ANALOGY:  “Today's Weather Picture:  The Breakfast Club”

by Jonathan Erdman, Editorial Meteorologist
Updated: October 4, 2010  5:00 pm ET
< http://www.weather.com/outlook/weather-news/news/articles/weather-pattern-breakfast-club_2010-10-04 >
"Screws fall out all the time, the world is an imperfect place."  (Judd Nelson as John Bender)  It seems the same can be said of the atmosphere, depending on how you look at it.

With this marking the 25th anniversary of one of the most iconic of '80s movies, The Breakfast Club, you could say what's happening in the weather pattern can be tied to the events of this John Hughes classic.

[image: image1.jpg]



Bender rips on everyone as Brian ponders the weather pattern
(Ok...maybe Brian's not thinking about weather)
Image:  Universal Studios
It all started with a Saturday detention at Shermer High School.  Principal Richard Vernon laid down the law on five very different high-school students.  You could say the atmospheric version of this is the jet stream, serving as a storm track, guiding frontal systems and storms across the nation from west to east.  

We all know Mr. Vernon didn't supervise those teenage hellions all day.  Left by themselves, the kids didn't exactly work on their 1,000-word essays, but, well, attended to other things.  

Similarly, the main branch of the jet stream will leave a couple of trouble-makers behind over the U.S. unsupervised, keeping the weather locked-in over the nation through the middle of the week.
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Weather pattern early this week
Since it is the jet stream that typically guides systems across the nation, these leftover atmospheric delinquents will simply loaf around, plaguing both the Northeast and West with persistently unsettled weather.  Kids these days...sigh, what do you do with them?

What are the impacts of this weather pattern.  What Breakfast Club character should we assign to each impact?  

As we mentioned earlier, the consequences of this pattern will be persistent weather over the next several days, whether it is rain, thunderstorms, chilly or warm weather.  Only a day-long Saturday detention could seem to last longer.  

Just for fun...let's attach a Breakfast Club character to each impact from this pattern:
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John Bender:  Northeast rain

"You know how you said before, how your parents use you to get back at each other?  Wouldn't I be outstanding in that capacity?"  

Besides the many issues John Bender had, one thing he always did was "pour it on".  You could say the additional rain, while not overly harmful, is additional salt in the wound of last week's torrential rain and flooding.  Plus, it is forecast to persist through at least Wednesday, before the jet stream (Principal Vernon) kicks it out.   

	

	


Tuesday Weather (Click to enlarge)
	


Rainfall forecast (Click to enlarge)
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Allison Reynolds:  Western thunder

Allison:  "You have problems."
Andrew:  "Oh, I have problems?"
Allison:  "You do everything everyone tells you to do and that is a problem."

No doubt Allison was a "basketcase". (Didn't she eat a Cap'n Crunch sandwich?)  Similarly, the weather has been rather, uh, strange in the West.

October is typically a dry, hot month in California.  However, thunderstorms with heavy rain were observed in the Sierra Monday, and an impressive lightning show late last week lit up parts of Los Angeles. (iWitness images of rainbows)  

In fact, outside the tropics, October usually isn't that wet anywhere in the Lower 48 States.  Don't tell that to the Allison of our weather impacts, she might steal your wallet, like she did Brian's.  

Expect numerous showers and thunderstorms in the Great Basin, Rockies, and Southwest the next few days.

	

	


Tuesday Weather (Click to enlarge)
	


Lighting tracker (Click to enlarge & loop)
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Andrew Clark:  Eastern/Southern chill

Andrew:  "I said, leave her alone."
Bender:  "You gonna make me?"
Andrew:  "Yeah."
Bender:  "You and how many of your friends?"
Andrew:  "Just me.  Just you and me.  Two hits.  Me hitting you.  You hitting the floor.  Anytime you're ready, pal."

Bender was the instigator, but he knew not to start something with the "athlete".

After a rather hot summer, particularly in the South and Mid-Atlantic states, much colder weather has settled in.  You may have to toughen up that tolerance to the night and morning chill.  

Some, like Andrew, tough it out and relish the cold.  Facebook friend MaryLou Bryant says, "LOVE, LOVE, LOVE WINTER!  (Yep, she used caps lock!)  "Two mornings of frost."  Sounds like MaryLou has the toughness to make Andy's team.  

Others, like Bender, want to take on this "cold, tough guy".  Facebook friend Tommi Grey says he's with the "Anti-Winter Association", saying he'd "like you to take a moment of your time to sign a petition against winter."

Well, the chill will relent a little the next few days in the Midwest and South, but, typical of Fall, morning lows will still require a jacket.  Check out these forecast highs and lows.

	

	


Tuesday's highs (Click to enlarge)
	


Wed AM lows (Click to enlarge)
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Claire Standish:  Plains warmth

Claire:  "Do you know how popular I am?  I am so popular.  Everybody loves me so much at this school."
Bender:  "Poor baby."

Who doesn't like temperatures in the 70s and 80s, now that summer's oppressive heat and humidity appears to be gone?  

In this pattern, it may be the nation's heartland that is the Claire Standish of the country.  Eating sushi for lunch at detention, wearing diamond earrings, loving the 70s and 80s under ample sunshine.  Bismarck, Omaha, Wichita, Dallas, your weather may be the envy of the nation.    

Check out these forecast highs the next few days in the Plains.  All the "Benders" in the Northeast...go easy on the Plains, ok?  The weather will turn harsh there soon enough.  It's called "winter"!

	

	


Tuesday's highs (Click to enlarge)
	


Wednesday's highs (Click to enlarge)
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Brian Johnson:  Yours truly

Bender:  "Excuse me a sec.  What are you babbling about?"
Brian:  "Well, what I had said was I'm in the math club, uh, the Latin, and the physics club."

I asked our Content Manager, Renee, what weather she'd assign Brian.  Point blank, she says, "That's you!"  Geeeee....thanks, Renee.  Welcome back from vacation!

Grudgingly, she's right.  I'm certainly not an athlete, basket case, delinquent, or prom queen.  You have to have some measure of "geekiness" to choose this field, and I'm proud of it, darn it!

For the record, I never served a full-day Saturday detention.  And I didn't have all the food groups in my lunch.  And go easy on Dick Vernon.  He's just misunderstood.  You think he really wanted to waste his Saturday?
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Simple Minds:  The tropics

"Don't you....forget about me."

I can picture some from the Caribbean singing the refrain from The Breakfast Club's iconic song.

After a record-tying busy September, the Caribbean is still bubbling with thunderstorms and heavy rain, as is typical for October.  




Caribbean satellite
Click to enlarge and animate
As of this writing, the National Hurricane Center is tentatively scheduling the Hurricane Hunters to investigate the Caribbean disturbance Wednesday.  It's not out of the question our next named storm, "Otto", spins up later this week.  

Video:  Watch the tropical update 



Regardless of whether a storm spins up, heavy rain may lead to flooding and mudslides on Puerto Rico and Hispanola this week.

Fortunately, later this week, the "Principal" jet stream will at least return to the Northeast, kicking out that John Bender rain-maker from this multi-day detention.

Next:  Weather and teen cliques
