DIFFERENCES
WHERE:
· all the differences between your Subject X and Subject Y will be discussed in ONE paragraph
· you must keep the focus of the paper on the resemblances, not the differences

· unlike a Comparison/Contrast essay 

· which gives balance between the similarities & differences

HOW MANY:

· the 3 most obvious differences between the 2 subjects

· the 1st 3 that pop into your head

FUNCTION:

· the function of this paragraph is to admit the existence of these differences:

· acknowledge, confess
PURPOSE:

· the purpose of this paragraph is to address a weakness in the rhetorical mode:

· the 1st line of attack from an opponent will be these differences

· how do you attack an argument based on an analogy:  

· through the differences between its 2 subjects 

· so in a debate, as soon as you mentioned your analogy, I would start noting these differences

· since you’ve already admittedly these differences

· you’ve “beaten me to the punch”

· where do I go from here – you’ve made my job so much harder

STRUCTURE:
· To start the paragraph, you will transition  from the Thesis to the Differences 

· Then mention each difference in a sentence or 2 – 

· no more than that is really necessary - no great details & no examples are needed

· the differences are not the focus of the paper

· just acknowledge & briefly explain

· Enumerate each difference with a transition of addition:

· another difference is

· additionally

· also, furthermore

· Use transitions of contrast between the 2 subjects:

· on the other hand, on the contrary, conversely

· while X has this, Y has this

· To illustrate:  

Admittedly, though, some obvious differences exist between my two subjects. For one, X is a machine and Y is human being. Another difference concerns cost. While X is relatively inexpensive, Y costs on average of $5,000 each.  A third difference has to deal with legality.  X is against the law and could result in 5-10 years in prison.  Y, on the other hand, is completely legal and can found in practically every corner store.


Despite these differences, there are more significant resemblances. One telling resemblance between X&Y involves ___.

· To start the next Body paragraph, you will have to transition  from the Differences to the Resemblances

· as illustrated in the “Despite” sentence above










