YANKEE STADIUM Analogy
One idea “ripped from headlines” can be the closing of Yankee Stadium (9/21/08), which is a topic that transcends one team, one sport, and all sports. We had discussed it in class around that time – OK, I had been making them discuss it – and it is much bigger than the Bronx. 

“They” closed an historic landmark, as much a part of American history as any building, to pave it over for a parking lot for a newer, bigger, more expensive stadium. Couldn’t this be analogous to --
· closing your alma mater, wrecking your childhood home, junking your first car? 
· Or wrecking another historically significant place, perhaps like Gettysburg or Shenksville, Wilkes-Barre’s Hotel Sterling, or the birth place of someone important (maybe more of a Comparison than Analogy)? 
· Or how we as a society treat the elderly? The past? 
· Can this be tied to 9/11 and the WTC? 
· Can this be related to the death (although expected) of a loved one? 
Yogi has said he won’t miss the ol’ place because he will carry it in his heart. Other players – past and present, from the Yankees and from other teams –took mementos, keepsakes. 

For me, watching the game on that Sunday night, along with its pre- and post-game festivities, was like watching a funeral/wake: 
watching the closing of Yankee Stadium was like attending a wake for a family member
· “family” reunited (new, distant, long-lost – bridged generations)
· told old stories
· laughed
· cried
· commiserated
· took keepsakes…. 
· (even the back cover of the next day’s Citizens’ Voice newspaper had a picture of the stadium with its dates on it, like a tombstone)
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MARIANO RIVERA’S RETIREMENT, YANKEE STADIUM FAREWELL

· same feeling as closing of Yankee Stadium

· same feeling as a funeral/wake OR saying final good-byes in the hospital as a loved one lies dying
· same mediocre season, not making the playoffs

· old friends stopped by to say goodbye

· even “frienemies” paid their respects

· “family” reunited, even ones that hadn’t been around lately, lost touch

· “remember when” stories
· laughing

· crying

· even though sad to see him go, we are glad to have met/known/seen him play

· Pettitte & Jeter coming to take him away (“It’s time to go”) = flights of angels taking him home

· taking of keepsakes

· the silence (after his final pitch, after he left the field for the final time, the stadium was silent, even though there was still game left to be played – like after they finally pass) 
· sadness lasts for days

· rest of the season, playoffs = missing something, no desire to watch

· about more than one person, one team, a sport
· about mortality, inevitable death, legacy, greatness, …
· makes us reflect on our own lives, our own sacrifices, mortality, legacy, total commitment to something,….
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