ANALOGY:  Home Run Records

Watching ESPN in the gym yesterday, I saw a program in which the reporters discussed the significance of home run records in baseball.  Their "kairos" was A-Rod's latest homer as he neared the 600-HR mark, which was once considered something special, an exclusive club.  However, in the steroid era, such records have now lost their luster....So I thought that the 600-HR mark in particular or home run records in general could make an interesting Subject X.  Possible Subject Y's:  high school or college degrees, prom, marriage, or another hallmark that once meant something special but no longer does - something else ruined by cheating or unfair advantage?
· Kairos:

· Alex Rodriguez’s latest home run (598), as he approaches the 600-HR mark

· He’d become the 7th person:   
1. Barry Bonds 

762*

2. Hank Aaron 

755

3. Babe Ruth 

714

4. Willie Mays 

660

5. Ken Griffey, Jr. 
630

6. Sammy Sosa 

609*

· 4 more of the top 15 (including A-Rod) have tested positive for banned performance-enhancing substances – so that’s 6 of 15
· 2007 Mitchell Report

· Subject X:  

· home run records in the steroid era

· the 600-home run club (in the steroid era)

· Argument:  

· no longer relevant, important, meaningful

· Traits:  

· because of cheating, unfair advantage

· once an exclusive club

· once a hallmark of achievement, of a great career

· once something looked up to or forward to

· hard to get in to, difficult to achieve

· a record, a hallmark, a benchmark, yardstick, point of reverence 
· of (positive) distinction

· measurement of success

· the “bar” was set high

· now the “bar” has been lowered (easily attained through cheating)

· Subject Y:  

· degrees:  high school, college (What’s a degree “worth” today?)

· PhD, MD

· proms

· virginity (1st time)

· marriage

Looking at the newspaper last night, I read this article in which the author discussed (and debated) the relevance of newspapers in the electronic/digital age (which, if you think about it, is quite ironic).  I thought that that could make an interesting Subject X:  

· Subject X = 

· newspapers in the electronic age

· Argument = 

· they're outdated

· Traits = 

· reasons or traits supporting such a claim

· Subject Y = 

· perhaps something else that's become obsolete (due to technological advances)
· cassettes, VHS, corded phones, dial phones, dial-up modems, glass-tube TVs, wrist watches, floppy diskettes (5” & 3.5”), A-drives, 

· think of that Service Electric commercial w/ all the outdated technologies

· argumentum ad novitatem:

· just b/c it’s new doesn’t mean it’s better

· electronic research, media, newspapers

· older = better, Old School

· think LPs vs. CDs in terms of sound quality

· they’re coming back (& not just for DJs)


