“Bishop Defines ‘Diversity’ in Diocesan Statement”
Bishop Joseph F. Martino called on area Catholics to acknowledge a difference between what he termed “authentic tolerance” and an “anything-goes mindset” in a written statement issued Tuesday.

In the statement , posted at the diocesan Web site, the bishop addressed public reaction to his request that Misericordia University “seriously consider discontinuing” its Diversity Institute after the school hosted a speaker who is an advocate for gay rights.

While diversity is a worthy goal, a Catholic institution may not compromise on the “objective, moral truth” of Catholic teaching, the bishop wrote.

“For example, would the Diversity Institute be justified in hosting a speaker who believes the Holocaust is a myth? Or one who believes slavery is OK because certain people are inferior? Or one who believes women can be exploited because they are the ‘weaker sex’?” the bishop wrote.

“Their views are certainly ‘diverse,’ but does that qualify them to be given a platform in the name of tolerance? As Catholics, we believe there is an objective, moral truth — given to us by Jesus Christ. This truth is timeless, and it cannot be altered by the shifting tides of popular culture.”

Martino wrote that it was his right and obligation to ensure that authentic Catholic teaching is being offered at all Catholic institutions, and that viewpoints in opposition to Catholic teaching are not presented as acceptable alternatives.

He voiced “absolute disapproval” of Misericordia hosting Keith Boykin “not because of his sexual orientation, but because he is a well-known proponent of morality that is disturbingly opposed to Catholic teaching, such as homosexual relations and same-sex marriage.”

Last week, Martino asked the university to provide “concrete evidence” on how it teaches Catholic morality regarding sexuality and homosexuality.

Misericordia responded with a statement that said it has “been committed deeply to its Catholic mission and the teachings of the Catholic Church for 85 years” and that it “welcomes the opportunity to discuss these matters with the bishop and his delegates at their convenience.”

In Tuesday’s statement, Martino wrote: “It is regrettable that the university chose to respond with a brief statement without any such evidence.”

Misericordia issued another statement Tuesday, saying school officials are “working diligently to schedule a meeting with the bishop and his delegates so dialogue can be established … Misericordia University respects the bishop’s position. The university looks forward to resolving these concerns directly with Bishop Martino.”

William Genello, diocesan spokesman, said the bishop plans to meet with university officials, but offered no further comment.

Martino concluded his statement by offering a “postscript” to people who criticize him for “taking public stances that may not be popular or ‘politically correct,’ or may not agree with their own personal notions of what ‘progressive’ Catholic doctrine should be.”

“My job as a bishop is to promulgate the authentic teaching of the Catholic Church to all the faithful,” he wrote. “I will continue to do so.”
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Bishop Issues Reflection on Teaching 
of Diversity and Tolerance 
Bishop Joseph F. Martino has issued a reflection on how the teaching of diversity and tolerance relates to the teaching of the Catholic Church. The reflection follows:

 

A substantial amount of media coverage and public commentary ensued after I asked Misericordia University to seriously consider discontinuing its Diversity Institute. Students and others in the community related how this Institute has furthered the advancement of tolerance, understanding and harmony between people of different races and cultures.

These are all worthy goals. All people of good will should work toward these ends.

Misericordia University, as a Catholic institution, has a responsibility for helping the community achieve these goals. However, precisely because it is a Catholic institution, it also has a responsibility to transmit Catholic teaching to its students in ways that are not ambiguous or confusing.

As I said in my previous statement, students should learn respect for all races and cultures, but viewpoints that are in direct opposition to Catholic teaching should not be presented under the guise of “diversity.” Doing so within a formal structure sanctioned by the institution gives the impression that these viewpoints are acceptable, or that all morality is relative.

As Catholics, we must distinguish between authentic tolerance and an “anything goes” mindset. For example, would the Diversity Institute be justified in hosting a speaker who believes the Holocaust is a myth? Or one who believes slavery is okay because certain people are inferior? Or one who believes women can be exploited because they are the “weaker sex”? There are people out there who actually believe this nonsense, and they would be perfectly willing to come to the campus to tell you why.

Their views are certainly “diverse,” but does that qualify them to be given a platform in the name of tolerance? Or should they be allowed to make a presentation without any retort from the Catholic perspective?

As Catholics, we believe there is an objective, moral Truth – given to us by Jesus Christ. This Truth is timeless, and it cannot be altered by the shifting tides of popular culture. If our faith and our actions are not rooted in this Truth, we risk contributing to the “dictatorship of relativism” cited by then Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger in a homily given just prior to his election as Pope Benedict XVI. He said:

“To have a clear faith, according to the creed of the Church, is often labeled as fundamentalism. While relativism, that is, allowing oneself to be carried about with every wind of ‘doctrine,’ seems to be the attitude that is fashionable. A dictatorship of relativism is being constituted that recognizes nothing as absolute and which only leaves the ‘I’ and its whims as the ultimate measure.”

As the Bishop, it is not only my right, but my obligation to ensure that authentic Catholic teaching is being provided in all Catholic institutions in this Diocese, and that viewpoints in opposition to this teaching are not being presented as acceptable alternatives. 

I voiced my “absolute disapproval” of Misericordia’s hosting of Keith Boykin not because of his sexual orientation, but because he is a well known proponent of morality that is disturbingly opposed to Catholic teaching, such as homosexual relations and same sex marriage. Furthermore, no presentation was made to balance Mr. Boykin’s viewpoints with the teaching of the Catholic Church.

That is why I asked Misericordia, which asserted that it “is committed deeply to its Catholic mission,” to convey how it teaches Catholic morality regarding sexuality and homosexuality, and to produce concrete evidence. It is regrettable that the University chose to respond with a brief statement without any such evidence.

Nevertheless, I continue to urge Misericordia University to fulfill the four essential characteristics of a Catholic institution of higher learning. As I pointed out in briefer form in my initial statement on this matter, these are: 

 

1.  A Christian inspiration not only of individuals but of the university community as such;

2.  A continuing reflection in the light of the Catholic faith upon the growing treasury of human knowledge, to which it seeks to contribute by its own research;

3.  Fidelity to the Christian message as it comes to us through the Church; 
4.  An institutional commitment to the service of the people of God and of the human family in their pilgrimage to the transcendent goal which gives meaning to life.

(Pope John Paul II, Apostolic Constitution on Catholic Universities)

 

I also offer this postscript to those who criticize me for taking public stances that may not be popular or “politically correct,” or may not agree with their own personal notions of what “progressive” Catholic doctrine should be. My job as a Bishop is to promulgate the authentic teaching of the Catholic Church to all the faithful. I will continue to do so.
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DEFINITION
· Diversity

· Tolerance

· Multiculturalism

· Political Correctness

· College

· Catholic School:  
· elementary, high school, college, university

· Bishop
· Marriage:

· man, woman

· right v. privilege

· commitment

· love

· Catholic

· Christian

Keeping Doctrine, Academics in Harmony Can Be Difficult

The balance Catholic universities try to maintain between doctrine and academic freedom can be "very messy," says Thomas Smith, a long-time researcher of Catholic higher education. 

Misericordia University is feeling just how messy that balance can be as Bishop Joseph F. Martino of the Diocese of Scranton has asked the school to "seriously consider closing" the Diversity Institute, which co-sponsored two presentations by gay-rights advocate Keith Boykin. 

Opinions on that balance from Catholic higher education researchers and educators vary. Some say the school has a duty to address topics from a Catholic standpoint; others believe the school should provide all views and let the students make their own decisions. 

"To me, the balancing has to be done in the minds of students," said Smith, assistant vice president for undergraduate studies at the University of Northern Colorado. "Catholic universities can certainly frame the issues in respect to Catholic doctrine, but the idea that you simply exclude ideas, that's simply off the table. That's not what a university does." 

When a Catholic university has a speaker or event on campus discussing viewpoints conflicting with church teachings, Smith, who spent 23 years working with Catholic higher education, said the school can provide and heavily promote additional speakers or events that are aligned with the Catholic doctrine. That can help to ease, if not prevent, issues like at Misericordia. 

On the other side of the issue are researchers like Margaret Hogan, McNerney-Hanson professor of ethics and executive director for the Garaventa Center for Catholic Intellectual Life and American Culture with the University of Portland. She feels that all ideas should be thoroughly examined at Catholic universities, but those universities should teach information that is consistent and in line with the Catholic doctrine. 

"Most importantly, the Catholic university as Catholic is required to acknowledge that it does not address these ideas from a values-neutral standpoint but from within a standpoint enriched by its own tradition," she wrote. 

"The Catholic university must be mindful of its obligation to continue to study the tradition and the appropriate application of the tradition to contemporary affairs so that its understanding of the truth is a truthful understanding." 

Charles Russo, adjunct professor of law at the Dayton University School of Law, approaches the issue from a legal standpoint, after spending years studying and teaching about Catholicism, education and law. One proactive step a Catholic university can take is to be more selective during its hiring process and hire more Catholics and people who have similar values to the university, he suggested. 

Having studied Ex Corde Ecclesiae, which outlines what Catholic higher education should be according to the pope, Russo said he feels the apostolic constitution isn't meant to limit the university's education, but instead to help enforce a sense of respect faculty should have to the Catholic teachings. While they can have their own opinions on issues and can discuss them as their personal opinions, out of respect for the church and the university, they should teach the Catholic doctrine. 

"I don't think it's saying you can't raise any questions, but do it a respectful manner," he said. 
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