“A Cheating Crisis in America's Schools – 
A Crisis in America's Schools — How It’s Done and Why It’s Happening”

ABC News, April 29

Angelo Angelis, a professor at Hunter College in New York City, was recently grading some student papers

on the story of Paul Revere when he noticed something strange.

A certain passage kept appearing in his students' work, he said.

It went like this, Angelis told Primetime's Charles Gibson: "Paul Revere would never have said, 'The British are coming, the British are coming,' he was in fact himself British, he would have said something like, 'the Red Coats are coming.' "

Angelis typed the words into Google, and found the passage on one Web site by a fifth-grade class. Half a dozen of his college students had copied their work from a bunch of elementary school kids, he thought.

The Web site was very well done, Angelis said. For fifth graders, he would give them an "A." But his

college students deserved an "F".

Lifting papers off the Internet is one of the newer trends in plagiarism — and technology is giving students even more ways to cheat nowadays. Authoritative numbers are hard to come by, but according to a 2002 confidential survey of 12,000 high school students, 74 percent admitted cheating on an examination at least once in the past year.

In a six-month investigation, Primetime traveled to colleges and high schools across the country to see how students are cheating, and why. The bottom line is not just that many students have more temptation — but they seem to have a whole new mindset. 

Get Real

Joe is a student at a top college in the Northeast who admits to cheating regularly. Like all of the college

students who spoke to Primetime, he wanted his identity obscured.

In Joe's view, he's just doing what the rest of the world does.

"The real world is terrible," he told Gibson. "People will take other people's materials and pass it on as theirs. I'm numb to it already. I'll cheat to get by."

Primetime heard the same refrain from many other students who cheat: that cheating in school is a dress rehearsal for life. They mentioned President Clinton's Monica Lewinsky scandal and financial scandals like

the Enron case, as well as the inconsistencies of the court system.

"Whether or not you did it or not, if you can get the jury to say that you're not guilty, you're free," said Will, a student at one of the top public high schools in the nation.

Mary, a student at a large university in the South, said, "A lot of people think it's like you're not really there to learn anything. You're just learning to learn the system."

Michael Josephson, founder of the Josephson Institute for Ethics, the Los Angeles-based organization that conducted the 2002 survey, said students take their lead from adults.

"They're basically decent kids whose values are being totally corrupted by a world which is sanctioning stuff that even they know is wrong. But they can't understand why everybody allows it."

An Issue of Expediency 

Even if the world were more ethical, students still have reasons for cheating. Some said they cheat because they're graded on a curve — so that their score is directly affected by how other students do.

"There's other people getting better grades than me and they're cheating. Why am I not going to cheat? It's

kind of almost stupid if you don't," said Joe.

The pressure for good grades is high. "Grades can determine your future, and if you fail this then you're not going on to college, you're going to work at McDonald's and live out of a car," said high school student Spike.

A business student at a top state university, said, "Everything is about the grade that you got in the class. Nobody looks at how you got it." He graduates in a few weeks and will go on to a job with a top investment firm.

Others see it as a sort of moral relativity. Some students feel it is perfectly OK to cheat in some situations and in some courses.

"You'll have an engineer say, 'You know, what do I need to know about English literature? I shouldn't have to take this course,' " said Don McCabe, a professor who heads the center for academic integrity at Rutgers University in New Jersey.

For Mary's classmate Pam, it was a different sort of prioritizing. "You don't want to be a dork and study for eight hours a day. You want to go out and have fun."

And some professors make it easy, students said. They overlook even the most obvious instances.

In fact, McCabe says, a survey of more than 4,000 U.S. and Canadian schools revealed half of all faculty

members admitted ignoring cheating at least once.

Tech War

Still, one of the main elements of cheating is doing it in secret. There are the tried and true methods:

Many sororities and fraternities maintain a file of term papers for reuse — take one, turn it in.

The old rubber band trick — stretch one out and write everything you need on it, and when it shrinks

back to shape, no one will be the wiser. 

But students today also have more technologically sophisticated options open to them:

A favorite device is the graphing calculator, which most professors allow students to bring into an exam… and into which students can download all kinds of material.

Another is an iPAQ — a handheld computer similar to a Palm Pilot — which can also download information.

Cell phones — to take pictures of notes, or among the more wily, to text-message friends for answers.

Even a two-way pager can be used to cheat. For one student whose campus has wireless Internet access, he used it as a mini-computer to access the entire Internet during his test.

And then there are Internet-based clearing houses for term papers, such as Papers4Less, Cheathouse.

com and Schoolsucks.com. 

Fortunately, educators have technological options too. Schools have been subscribing to a service called Turnitin.com, which can help teachers compare students' papers to all the available literature in its database.

"It's typically 30 percent of all the papers submitted have significant levels of plagiarism," said John Barrie, founder of Turnitin.com.

Where Is the Tipping Point?

"We are in a crisis," said Josephson. But he added, "I don't think it has to stay that way." 

He said he was waiting for the tipping point, like Enron with business ethics, where there would be a sea change in attitudes towards cheating.

An ABCNEWS poll found hopeful signs — but worrying ones as well.

In a random sample of high school students aged 15 to 17, 36 percent admitted to having cheated themselves — fewer than in Josephson's survey.

But seven in 10 kids also say they have friends who cheat, and only one-third of students have ever had a serious talk with their parents about cheating.

"We need to promote integrity. We need to get students to understand why integrity is important — as opposed to policing dishonesty and then punishing that dishonesty. Because they can beat the system," McCabe said.

Josephson emphasized that college teaches students many things: how to learn, behave, overcome challenges, and succeed.

"And if they approach it honestly, they'll learn far more in college than they think they can," he said.

"But more than that, they'll come out of it better, stronger people."

< http://abcnews.go.com/Primetime/story?id=132376&page=1 >
< http://abcnews.go.com/Primetime/story?id=132376&page=2 >

POLL: < http://abcnews.go.com/sections/primetime/US/cheating_poll_040429.html >

CENTER for ACADEMIC INTERGITY: < http://www.academicintegrity.org/ >

STATS: < http://www.caveon.com/resources/cheating_statistics.htm >:

“Cheating Statistics”
This is a listing of various survey results (some scientific -- some not) related to test cheating.

According to surveys in U.S. News and World Report:

· 80% of "high-achieving" high school students admit to cheating.

· 51% of high school students did not believe cheating was wrong.

· 95% of cheating high school students said that they had not been detected.

· 75% of college students admitted cheating, and 90% of college students didn't believe cheaters would be caught.

· Almost 85% of college students said cheating was necessary to get ahead.


Professor Donald McCabe, leading expert in academic integrity, in a May 2001 study of over 4500 high school students, found the following:

· 72% of students reported one or more instances of serious cheating on written work

· 15% had submitted a paper obtained in large part from a term paper mill or website

· 52% had copied a few sentences from a website w/o citing the source

· over 45% admitted to collaborating inappropriately with others on assignments

In a sample of 1,800 students at nine state universities:

· 70% of the students admitted to cheating on exams

· 84% admitted to cheating on written assignments

· 52% had copied a few sentences from a website w/o citing the source

· Kerkvliet, J., & Sigmund, C. L. (1999). Can we control cheating in the classroom? Journal of Economic Education, 30(4), 331-351.

· Ashworth, P., Bannister, P., & Thorne, P. (1997). "Guilty in whose eyes? University students' perceptions of cheating and plagiarism in academic work and assessment." Studies in Higher Education, 22(2), 187-203. (EJ 549 250)

· from the November 22, 1999 issue of U.S. News and World Report

· from The Center for Academic Integrity (http://www.academicintegrity.org/)

· McCabe, D. L., & Trevino, L. K. (1996). "What we know about cheating in college: Longitudinal trends and recent developments." Change, 28(1), 28-33. (EJ 520 088)

 



Social Science Research Network
Do Accounting Students Cheat? A Study Examining Undergraduate Accounting Students' Honesty and Perceptions of Dishonest Behavior
August, 2007 

Abstract: 
Research suggests that a significant number of undergraduate students have cheated at some point during their college careers. This is of particular concern to the accounting profession and accounting educators given the ethical crisis within the profession and corporate America. This paper discusses the results of a study that surveyed 569 undergraduate business majors from seven universities. The objectives of this study were threefold: first, to determine if students who were accounting majors were as likely to cheat or act in an academically dishonest manner as were students with other business majors; second, to determine if accounting students agree on whether certain behavior constitutes dishonesty; and third, to determine if those accounting students who did admit to cheating in college also cheated in high school. The results indicated that there was no significant difference between accounting majors and other business majors with regards to the number who admitted to cheating. There was significant disagreement among accounting majors as to what constitutes dishonest behavior. Finally, the results indicated that a significant number of those accounting majors who admitted to cheating in college also admitted to cheating in high school. Implications for the accounting educator and potential solutions are discussed.



The Canadian Journal of Higher Education 
February, 2007 

> News article 

· In a new survey of 15,000 university students in five provinces, 53 per cent confess to having cheated in their assignments -- and an astonishing 73 per cent said they cheated in high school.

· 18 per cent of the university undergrads admit to cheating on a test or exam in their current studies.

· 9 per cent of graduate students said they had cheated on a test or exam.

· 58 per cent of the first-year students surveyed said they had cheated on a test or exam in high school by copying from another student without the person's knowledge, helping another student cheat on a test or using "cheat sheets."

· 46 per cent of faculty and 38 per cent of TAs surveyed said they had ignored suspected cases of misconduct, mostly because they didn't think they had the proof to back up their suspicions.



ABC News Primetime Poll
Cheating Among Teens
April, 2005 

In an exclusive ABCNEWS Primetime poll of 12- to 17-year-olds, seven in 10 say at least some kids in their school cheat on tests. Six in 10 have friends who've cheated. About one in three say they themselves have cheated, rising to 43 percent of older teens. And most say cheaters don't get caught.

That doesn't make it right in most students' eyes: Nearly all teens in this national, random-sample survey say cheating's wrong. Most who admit to cheating say it was a rare thing. And fewer than three in 10 say "most" or "a lot" of kids in their school cheat; 44 percent say it's just "some." 

Still, though, 12 percent — nearly one in eight — say "most" kids in their school cheat on tests. 

Factors 

Who's more likely to cheat? The crowd teens hang out with is one factor: Those with friends who've cheated are more apt to be tempted, and actually to cheat, themselves. 

Age is another. Older teens are more apt than younger ones to say a lot of kids at their school cheat, to have friends that cheat and to say they've been tempted to cheat. Among 12- to 14-year-olds, 23 percent admit cheating; that rises to 36 percent of kids age 15-17, and, as noted, peaks at 43 percent of those age 16-17. 

Parents 

Communication on the issue is in short supply: Just one-third of kids say they and their parents have had a serious talk about cheating in school. But it's not clear that it helps: Kids who have spoken about it with their parents are no less likely to have cheated, or been tempted to cheat, as those who haven't.

Still, those who are the most likely to say they've cheated — kids age 16-17 — are the least likely to say they've talked about the issue with their parents. Just 27 percent say they've done so, compared with 41 percent of 12- to 13-year-olds.

Kids do know right from wrong on cheating. Only 8 percent believe that in order to get ahead in life, you have to cheat from time to time; 90 percent, instead, say cheaters will lose out in the long run. And 96 percent say their parents would rather have them do their own best work, regardless of the grade, than get good grades if it means cheating.

Rather than a talk, greater risk and better teacher involvement could serve as deterrents. A third of kids say they'd be more likely to cheat if they knew they'd never get caught; this suggests that better enforcement could help curb the practice. 

In a seemingly related result, almost as many teens, nearly three in 10, say they'd be more likely to cheat if they had a teacher who didn't seem to care about their work. Teachers who develop student loyalty — as well as those who guard against cheating — also may be better-equipped to prevent it.

Grade pressure seems less a consideration. Fewer, 14 percent, say they'd be more apt to cheat if they thought other students were cheating and by being honest they'd get a lower grade. About as many, 16 percent, say they'd be more apt to cheat in a class they thought didn't matter as far as their future. 

Methodology 

This ABCNEWS Primetime poll was conducted by telephone Feb. 4-8, among a random national sample of 504 12- to 17-year-olds. The results have a 4.5-point error margin. Field work was done by ICR-International Communications Research of Media, Pa.



Center for Academic Integrity Research Conducted By Don McCabe - Released June, 2005

· Studies of 18,000 students at 61 schools, conducted in the last four years, suggest– over 70% of respondents at public and parochial schools admitted to one or more instances of serious test cheating and over 60% admitted to some form of plagiarism. Slightly less than half of the respondents from private schools admitted similar behaviors. About half of all students admitted they had engaged in some level of plagiarism using the Internet.

· In Assessment Project surveys involving almost 10,000 faculty in the last three years, 44% of those who were aware of student cheating in their course in the last three years, have never reported a student for cheating to the appropriate campus authority. Students suggest that cheating is higher in courses where it is well known that faculty members are likely to ignore cheating.

· Surveys conducted in 1990, 1995, and 1999, involving over 12,000 students on 48 different campuses, demonstrate the impact of honor codes and student involvement in the control of academic dishonesty. Serious test cheating on campuses with honor codes is typically 1/3 to 1/2 lower than the level on campuses that do not have honor codes. The level of serious cheating on written assignments is 1/4 to 1/3 lower.



2006 Josephson Institute Report Card
· 60% cheated during a test at school within the past 12 months– 35% did so two or more times. (Q44).

· 82% admit they lied to parent within the past 12 months about something significant– 57% said they lied two or more times. (Q41).

· 62% admit they lied to teacher within the past 12 months about something significant -- 35% said they lied two or more times. (Q42).

· 33% copied an internet document within the past 12 months – 18% did so two or more times. (Q43).

· 23% stole something from a parent or other relative within the past 12 months – 11% did so two or more times (Q46). In 2002, 28% admitted stealing from a parent or other relative.

· 19% stole something from a friend within the past 12 months – 7% did so two or more times (Q47).

· 28% stole something from a store within the past 12 months – 14% did so two or more times (Q48). 



CollegeHumor.com
May 2007
30,000 responses
Link to survey results 
· 60.8% of college students surveyed have cheated. -- Of students who cheat, only 16.5% feel bad about it.

· The top three "cheating" schools are Ball State (71.9%), Appalachian State (67.9%) and Penn State (67.2%). 

· At schools with an honor code, 67.6% of students cheat. -- At schools without an honor code, 41.5% of students cheat.

· The most popular single method of cheating is looking over someone's shoulder (14.5%) followed by storing the answers in a calculator (11.1%) and getting a test from a friend (9.2%), though many students (45.6%) use a combination of cheating methods.

· The most effective method of cheating is storing the answers in a calculator, judged by the average GPA of those who use that method (3.49). The least effective method is writing on yourself (average GPA: 3.27). -- 

· People who cheat have a higher average GPA (3.41) than those who don't (2.85).

· Religious students are more likely to cheat (65.4%) than those who aren't religious (58.3%).

· Males cheat more than females (64.8% vs. 42.0%). 

· 24.6% of students have intentionally plagiarized.

· 12% of cheaters have been caught at some point in their cheating career, yet only 7.1% of people who got caught stopped cheating as a result.

· 45.9% of students allow others to cheat off of them. 

· Those that cheat in school are 2.5 times more likely to cheat in their relationships than those that don't cheat in school.

