ANALOGY ESSAY:  OUTLINE TEMPLATE

I. INTRODUCTION
	OPENING STATEMENT:
· Admittedly, this Introduction can be arranged in many ways –

· But it MUST be arranged

· Introduce your subject with a generalization
· Everyone, Most people, Most of us 
· Introduce your Subject X via its status:
· Abortion is a hot-button topic in contemporary America.
· Introduce your Subject X via a relevant current event:
· The case against Barry Bonds (A-Rod!) has thrown steroids (your X) into the national consciousness again.
· Introduce it via personal experience (why did you choose it?)
	

	NARROW TOWARDS THESIS:
Various Ways to “narrow”:
· Some, Others 
· * List the traits of Subject X

· List the traits of Subject Y

· Personal anecdote

· Deduction 
· * Then segue to Subject Y: In the same way, Subject Y … (or) These traits call to mind Subject Y.


	

	THESIS:
· You MUST end the Introduction with an ANALOGY STATEMENT
· 2 subjects + “is like” + shared traits

· Thus, Subject X is like Subject Y in terms of __, __, _, and ___ (resemblances).

*TOPIC + MAIN IDEA + SUPPORT*

	


Another baseball season has begun and another scandal has erupted. This latest stain on “America’s pastime” deals with Performance-Enhancing Drugs (PEDs). These substances have been banned from the sport for various reasons:  they harm the health of the player, they have a negative influence on impressionable young athletes, they __, and they __. In this way, PEDs resemble Subject Y. Thus, the analogy can be made that X is like Y in terms of __, __, __, and __.
Admittedly, though, some obvious differences exist between my two subjects. For one, X….

II. BODY PARAGRAPH #1:  The Differences
	TOPIC SENTENCE:
· Transition from the Thesis/ Analogy Statement

· However, Despite, To be honest
· Admit, confess that minor differences do exist between X&Y
· Minor, of less significance than the resemblances
· “Name” and “Explain”

· TRANSITIONS:

· Enumerate each D.
· Transition from D. to D.
· One difference involves….

· Another difference concerns….

· Use transitions of contrast 
· however, on the contrary, while X has…
· A single paragraph for ALL
· Fewer Differences than Resemblances
· List them here (

	DIFFERENCES

Brief EXPLANATION


(sentence, no more 2 sent. per D.)



Admittedly, though, some obvious differences exist between my two subjects. For one, X is a machine but Y is human being. Another difference concerns cost. While X is relatively inexpensive, Y costs on average of $5,000 each.  A third difference has to deal with legality.  X is against the law and could result in 5-10 years in prison.  Y, on the other hand, is completely legal and can found in practically every corner store.


Despite these differences, there are more significant resemblances. One telling resemblance between X&Y involves ___.

III. BODY PARAGRAPH #2: Resemblance #1
	TOPIC SENTENCE:
· 1 resemblance per paragraph

· Name, Explain, Illustrate, Reiterate

NAME:  

· Topic Sentence

· TRANSITION from D. to R.

· Identify the resemblance …
· One resemblance shared by these subjects concerns….

· A fourth resemblance X&Y share involves….

· …that BOTH subjects share

· Look back & look ahead by referring to the previous resemblances and

· Repeat the first two-thirds of thesis statement

· Identify the next reason

· Transition, enumerate

· Emphatic order
	· TRANSITION from D. to R.  (as illustrated above)
· Then “name” your first resemblance.

Despite these differences, more significant resemblances exist between X and Y. For example, one resemblance concerns….

	EXPLANATION:
· clarify, explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your resemblance 

· don’t go into X&Y; just make clear  your term
· In other words OR That is to say
	

	EXAMPLES:
* Subject Y = 1st   (known)

* Subject X = 2nd  (unknown)

* be SPECIFIC
· refer to a particular person, situation

* be RELEVANT
* use TRANSITIONS: 

· For example, For instance 

· Another example concerns… 

· A more positive example involves…
· Likewise, Similarly, Relatedly

· (TRANS. esp. from Y to X)

	SUBJECT Y:
SUBJECT X:  (transition of similarity)

	Clincher Statement:

REITERATE:

· End the paragraph by repeating the resemblance, the paragraph’s main idea 
· Reiterate the Topic Sentence

· Bring the paragraph full-circle

· Perhaps transition to the next resemblance, too

· aka, Warrant Statement

· Thus, Therefore, Hence


	


III. BODY PARAGRAPH #3: Resemblance #2
	TOPIC SENTENCE:
· 1 resemblance per paragraph

· Name, Explain, Illustrate, Reiterate

NAME:  

· Topic Sentence

· Identify the resemblance …
· One resemblance shared by these subjects concerns….

· A fourth resemblance X&Y share involves….

· …that BOTH subjects share

· Look back & look ahead by referring to the previous resemblances and

· Repeat the first two-thirds of thesis statement

· Identify the next reason

· Transition, enumerate

· Emphatic order
	

	EXPLANATION:
· clarify, explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your resemblance 

· In other words

· That is to say


	

	EXAMPLES:
* Subject Y = 1st   (known)

* Subject X = 2nd  (unknown)

* be SPECIFIC
· refer to a particular person, situation

* be RELEVANT
* use TRANSITIONS: 

· For example, For instance 

· Another example concerns… 

· A more positive example involves…

· Likewise, Similarly, Relatedly

· (TRANS. esp. from Y to X)

	SUBJECT Y:

SUBJECT X:  (transition of similarity)

	Clincher Statement:

REITERATE:

· End the paragraph by repeating the resemblance, the paragraph’s main idea 
· Reiterate the Topic Sentence

· Bring the paragraph full-circle

· Perhaps transition to the next resemblance, too

· aka, Warrant Statement

· Thus, Therefore, Hence


	


III. BODY PARAGRAPH #4: Resemblance #3
	TOPIC SENTENCE:
· 1 resemblance per paragraph

· Name, Explain, Illustrate, Reiterate

NAME:  

· Topic Sentence

· Identify the resemblance …
· One resemblance shared by these subjects concerns….

· A fourth resemblance X&Y share involves….

· …that BOTH subjects share

· Look back & look ahead by referring to the previous resemblances and

· Repeat the first two-thirds of thesis statement

· Identify the next reason

· Transition, enumerate

· Emphatic order
	

	EXPLANATION:
· clarify, explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your resemblance 

· In other words

· That is to say


	

	EXAMPLES:
* Subject Y = 1st   (known)

* Subject X = 2nd  (unknown)

* be SPECIFIC
· refer to a particular person, situation

* be RELEVANT
* use TRANSITIONS: 

· For example, For instance 

· Another example concerns… 

· A more positive example involves…

· Likewise, Similarly, Relatedly

· (TRANS. esp. from Y to X)

	SUBJECT Y:

SUBJECT X:   (transition of similarity)

	Clincher Statement:

REITERATE:

· End the paragraph by repeating the resemblance, the paragraph’s main idea 
· Reiterate the Topic Sentence

· Bring the paragraph full-circle

· Perhaps transition to the next resemblance, too

· aka, Warrant Statement

· Thus, Therefore, Hence


	


III. BODY PARAGRAPH #5: Resemblance #4
	TOPIC SENTENCE:
· 1 resemblance per paragraph

· Name, Explain, Illustrate, Reiterate

NAME:  

· Topic Sentence

· Identify the resemblance …
· One resemblance shared by these subjects concerns….

· A fourth resemblance X&Y share involves….

· …that BOTH subjects share

· Emphatic order

· While 1, 2, and 3 are resemblances shared by X&Y, the most significant resemblance involves 4.

· 
	Why last?

	EXPLANATION:
· clarify, explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your resemblance 

· In other words

· That is to say


	

	EXAMPLES:
* Subject Y = 1st   (known)

* Subject X = 2nd  (unknown)

* be SPECIFIC
· refer to a particular person, situation

* be RELEVANT
* use TRANSITIONS: 

· For example, For instance 

· Another example concerns… 

· A more positive example involves…

· Likewise, Similarly, Relatedly

· (TRANS. esp. from Y to X)

	SUBJECT Y:

SUBJECT X:  (transition of similarity)

	Clincher Statement:

REITERATE:

· End the paragraph by repeating the resemblance, the paragraph’s main idea 
· Reiterate the Topic Sentence

· Bring the paragraph full-circle

· Perhaps transition to the next resemblance, too

· aka, Warrant Statement

· Thus, Therefore, Hence


	


V. CONCLUSION

	FULL CIRCLE:
· Refer to opening generalization, scenario.

· Refer to your purpose.

· Do NOT merely cut-&-paste your Introduction


	

	THESIS:
· Repeat your Analogy Statement

· Repeat the shared traits.


	

	ARGUMENT:
*** Make clear your argument:

· Explain in detail the purpose of your analogy, argument, claim

· (more than X&Y are similar)

· (something to ARGUE about X)

· for/against, support/ban, legalize/outlaw

· less about Y, more about X
· You intimated it in your Introduction - 

· Now explain it in full here.

· What are you trying to say about Subject X?

· What do readers gain from the connection of Y to X?

· What do they learn, understand, appreciate, or realize by relating X - Y? 

· Do they understand Subject X better or appreciate it more?

· What is the argument behind your analogy?

· What are you arguing for or against?

· What point or position are you arguing?

· What is your point or position?

· If we think of X in terms of Y, or as Y, then what do we realize about X?
· What is the purpose of your Analogy?

· SO WHAT?!


	· SO WHAT - @ Subject X



	CLINCHER SENTENCE:
· Write a single sentence to signal the end to this essay.

· Make it relevant to the essay’s topic, purpose, audience.
	


Brainstorm some differences


Select the 3 most obvious differences 


3 Differences


4 Resemblances








