ANALOGY ESSAY:  MONITION

FAIR WARNING:  This is the hardest essay to write for the semester.
· Why:  I am asking you to think/argue differently, in a way most of us aren't trained to do

I call it "arguing sideways"
· in the IOE, you argued straightforward:   you were for or against something & gave your reasons

· in the Analogy, however, you're going to argue for or against something by connecting it to something else

· it's a transference, it's a bit creative (Critical & Creative Thinking)

for example, 

· Brownmiller "could have" argued straightforwardly against porn -- BORING! nobody would have read it then & we certainly wouldn't be reading it now

· BUT what she did was make the same argument but by connecting it to other things we've already agreed upon or know are bad or have laws against

· Agree or disagree with her, but see how effective her approach was

· she got a reaction out of you - & not a yawn

· she challenged you to see something in a different light, to see it as (well, all those Ys she had)

· here's another example:

· Valentine's Day is coming up & those "3 little words" "ain't cutting it" anymore

· saying "I love you" is arguing straightforwardly

· but showing your love is arguing sideways:  dinner, movie, candy, flowers - OK - BUT completing the To-Do List, quitting smoking (or swearing or...), putting the toilet seat down (or up!), giving a special memento of something only the 2 of you share (an inside joke or experience),.... these are "sideways" ways of making the same argument (& more effective)

ME:

· I don't make that monition above very lightly - this is difficult

· so I've made 3 PPTs to take it slowly & explain the rhetorical mode, the prewriting phase, and the essay

· much of what is in the rhetorical mode shapes the organization of the essay

· still, if you need me to explain anything, please ask

· (I've got analogies to explain analogies!)

PREWRITING:

· this is VITAL to the success of your paper

· this journal/DG post will help you create an effective analogy, give you fodder for your intro, & get you going on the right path, clarifying your thoughts & argument

· do NOT start with a cliché (tee shirt, poster, bumper sticker)

· "life is like a box of chocolates" doesn't have enough for an ESSAY (a para. maybe)
· do NOT start with a ready-made, prefabricated analogy

· that's like a forced/arranged marriage

· do NOT research on the Stupidnet to get an analogy

· that's like wearing somebody's clothes you found on the street

· start with your SUBJECT X:  that issue you are going to argue about

· choose something you know, know well, are passionate about

· perhaps your major or major interest

· (yes, you may even use your IOE topic - if you're not sick of it)

· a nurse, playing a musical instrument, God, politicians, high school, shoveling snow, pets, raising children, coming back from war, ...

· ******remember, NO RESEARCH FOR THIS PAPER******
· then note YOUR ARGUMENT:  

0. FOR or

1. AGAINST or

2. trying to EXPLAIN SOMETHING as you understand it
1. then list the TRAITS of X that would support that argument

· negative traits if you're against it

· positive traits if you're for it

· its key/fundamental traits in your understanding of it

1. (you'll notice at this point we're very much like the prewriting for the IOE)

1. (here's the switch, the difference between an IOE & an Analogy)

1. next, looking at that list of traits, think of other subjects that share most of those traits

· "most" not all the traits (you probably won't find that perfect verisimilitude)

· a few subjects that are already known, already legalized or criminalized, already understand by many people

· a few subjects -- for choice

· you'll see which is the best -- has the strongest resemblances 

· 4 strong resemblances

· this is your SUBJECT Y
IDEAS:

· I've got a few samples on our Analogy page

· also there are some "suggestions" & lists of what "students" have done in the past

· (some worked, some didn't)

· there's also a link to my other site that has a bunch I've culled from ... everywhere I could

· (my "Snapple fact" gave me an idea this morning -- plants & people or gardeners & parents)

