Analogy:  VALENTINE’S DAY
Subject X:     Valentine’s Day
Argument:      against
Traits:   (-)
· paying for sex:

· with candy, flowers, dinner

· with lingerie (Victoria’s Not-So-Secret)

· Hallmark Holiday:

· created, manufactured holiday 

· nothing necessarily “historic” about it

· nothing about 2/14
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corporate holiday

· to make $$$

· not @ love

· vicious cycle of holidays:

· Christmas ( VD ( St. Pat’s ( Easter

· constantly advertised

· constantly spending $$ on cards, gifts

· coercion:    blackmail, propaganda, brainwashing

· guilt-trip: if I don’t buy anything = loser, don’t really love

· creates pain for Lonely, Single

· propaganda:

· brainwash kids

· gender roles with types of cards

· candy

· tattoos

· popularity contests

Subject Y:

· blackmail, propaganda, brainwashing, guilt-trips

· forced compliance

· systematic propagation of certain ideals, target demographic

· prostitution

· $$$
· 1 night only

· about sex, not love

· desperation

· death-bed conversions OR church at Christmas only
· those things you do only once a year

· usually after misbehaving all year long

· goes against the original intention of the thing

· virtue turned to a vice

LOVE

· LOVE=
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falling, freefalling, parachuting

· drug

· insanity

· roller coaster, any amusement park ride

· death (inevitable, out there, waiting, inescapable)

· venereal disease, social disease

· Love is blindness (U2)

· Love is a Battlefield (PB)

· True Love – as opposed to Luv, Lust, Infatuation, Puppy Love 
· True Love is suicide (death of the self/ego/selfishness)

· A first kiss
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Unrequited Love

· A Bad Relationship
· A Break-up, breaking up
· Being cheated one, cheating (in a relationship)

· A student mentioned that the company she had been working “all of a sudden” closed shop with very little notice; she described her feelings AND what came to my mind was:  

· wouldn't someone who gets dumped (maybe even right before Valentine's Day!) feel the same way

· what they did to you workers was like what the spouse did to the unsuspecting other

· have to start all over; caught off-guard; worked so hard, were devoted, deserved better treatment; have to learn rules all over again; feeling useless, old, worthless; head in circles; ....

· OR - if you looked at the other side

· starting a new job (after years) is like dating again/enter the meat market/ OR like going back to school
LIFE:
· Life is like….any sport

SUPERBOWL

· just an excuse to party

· to get drunk, eat too much & drink too much

· about $$

· on food, booze

· on betting

· style over substance 

· less about the game, the talent

· more about the glitz (commercials, ½ time show)

· SUBJECT Y = Christmas

· $$ - generates revenue, stimulates the economy

· not really about what it’s about

· virtue ( vice

· commercialized, bastardized

· parties

· SUBJECT Y = VD
· just an excuse to have sex

· $$ - generates revenue, stimulates the economy

· not really about what it’s about

· virtue ( vice

· commercialized, bastardized

· parties

· SB = VD for guys

PRO BOWL (all-star games)

· fun

· no responsibility, no pressure

· not competitive

· no hits, no defense (limited defensive schemes, no blitzing)

· “football lite”

· $$ = better spent elsewhere

· leads to trouble

· focus = not what there for; there only to party

· SUBJECT Y:
· corporate retreats

· hotel conventions

TECHNOLOGY

· limit technology in life

· limit reliance on technology in life

· SUBJECT Y = SPORTS

· human error = part of the game

· not meant to be perfect

· baseball’s “error” = players & umpires

· so too in LIFE

· “error” = part of life

GUN BANS, GUN CONTROL
· punishes the wrong thing

· punishes the object, device, tool

· NOT the person using it

· not the human

· SUBJECT Y:

· punishing the animal for owner’s lack of training, control, supervision

· putting down a dog that bites

· punishing the car for DUI, crashes, accidents

· blaming the hammer for shoddy workmanship

· blaming the Titanic for crashing into the iceberg

· “guns don’t kill people, people kill people”

· “it’s a poor man/carpenter/workman that blames his tools”
Horror Movies:


gender-specific, for women only


gender stereotypes


set rules, roles to play, plot


Due for cancellation, like a TV show gone beyond its prime:


Xfiles, L&O, Supernatural, Greys


Health Care in USA:


“Despite its sorry record and utter failure as a romantic vehicle, getting rid of Valentine's Day is easier said than done. Much like the health-care system, Valentine's Day has a large corporate constituency and a small group of ardent supporters. Still, I believe we owe it to future generations to try.” (� HYPERLINK "http://www.theatlanticwire.com/national/2010/02/the-annual-argument-against-valentine-s-day/25528/" ��source�)


Fixing Marriage System = Fixing Health Care System


(� HYPERLINK "http://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/marriage-and-parenting-in-todays-culture/201002/just-do-it-men-and-valentines-day" ��another�)








