GETTYSBURG ADDRESS

Four score and seven years ago, our fathers brought forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of that field, as a final resting place for those who here gave their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether fitting and proper that we should do this.

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate – we can not consecrate – we can not hallow – this ground. The brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the great task remaining before us -- that from these honored dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which they gave the last full measure of devotion -- that we here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain -- that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of freedom -- and that government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth.
ANALYSIS
· 10 sentences

· 270 words

· heightened rhetoric

1) USA = a new, recent nation 

a. a baby among nations

b. only 87 years old

i. contrasted with European nations
2) USA = founded on liberty, equality

a. fundamental principle = equality

b. all men are created equal (allusion)
3) Civil War

a. Tests the founding proposition

b. Can such a nation last, endure?

c. Purpose/Cause of Civil War = equality, freedom

i. freedom for all Americans

4) Purpose of Gettysburg gathering

a. Why we’re here

b. Civil war

c. To dedicate a part of the battlefield

i. site of the bloodiest battle

d. To honor those men who sacrificed their lives for a greater good (equality)

e. To make a battlefield into a cemetery

i. a site of death, bloodshed 

ii. into a site of honor, sanctity, holiness, reverence

f. it is right, proper, honorable that we should dedicate this field in their memory

5) But

a. We’re not worthy

b. They gave the ultimate sacrifice for the cause (lives)

i. They sanctified the field with blood

ii. What can we possibly do – with words
6) “unfinished work”

a. But we can dedicate, commit ourselves to the cause they died for

b. Let them not have died in vain

c. Recommit to the original proposition that founded this country

i. So the (Union) soldiers did not die in vain

ii. So the Founding Fathers did not strive in vain

iii. So the Founding Fathers’ creation, dream does not end, die

iv. So freedom may ring in this country for all men

7) ANALOGIES

a. renew wedding vows

b. recommit to partner, cause

c. baptized again

8) ALLUSIONS:

a. Bible 

b. Declaration of Independence

