Put Brakes to Cell Phone Ban
THE NATIONAL Safety Council is calling for a total ban on cell phone use while driving, a notion that has appeal but lacks pragmatic application to everyday life.

The safety group cites the Harvard Center of Risk Analysis, which said cell phone use while driving results in 2,600 deaths annually and contributes to 6 percent of all crashes. The financial toll is calculated at $43 billion each year.

But is another traffic regulation the solution to the mounting problem? We think not.

For starters, police in Pennsylvania and every other state have the authority to cite drivers for reckless or inattentive driving if their actions – phone usage, fiddling with the sound system or simply daydreaming – interfere with safe driving. 

Furthermore, enforcement of a total ban is impractical, especially with so many other mandates on law enforcement’s plate. 

We should have learned from Pennsylvania’s efforts initiated last year to limit smoking in public establishments such as bars and restaurants. Though the law has clear penalties for violators, it’s not enforced to any degree that would render it effective. Some establishments in Luzerne County and elsewhere simply are not enforcing it at times, and smokers are more than willing to become co-conspirators. 

A much better approach would be educating drivers through public service campaigns about the potential hazards of cell-phoning while driving. 

In addition, auto insurance companies have the option to penalize those people whose phone habits contribute to crashes. Nothing gets Americans’ attention like issues that impact the wallet and pocketbook.

Quite frankly, many people use discretion on the phone while driving and never let it interfere with their on-road performance. Should they be penalized for the actions of a relative few? 

Do we need laws governing every aspect of our lives? Wouldn’t it be better to remind drivers that personal responsibility and common sense prevail when operating all gadgets, machines and vehicles? 

How about drilling this point home: If it’s safe and necessary to have a short conversation while driving, do so. If conditions don’t allow it, disconnect and focus on what’s going on.

It’s your call.

	Road Rules

· Become familiar with your cell phone features.

· Assess the traffic before using the phone.

· Place calls only when you’re not moving.

· If necessary, don’t hesitate to suspend the call.

· Use a hands-free device for convenience and comfort.

· Do not engage in stressful or emotional conversations that might divert your attention.

Source: CTIA-The Wireless Association 
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