't seem so bad. But I had a number of problems with it, including …

• He came off like Schwarzenegger in "Terminator 2."

• His premise was false. Really famous people DO get to play by different rules. Sorry. We enable them.

• I felt that I had worked hard my entire life and deserved to enjoy all the temptations around me has to rank among the worst excuses in the history of mankind. Christ, Tiger, you're pretending that you put real thought into this? You thought you DESERVED to enjoy all the temptations around you? That's your explanation? Trust me, you should have gone with, "I got married too soon, I should have sowed my oats first, I didn't, I'm an ass." Much better. We could relate to that. Instead, you came off like a horny robot. Again, I think you should fire everyone at IMG and start over. They are doing you damage.

Back to the speech. I really liked this part: "It's not what you achieve in life that matters, it's what you overcome. Achievements on the golf course are only part of setting an example. Character and decency are what really count. Parents used to point at me as a role model for their kids. I owe all those families a special apology. I want to say to them that I am truly sorry."

Fantastic. That should have been the second point in his speech, right after he talked about how he felt bad about ruining his charity foundation and letting down his late father, and just before he talked about the damage to his wife and kids. I thought it was fascinating that he apologized to his business partners well before he apologized to those families. Whatever.

Another part I liked: When he begged the paparazzi to leave his wife and kids alone. Sorry, they're always going to bug your wife, Tiger. She married a public figure. But the kids … yes. Agreed. Kids should always be off-limits. You could have gone further here. Anyone with kids would have felt bad for you.

Things tailed off near the end when he mentioned being "raised a Buddhist" and "actively practiced my faith from childhood until I drifted away from it in recent years." I would say so. As Tiger said, "Buddhism teaches that a creation of things outside ourselves causes an unhappy and pointless search for security. It teaches me to stop following every impulse and to learn restraint. Obviously, I lost track of what I was taught." That's an understatement. If this is true, he's one of the worst Buddhists of all time.

He talked about needing more treatment, and about "the importance of looking at my spiritual life and keeping in balance with my professional life." (This sounded like it was written through one of those Russian-to-English translators.) He thought he needed "to regain my balance and be centered, so I can save the things that are most important to me: My marriage and my children." (Better late than never.) He said he planned to return to golf one day, but "I just don't know when that day will be." (That groan you heard came from everyone who couldn't have been more excited about the 2010 Masters, including me.)

By this point, I was making the same face that an airplane passenger makes in the first few seconds after an unclaimed fart. Tiger mercifully ended the proceedings by saying, "Finally … there are many people in this room … and there are many people at home … who believed in me. Today … I want to ask for your help. I ask you … to find room in your heart … to one day … believe in me again. Thank you."

He seemed to get choked up, but we couldn't tell because the main camera broke and he had been shot from the left side for about four minutes. The conspiracy theorist in me wondered if the broken camera was part of the plan. Either way, I left the speech angry -- not at the speech itself, but by the fact that someone who said, "I was wrong, I was foolish. I don't get to play by different rules" continued to think he could play by different rules.

I want to come clean. Just under my terms. And you can't ask me anything.
In a few weeks, or a few months, Tiger will start hitting golf balls and everything will be fine again. I just want to get there. For now, we apparently have to put up with a few more weeks (and possibly months) of the Tiger Woods Rehabilitation Tour. There will be more rehab, more staged photos, more secrecy and eventually a carefully planned interview with the right person who won't be a threat to ask him anything interesting. Wake me up when he plays a tournament. And if you want to watch a clip of the speech, just watch the first 10 seconds that started with the curtain. It's still there.

Bill Simmons is a columnist for ESPN.com and the author of the recent New York Times best-seller, "The Book of Basketball." For every Simmons column and podcast, check out Sports Guy's World. Follow him on Twitter at http://twitter.com/sportsguy33.

< http://sports.espn.go.com/espn/page2/story?page=simmons/100219 > Originally Published: February 19, 2010
Tiger Woods' timing of statement is 'selfish', claims Ernie Els

• Woods accused of trying to upstage former sponsor
• 'Maybe we can put tournament on hold for 10 minutes'

Tiger Woods will break his silence tomorrow having taken an indefinite break from golf in December. Photograph: Jonathan Ernst/Reuters

Ernie Els has criticised Tiger Woods for choosing tomorrow to break his silence having taking an indefinite break from golf in December following his admission of marital infidelity. The world No1 is making a statement in Florida while the WGC-Accenture Match Play Championship, the biggest event of the year so far, is being held in Tucson, Arizona.

"It's selfish," Els told a reporter from US magazine Golf Week. "You can write that. I feel sorry for the sponsor. Mondays are a good day to make statements, not Friday. This takes a lot away from the golf tournament."

The event's sponsor, Accenture, was one of the first companies to dump Woods after the revelations about his private life emerged following his 27 November car crash.

Another player in Tucson, not wanting to be named, felt the same way as Els. "That was the first thing we all thought of, like he is sticking it to Accenture – and that the PGA Tour is part of it all," he said, drawing reference to the fact that Woods has been given use of the Tour's headquarters to say what he wants to say without taking any questions. "It's like Tim [Finchem, the PGA Tour commissioner] has lost his head. He wants Tiger back in the worst way and so he lets this go on. I mean, we all want to see Tiger back, but this doesn't look good."

Sergio García of Spain agreed that "the timing of it is not the best, but he has to do what's best for him, I guess."

Rory McIlroy, the new world No7, said in the press conference following his first-round victory: "He's got to come out at some point. I suppose he might want to get something back against the sponsor that dropped him."

Woods' agent, Mark Steinberg, has pointed out that when his client addresses a small gathering of "friends, colleagues and close associates", plus a few reporters and one TV camera, the golf will not have actually started at Dover Mountain in Tucson.

He claimed he had called one of Accenture's executives to give a "heads up" and made sure the statement would come "well outside the tournament's TV window. Accenture couldn't have been more supportive".

On Els' remark, Steinberg responded: "It's always good to get your information right before commenting. It's strictly a timing issue. There is a very good reason [for Friday] not do it next week." Steinberg, though, refused to say what that reason was.

"Maybe we can put the whole tournament on hold for 10 minutes to watch," was Geoff Ogilvy's rather sarcastic reaction to Woods's statement. "The only thing I will say about it is that I would like to see him answer some questions.

"If he answers some questions then that would make it real because he wouldn't be working off a script. But it's a start – and he's got to start somewhere."

David Toms, the 2001 US PGA champion, added: "We're all going to be interested in what Tiger has to say. It's a huge topic in the locker room, around the lunch tables, everywhere we go. We all want to know as players what he's going to do. We hope that he's OK and that he comes back soon."

As well as "discussing" the past, Woods is also expected to address his future. He has not played since winning the Australian Masters in November – just before he drove into a fire hydrant and tree outside his Orlando home in the early hours.

< http://www.guardian.co.uk/sport/2010/feb/18/ernie-els-criticises-tiger-woods > 

Jason Sobel's Live Analysis
By Jason Sobel, ESPN.com

Friday, February 19, 2010

It's been 84 days since Tiger Woods' early-morning car accident outside his home in Florida. On Friday, the world gets its first glimpse of the world's No. 1-ranked golfer when Woods delivers a statement at TPC Sawgrass, which is in the backyard of the PGA Tour headquarters.

ESPN.com blogger Jason Sobel, who is covering the WGC-Accenture Match Play, shares his opinions and insights into Woods' first public appearance in nearly three months. 
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Kevin Maguire, ESPN.com: 

ESPN.com's Jason Sobel will join us at 10:30 a.m. ET to discuss all the happenings around Tiger Woods' first public statement since his Nov. 27 car accident outside his home. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:20 Kevin Maguire, ESPN.com


	10:31
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@JasonSobel: 

Today is the day, folks. The day we’ve all been waiting for. The day when … 

Tiger Woods speaks for a few minutes! 

Never thought I’d see a more anticipated Woods comeback than when he returned here at the WGC-Accenture Match Play Championship last year after knee surgery, but somehow listening to him read a prepared statement may be more compelling than watching him play golf that day. 

What is he going to say? Who else will be in the room? 

Those questions will be answered soon. T-time at TPC-Sawgrass is in exactly 30 minutes. Stay right here for live coverage of the “meeting” before, during and after. 

And as always, fire those questions and comments at me. You may now swing away … 


Friday February 19, 2010 10:31 @JasonSobel

	10:33
	
@JasonSobel: 

One thing we know Tiger will say: “I’m sorry.” My guess is that he will apologize to his fans, his sponsors, his fellow golfers and, most importantly, his family. 

One thing we don’t know he will say: When he plans to return to golf. And we may not find out, either. According to an Associated Press report, PGA Tour commissioner Tim Finchem has intimated that Woods will return to a rehab facility after today’s meeting. How much longer will he remain away from the game? Could be weeks, could be months, could be all year. We don’t know yet, and we may not know an hour from now, either. 


Friday February 19, 2010 10:33 @JasonSobel


	10:34
	

JasonSobel: 

The guy with the most pressure on him today? Tiger’s cameraman. We’re all counting on you, dude. It’s the red button. Just tap it once. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:34 JasonSobel

	10:37
	
[Comment From kris kris : ] 

why do we make him do this charade? i just went him to go back to golf like nothing ever happened. he's a superstar. they have relations with people 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:37 kris 


	10:38
	
@JasonSobel: 

First of all, no one is "making" him do this -- other than the sex addiction therapists who have reportedly suggested this is part of his therapy. 

Secondly, I really, really hope Kris is also working as one of Tiger's consultants. First words out of TW's mouth: "I'm a superstar. They have relations with people." 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:38 @JasonSobel

	10:39
	

JasonSobel: 

TW’s supposedly being advised by consultants who have worked with disgraced politicians. Maybe he’ll say he’s been on the Appalachian Trail. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:39 JasonSobel


	10:41
	
[Comment From jamie from canada jamie from canada : ] 

Do you think Elin will be beside Tiger? 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:41 jamie from canada 

	10:43
	
@JasonSobel: 

There have been reports that she will not be in attendance. 

Of course, there have also been reports that Woods would return to golf in late-January at Torrey Pines and, well, that didn't exactly come to fruition, so I'd rather wait a few minutes and see for myself. 

Personally, I'd be shocked if Elin made an appearance and even more shocked if she actually spoke. Elin has never granted an interview and this doesn't seem like the time she'd want to start. 

Then again, even Eliot Spitzer's wife was by his side when he held his first news conference after that scandal broke, so it would also be a little surprising if she ISN'T there. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:43 @JasonSobel


	10:44
	
[Comment From John John : ] 

The reality is that none of us can walk in Tiger's shoes - only he must live with himself. So why comment? He is really not responsible to the public like an elected offical? 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:44 John 

	10:47
	
@JasonSobel: 

Does Tiger owe the public an apology? That's a debate we could have forever and there would be no winner, because it's a matter of opinion. 

I'll say this much, though: If he were just a golfer, then no, I don't believe he would owe anyone outside of his family an apology. But Woods has built himself up as an educator (with the Tiger Woods Learning Center) and a pitchman (with various companies), embracing a position as a role model. Because of this, I do think that he owes the public some sort of apology and/or explanation. 

If he was simply a golfer and eschewed all other public gestures, I think I'd feel differently. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:47 @JasonSobel


	10:50
	
[Comment From Michael Michael : ] 

As much as we all know Tiger to be a "controller," do you see this event as more of a political move or genuine expression? 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:50 Michael 

	10:52
	
@JasonSobel: 

No, this is all a political move. If he felt genuinely sorry for what he did and wished to explain himself, he would have done so 10 weeks ago. 

This is too little, too late. Just another awful PR move in a long list of 'em ever since this story first broke. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:52 @JasonSobel


	10:52
	
[Comment From Rod Rod : ] 

I'm interested in how well you know Tiger. Do you feel like you know the man, or are you as much in the dark as the rest of us feel? 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:52 Rod 

	10:54
	
@JasonSobel: 

I've covered him on the golf beat for six years. Sat in on dozens of interviews sessions. Conducted two one-on-one sitdowns with him. He knows my name and says hi when he sees me. 

But does that mean I "know" him? Not at all. And by the stories that are out there, I don't think very many people know the real Tiger Woods. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:54 @JasonSobel


	10:56
	

JasonSobel: 

Next up for the GWAA: We’re also going to boycott muddy parking lots, weak coffee and free swag. Wait, no. We’ll keep the swag. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:56 JasonSobel

	10:57
	

JasonSobel: 

The GWAA boycott has extended to the AMPC. Golf writers are burning their bras, chaining themselves to their desks and singing "Kumbaya." 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:57 JasonSobel


	10:58
	
@JasonSobel: 

It's true that the GWAA board elected to boycott the meeting, choosing not to attend if questions could not be asked and attendance was limited. 

There will still be reporters for three wire services in attendance. All others are stationed at the Sawgrass Marriott, about two miles away from the clubhouse. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:58 @JasonSobel

	10:58
	
[Comment From Peter Peter : ] 

Are you in the room or a mile away? 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:58 Peter 


	10:59
	
@JasonSobel: 

Neither. I'm at the WGC-Accenture Match Play Championship, where a few days ago, I had planned to cover a golf tournament. 

Instead, I'll be getting player reactions throughout the day. 

Friday February 19, 2010 10:59 @JasonSobel

	11:02
	
@JasonSobel: 

Tiger is now up... 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:02 @JasonSobel


	11:02
	
@JasonSobel: 

"Many of you have worked with me or supported me ... every one of you has good reason to be critical of me..." 


Friday February 19, 2010 11:02 @JasonSobel

	11:02
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I am deeply sorry for my irresponsible and selfish behavior..." 


Friday February 19, 2010 11:02 @JasonSobel


	11:03
	
@JasonSobel: 

"People want to know how I could be so selfish. ... People want to know how I could have done these things to my wife Elin and my children ..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:03 @JasonSobel

	11:03
	
@JasonSobel: 

"Elin and I have started the process of discussing the damage done by my behavior. My real apology will not come in words. It will come in my behavior over time..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:03 @JasonSobel


	11:03
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I am also aware of the pain my behavior has caused people in this room. I have let you down. And I have let down my fans..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:03 @JasonSobel

	11:04
	
@JasonSobel: 

"To those of you who work for me, I have let you down personally and professionally..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:04 @JasonSobel


	11:05
	
@JasonSobel: 

"Thirteen years ago, my dad and I envisioned working with young people. ... This remains unchanged. ... Millions of kids have changed their lives. ... I'm dedicated to making sure that continues. ..." 


Friday February 19, 2010 11:05 @JasonSobel

	11:05
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I have made you question who I am. ... I am embarrassed that I have put you in this position. ... For all that I have done, I am so sorry..." 


Friday February 19, 2010 11:05 @JasonSobel


	11:06
	
@JasonSobel: 

"There is one issue that I would like to discuss. Some people have said that Elin attacked me... there has never been an episode of domestic violence in our relationship -- EVER." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:06 @JasonSobel

	11:06
	
@JasonSobel: 

"Elin has showed poise ... Elin deserves praise, not blame..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:06 @JasonSobel


	11:06
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I was unfaithful. I had affairs. I cheated. What I did was not acceptable and I am the only person to blame..." 


Friday February 19, 2010 11:06 @JasonSobel

	11:07
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I knew my actions were wrong, but I had convinced myself that normal rules did not apply ... I thought only about myself..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:07 @JasonSobel


	11:07
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I thought I could get away with anything I wanted to. ... I thought I was entitled. Thanks to money and fame, I didn't have to go far to find it..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:07 @JasonSobel

	11:08
	
@JasonSobel: 

"The same boundaries that apply to everyone apply to me... I hurt my wife, my kids, my mother, my wife's family, my friends, my foundation and kids all around the world who admired me..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:08 @JasonSobel


	11:08
	
@JasonSobel: 

"My failures have made me look at myself in a way I never wanted to before..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:08 @JasonSobel

	11:08
	
@JasonSobel: 

"It's up to me to start living a life of integrity... " 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:08 @JasonSobel


	11:08
	
@JasonSobel: 

"Achievements on the golf course are only part of setting an example. Caring and decency are what matter..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:08 @JasonSobel

	11:09
	
@JasonSobel: 

"It's hard to admit that I need help, but I do. For 45 days, from the end of December to early February, I was in in-patient therapy receiving guidance for the issues I am facing. I have a long way to go, but I am taking steps in the right direction..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:09 @JasonSobel


	11:10
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I understand that people want to know whether Elin and I will remain together. Every one of these questions and answers are between Elin and me..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:10 @JasonSobel

	11:10
	
@JasonSobel: 

"Some people have made up things that have never happened. They said I used performance-enhancing drugs. This is completely false..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:10 @JasonSobel


	11:11
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I have always tried to maintain a private space for my wife and children. ... When my children were born, we only released photos so the paparazzi would not follow them..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:11 @JasonSobel

	11:11
	
@JasonSobel: 

Tiger is speaking about the paparazzi taking pictures of his children, wife and mother. Starts to choke up a bit. "Please leave them alone." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:11 @JasonSobel


	11:12
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I owe it to those closest to me to become a better man. I have a lot of work to do and I tend to dedicate myself to doing it..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:12 @JasonSobel

	11:12
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I was raised a Buddhist... drifted away from it in recent years. ...It teaches me to stop following every impulse and learn restraint..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:12 @JasonSobel


	11:12
	
@JasonSobel: 

"As I move forward, I will continue to receive help, because I learn that's how people do change..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:12 @JasonSobel

	11:13
	
@JasonSobel: 

"Starting tomorrow, I will leave for more treatment and more therapy..." 


Friday February 19, 2010 11:13 @JasonSobel


	11:13
	
@JasonSobel: 

"In therapy, I have learned the importance of looking at my spiritual life..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:13 @JasonSobel

	11:14
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I've learned to seek support from my peers in therapy and I hope someday to return that support to others..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:14 @JasonSobel


	11:14
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I do plan to return to golf someday. I just don't know when that will be. I don't rule out that it will be this year..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:14 @JasonSobel

	11:14
	
@JasonSobel: 

"To everyone who has reached out to me and my family, thank you. Your encouragement means the world to Elin and me..." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:14 @JasonSobel


	11:15
	
@JasonSobel: 

"I look forward to seeing my fellow players on the course. Finally, there are many people in this room and at home who believed in me. Today I want to ask for your help. I ask you to find room in your heart to one day believe in me again." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:15 @JasonSobel

	11:15
	
@JasonSobel: 

"Thank you." 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:15 @JasonSobel


	11:15
	
@JasonSobel: 

Tiger walks off the podium and hugs his mother, Tida. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:15 @JasonSobel

	11:16
	
@JasonSobel: 

Long embrace. She's speaking to him, too. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:16 @JasonSobel


	11:16
	
@JasonSobel: 

Tiger shaking hands with friends, among them Notah Begay and Tim Finchem. Then he walks out of the room. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:16 @JasonSobel

	11:17
	
[Comment From John John : ] 

I honestly believe these are genuine and honest remarks. Great job. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:17 John 


	11:17
	
[Comment From Vinnie Vinnie : ] 

Jason, I am sorry, that was terrible... everything was choreographed. everything 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:17 Vinnie 

	11:19
	
@JasonSobel: 

Mixed thoughts so far. My opinion? Yes, it was scripted and planned and a bit contrived. It was very obviously written by a speechwriter, not Tiger himself. 

That said, it doesn't mean those words don't echo what Tiger thinks and believes. With the world watching, he couldn't simply get up to the podium and wing it; he needed a solid plan. Can't fault him for that. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:19 @JasonSobel


	11:21
	
@JasonSobel: 

The biggest news from this thing? As a golf writer, maybe I'm looking at it from a different angle than most others, but it's the fact that his indefinite leave of absence will continue and he may not play golf at all this year. 

We knew he was going to apologize. We knew he would talk in generic terms about what he's done wrong. We didn't know anything about what his future plans included. 

Now we know that he will return to therapy tomorrow rather than coming back to the PGA Tour. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:21 @JasonSobel

	11:22
	
[Comment From April April : ] 

I think that was a great speech he gave. As a wife myself, I felt like he was truly sorry for what he has done. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:22 April 


	11:23
	
@JasonSobel: 

I'm sure that Tiger only cares whether one wife actually believes him or not -- and that's Elin. It really does seem like he cares for her and about her and wants to work to make their marriage successful. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:23 @JasonSobel

	11:24
	
[Comment From OJ OJ : ] 

haiku time: His apology; I did everything and more, LEAVE ELIN ALONE! 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:24 OJ 


	11:25
	
@JasonSobel: 

Wonder if Tiger's plea for the paparazzi to leave his family alone will fall on deaf ears. 

Actually, I don't wonder. I know. They'll keep taking those photographs and following them around. 

Gotta really feel bad for Elin, Tida and the kids in this situation. They never wanted the media scrutiny and have been pushed into the tabloids because of this. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:25 @JasonSobel

	11:26
	
[Comment From Scott Scott : ] 

Jason, I disagree with you on the opinion that he could not "just wing it". That is exactly what he should have done. Let's be honest and say that what he was going to say was not going to matter a whole lot. Those that are Tiger fans were going to see redeeming qualities in whaatever he said. Those that are not Tiger fans will continue to see fault. So, what he said was not as important as how he said it. He had a chance to be a normal person, and speak as such. people would have related to that, Instead, he choose to read words that even you are pretty sure he did not write himself. It just doesn't mean as much if you cannot take the time to convey your own feelings, in your own words, regardless of how "unpolished" it might have been. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:26 Scott 


	11:29
	
@JasonSobel: 

I disagree. Even if those feelings are completely heartfelt, even though he's spent plenty of time in front of a camera, the guy isn't an entertainer. He's a golfer. And making an improvisational speech knowing millions of people around the world are watching him wouldn't have been an easy thing. 

Besides, we're not going to see Tiger again for a while, I wouldn't think. Anything he wanted us to know, he had to say within this speech. Having it written beforehand meant he could discuss everything that he wanted to and wouldn't leave anything out. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:29 @JasonSobel

	11:30
	
[Comment From erwin erwin : ] 

It was odd that tiger only seemed to show genuine emotion in his voice when he challenged the rumors of him taking PED. Everything else seemed to be robotic. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:30 erwin 


	11:30
	
@JasonSobel: 

His voice inflection changed for that and when he spoke about the paparazzi going after his family. Other than that, he remained pretty even keeled and monotone. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:30 @JasonSobel

	11:31
	
[Comment From Big Hess Big Hess : ] 

And his pre-formulated speech meant that he could be as specific as he wanted...which was very generic. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:31 Big Hess 


	11:31
	Do you feel Tiger Woods was sincere and genuine in his comments today?
Yes

 ( 68% )

No

 ( 32% )

Friday February 19, 2010 11:31 

	11:33
	
@JasonSobel: 

We couldn't have expected any more. Tiger wasn't going to come out with photos of alleged mistresses, point to each one and say, "That one's true. So is that one. She's a liar. Never met her. Yup, been with her..." 

We were never going to get specifics about anything, only generics. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:33 @JasonSobel


	11:33
	
[Comment From Travis Travis : ] 

You guys try having most of the country hating you and giving them an apology. Probably not the easiest thing you can do. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:33 Travis 

	11:35
	
@JasonSobel: 

Absolutely not. Again, even though Tiger has spoken publicly so often in his life, that's not his job nor is it what he enjoys doing. 

This was more difficult for him than any tee shot at Augusta or rehab from a knee injury. He was certainly out of his element and showing a side of himself that we have never seen before. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:35 @JasonSobel


	11:37
	
[Comment From Ron Mac Ron Mac : ] 

How about discussing the elephant in the room- you will not criticize Tiger for fear of your losing access! 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:37 Ron Mac 

	11:40
	
@JasonSobel: 

This whole notion that golf writers pander to Tiger so we can get access to him is so misplaced, it's ridiculous. 

First off, even before this scandal, he spoke almost solely in interview room settings which don't exclude anybody. Very rarely does Tiger grant personal interviews and that will happen way less from here on in. 

Secondly, the GWAA just voted to boycott this speech rather than send three invited reporters. How can we still be accused of trying to gain access to him? If anything, we've collectively distanced ourselves from him. 

I just don't get this idea. Plainly, it's wrong. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:40 @JasonSobel


	11:40
	
[Comment From Bh Bh : ] 

That may be the most nervous I have ever seen him when he walked to the mic. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:40 Bh 

	11:41
	
@JasonSobel: 

I have no doubt that he was very nervous about that. Other than a couple of small stumbles, he read the words carefully and successfully, though only showed emotion in those few instances I stated earlier. 

Could he have done more? Absolutely. But like I said, that was the hardest thing he's ever had to do in front of the public. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:41 @JasonSobel


	11:42
	
[Comment From Aaron Aaron : ] 

This is what I felt from the whole speech. Tiger understands that everything that he done was wrong. But I feel like he was only appologetic to HIMSELF, his KIDS, and the PUBLIC YOUTH, but not Elin. How do you feel about it? 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:42 Aaron 

	11:45
	
@JasonSobel: 

Really? Seemed to me he was pretty apologetic toward Elin, too. 

Let's look at it from another standpoint: If Tiger poured his heart out to her in front of the camera and had tears streaming down his cheeks, wouldn't a large percentage of the population believe he was just doing that to restore his image anyway? 

The fact is, those who don't want to believe Tiger was going to be sincere weren't going to believe it no matter what. I think a lot of people came into this speech with preconceived notions about what they thought of Tiger -- and those weren't going to change based on what he said. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:45 @JasonSobel


	11:45
	Do you believe Tiger Woods was sincere in his speech?
Yes

 ( 76% )

No

 ( 24% )

Friday February 19, 2010 11:45 

	11:46
	
[Comment From Brad Brad : ] 

He sounded like a person partially through therapy. To piggyback on the Buddhism reference, he is on the path but far from enlightenment. He's fallen hard, and it's a long way back to the top. We may not get the full emotion we want until years later. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:46 Brad 


	11:47
	
@JasonSobel: 

And that's exactly what he is. As Tiger said, he's been in therapy since December and will return tomorrow. His recovery process is still a work in progress. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:47 @JasonSobel

	11:48
	
[Comment From MIke MIke : ] 

Here's what we know about Tiger...when he commits to something, he commits everything he has. Now, he's focusing on his family (probably about time) and the rest of us will just have to suffer for a while. It's a bummer for golf and golf fans, but it's the best thing for Tiger. I'm willing to suffer for a while so he can get his life back together. But let's face it, no matter what the other golfers want to say, golf is not the same without him. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:48 MIke 


	11:51
	
@JasonSobel: 

Good point. Tiger is not going to go to therapy half of the time and play golf the other half of the time. He is going to go through this process with total commitment and it may be an awfully long time before we see him play golf again. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:51 @JasonSobel

	11:53
	
[Comment From kate kate : ] 

having been married and now divorced to a man to claimed to be in recovery for his self-proclaimed sexual addiction, i think the most true statement he made was that his amends and apology to both Elin and his fans will be NOTHING he says now or in the future....but what is ACTIONS show. ACTIONS = TRUTH. Time will tell if Tiger is sincere or not. He's shown his dedication and will to golf. If he can focus on his recovery half as much he did golf, Elin has reason to stay with the father of her children and give him grace and time to see if his actions bear truth to what he said today. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:53 kate 


	11:55
	
@JasonSobel: 

It seems Tiger believes that, too -- and he said as much during his speech. 

You're right; there's nothing he can say in a 10-minute speech that will make Elin forgive him and make everything better again. This is going to take a long time and it's going to come from actions, not words. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:55 @JasonSobel

	11:55
	
[Comment From Nate Nate : ] 

I found it quite interesting that he thanked the players so much. It seems to me that most of the players have not had his back, in fact have been criticizing him so, how do you feel about the players reaction to this whole situation? 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:55 Nate 


	11:58
	
@JasonSobel: 

I think Tiger really wanted to refute the idea that he chose this week in an effort to be vindictive toward Accenture, which was the first sponsor to cut ties with him in December. 

As I reported yesterday, an Accenture spokesperson said that Tiger's agent called the company beforehand and purposely scheduled the meeting for the morning, so that it wouldn't interfere with the on-course action here at the event. 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:58 @JasonSobel

	11:59
	
[Comment From jeff jeff : ] 

i still dont understand the timing issue. when ever he was going to speak was going to be big news??? 

Friday February 19, 2010 11:59 jeff 


	12:01
	
@JasonSobel: 

This was part of the recovery process. As some people have e-mailed me, it appears to be Step 9 of 12. (If he mentioned that in the speech, I missed it.) That's why he gave this speech today and not earlier -- or later. 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:01 @JasonSobel

	12:03
	
@JasonSobel: 

Here is the entire transcript of Woods' speech, word for word: 

Good morning, and thank you for joining me. Many of you in this room are my friends. Many of you in this room know me. Many of you have cheered for me or you've worked with me or you've supported me. 

Now every one of you has good reason to be critical of me. I want to say to each of you, simply and directly, I am deeply sorry for my irresponsible and selfish behavior I engaged in. 

I know people want to find out how I could be so selfish and so foolish. People want to know how I could have done these things to my wife Elin and to my children. And while I have always tried to be a private person, there are some things I want to say. 

Elin and I have started the process of discussing the damage caused by my behavior. As Elin pointed out to me, my real apology to her will not come in the form of words; it will come from my behavior over time. We have a lot to discuss; however, what we say to each other will remain between the two of us. 

I am also aware of the pain my behavior has caused to those of you in this room. I have let you down, and I have let down my fans. For many of you, especially my friends, my behavior has been a personal disappointment. To those of you who work for me, I have let you down personally and professionally. My behavior has caused considerable worry to my business partners. 

To everyone involved in my foundation, including my staff, board of directors, sponsors, and most importantly, the young students we reach, our work is more important than ever. Thirteen years ago, my dad and I envisioned helping young people achieve their dreams through education. This work remains unchanged and will continue to grow. From the Learning Center students in Southern California to the Earl Woods scholars in Washington, D.C., millions of kids have changed their lives, and I am dedicated to making sure that continues. 

But still, I know I have bitterly disappointed all of you. I have made you question who I am and how I could have done the things I did. I am embarrassed that I have put you in this position. 

For all that I have done, I am so sorry. 

I have a lot to atone for, but there is one issue I really want to discuss. Some people have speculated that Elin somehow hurt or attacked me on Thanksgiving night. It angers me that people would fabricate a story like that. Elin never hit me that night or any other night. There has never been an episode of domestic violence in our marriage, ever. Elin has shown enormous grace and poise throughout this ordeal. Elin deserves praise, not blame. 

The issue involved here was my repeated irresponsible behavior. I was unfaithful. I had affairs. I cheated. What I did is not acceptable, and I am the only person to blame. 

I stopped living by the core values that I was taught to believe in. I knew my actions were wrong, but I convinced myself that normal rules didn't apply. I never thought about who I was hurting. Instead, I thought only about myself. I ran straight through the boundaries that a married couple should live by. I thought I could get away with whatever I wanted to. I felt that I had worked hard my entire life and deserved to enjoy all the temptations around me. I felt I was entitled. Thanks to money and fame, I didn't have to go far to find them. 

I was wrong. I was foolish. I don't get to play by different rules. The same boundaries that apply to everyone apply to me. I brought this shame on myself. I hurt my wife, my kids, my mother, my wife's family, my friends, my foundation, and kids all around the world who admired me. 

I've had a lot of time to think about what I've done. My failures have made me look at myself in a way I never wanted to before. It's now up to me to make amends, and that starts by never repeating the mistakes I've made. It's up to me to start living a life of integrity. 

I once heard, and I believe it's true, it's not what you achieve in life that matters; it's what you overcome. Achievements on the golf course are only part of setting an example. Character and decency are what really count. 

Parents used to point to me as a role model for their kids. I owe all those families a special apology. I want to say to them that I am truly sorry. 

It's hard to admit that I need help, but I do. For 45 days from the end of December to early February, I was in inpatient therapy receiving guidance for the issues I'm facing. I have a long way to go. But I've taken my first steps in the right direction. 

As I proceed, I understand people have questions. I understand the press wants to ask me for the details and the times I was unfaithful. I understand people want to know whether Elin and I will remain together. Please know that as far as I'm concerned, every one of these questions and answers is a matter between Elin and me. These are issues between a husband and a wife. 

Some people have made up things that never happened. They said I used performance enhancing drugs. This is completely and utterly false. Some have written things about my family. Despite the damage I have done, I still believe it is right to shield my family from the public spotlight. They did not do these things; I did. 

I have always tried to maintain a private space for my wife and children. They have been kept separate from my sponsors, my commercial endorsements. When my children were born, we only released photographs so that the paparazzi could not chase them. However, my behavior doesn't make it right for the media to follow my two and a half year old daughter to school and report the school's location. They staked out my wife and they pursued my mom. Whatever my wrongdoings, for the sake of my family, please leave my wife and kids alone. 

I recognize I have brought this on myself, and I know above all I am the one who needs to change. I owe it to my family to become a better person. I owe it to those closest to me to become a better man. That's where my focus will be. 

I have a lot of work to do, and I intend to dedicate myself to doing it. Part of following this path for me is Buddhism, which my mother taught me at a young age. People probably don't realize it, but I was raised a Buddhist, and I actively practiced my faith from childhood until I drifted away from it in recent years. Buddhism teaches that a craving for things outside ourselves causes an unhappy and pointless search for security. It teaches me to stop following every impulse and to learn restraint. Obviously I lost track of what I was taught. 

As I move forward, I will continue to receive help because I've learned that's how people really do change. Starting tomorrow, I will leave for more treatment and more therapy. I would like to thank my friends at Accenture and the players in the field this week for understanding why I'm making these remarks today. 

In therapy I've learned the importance of looking at my spiritual life and keeping in balance with my professional life. I need to regain my balance and be centered so I can save the things that are most important to me, my marriage and my children. 

That also means relying on others for help. I've learned to seek support from my peers in therapy, and I hope someday to return that support to others who are seeking help. I do plan to return to golf one day, I just don't know when that day will be. 

I don't rule out that it will be this year. When I do return, I need to make my behavior more respectful of the game. In recent weeks I have received many thousands of emails, letters and phone calls from people expressing good wishes. To everyone who has reached out to me and my family, thank you. Your encouragement means the world to Elin and me. 

I want to thank the PGA TOUR, Commissioner Finchem, and the players for their patience and understanding while I work on my private life. I look forward to seeing my fellow players on the course. 

Finally, there are many people in this room, and there are many people at home who believed in me. Today I want to ask for your help. I ask you to find room in your heart to one day believe in me again. 

Thank you. 


Friday February 19, 2010 12:03 @JasonSobel


	12:04
	
[Comment From Chad Chad : ] 

It seems to me that he will be back on the course, by this I mean a PGA event, sooner than later. Why the appearance at the range? Why jogging in the neighborhood? I am guessing he could have done both of those at home if he still wanted seclusion. IMO he will be back at Arnold's Tournament or the Masters. 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:04 Chad 

	12:07
	
@JasonSobel: 

No way. Let's take a hint here, folks: He's not playing golf for a very long time. 

I've been saying for a while that he would miss the entire 2010 season; even though he said he wouldn't "rule out" returning before the end of the year, I'd put that possibility at less than 50 percent. 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:07 @JasonSobel


	12:07
	When will Tiger Woods return to competitive golf?
2010 Masters

 ( 30% )

Late-2010

 ( 44% )

Early-2011

 ( 25% )

Never

 ( 1% )

Friday February 19, 2010 12:07 

	12:12
	
[Comment From Mark Mark : ] 

Do you believe his statement "When I do return, I need to make my behavior more respectful of the game." is he retorting Tom Watson's telling him he needs to be more respectful to the game? 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:12 Mark 


	12:15
	
@JasonSobel: 

Perhaps not necessarily in direct response to Watson's comments, but it was certainly apparent last year that Woods was reflecting his anger on the golf course. 

There's a difference between being focused and playing with anger, and at some point he morphed from the former to the latter. 

From club-throwing to swearing, he hasn't looked happy on the course in a long time. Even in victory, he appears more relieved than anything. 

I do believe that, because he will be under such scrutiny when he returns, Tiger will try to show more restraint and be more respectful of the game. Could be a difficult change, but it's a necessary one. 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:15 @JasonSobel

	12:16
	
[Comment From Jonathan Jonathan : ] 

Any comments from any of the competitors at the WGC-Accenture Match Play yet? 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:16 Jonathan 


	12:17
	
@JasonSobel: 

Not yet. Some of the 16 guys left here are going to make themselves available for comment either before or after their rounds. 

I'll have a column on player reaction later today. 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:17 @JasonSobel

	12:19
	
[Comment From Rick Rick : ] 

If he were to miss the entired season, do you believe he's risking the Major title record he so desires? He'd be 34 when he returned, still in his prime but what if it takes 1 year to knock off the rust? 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:19 Rick 


	12:22
	
@JasonSobel: 

Sure, anytime he skips major championships, he's putting that record in jeopardy -- especially when three of the four are being held on courses where he's won before. 

If he does indeed skip them, that should show us how important this recovery process is to him. 

Even if it does take him a while to "knock off the rust," I don't believe he'll return as the 150th-best player in the world. He's going to be the best once again, although the margin between him and everyone else may not be as large. 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:22 @JasonSobel

	12:23
	
@JasonSobel: 

First player comment from on site comes from Luke Donald: 

"Well, I think it was a sincere apology. Obviously I think he made it very clear that he wants media to leave his family alone, which I kind of agree with. Seems like he's getting the care and help that he needs, and hopefully he'll get the help he needs and he'll be back on tour whenever he's better." 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:23 @JasonSobel


	12:24
	
@JasonSobel: 

I know I'll be asked a lot today about player reaction, but really -- as Stewart Cink mentioned the other day -- these guys are just like everyone else in the public. They don't know any more or less about Tiger and they're just waiting to see when he'll return, too. 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:24 @JasonSobel

	12:26
	
@JasonSobel: 

That's going to do it for this part of the live coverage. I'll have a column up shortly on my reaction to Woods' comments, followed by another on what the players are saying. 

Thanks for joining in. Until next time, hit 'em straight ... 

Friday February 19, 2010 12:26 @JasonSobel


< http://sports.espn.go.com/golf/columns/story?columnist=sobel_jason&page=CiL > 
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