Dan Brown’s Inferno:  ANALOGY & SUBTEXT
ANALOGY
· 60:  Great Flood, Sodom & Gomorrah fire – Black Death?

· ANALOGY:  Forest Fire = Black Death, Flood, S&G

·  “Culling is God’s natural order”

· clearing the deadwood that congests & suffocates the forest

· (overpopulation) – see also 132+ below

· 181:  ANALOGY:  Humans = Cancer, Humans = Gangrene
· Cancer:

· “We are on the brink of the end of humanity, and our world leaders are sitting in boardrooms commissioning studies on solar power, recycling, and hybrid automobiles?” Zobrist tells the head of the World Health Organization. “Ozone depletion, lack of water, and pollution are not the disease—they are the symptoms. The disease is overpopulation. And unless we face world population head-on, we are doing nothing more than sticking a Band-Aid on a fast-growing cancerous tumor.” […]

· “Cancer is nothing more than a healthy cell that starts replicating out of control.”

· Gangrene:

· “[…] when doctors have a patient with gangrene, they do not hesitate to cut off his leg to save his life. Sometimes the only course of action is the lesser of two evils.”

· 388: ANALOGY @ overpopulation
· “Sinskey nodded: “He once described himself as being trapped on a ship where the passengers double in number every hour, while he is desperately trying to build a lifeboat before the ship sinks under its own weight,” She paused. “He advocated throwing half the people overboard.” 388

· 517:  ANALOGY
· narthex = “spiritual moats”

· architectural boundary between the sacred & the profane 

· a buffer, a line of defense

· 565:  ANALOGY
· Fear = Virus, contagion

· “Only one form of contagion travels faster than a virus, Sinskey thought. And that’s fear.”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUBTEXT
· 261/2:  SUBTEXT & medieval allegory

· deeper meanings = part-&-parcel

· SUBTEXT:
· word means 1 thing, has deeper meaning

· 366:  chthonic

· subterranean 

· chthonic gods:  Hecate, Medusa, Erinyes,…

· when they appear on earth, 
· means destruction

· 199:  Ring Around the Rosie
· 1665 plague outbreak in London

· rose-colored pustule w/ring 

· posies = victims carried around pocketful of posies to mask smell of their own decaying flesh & smell of city in general

· ashes = bodies were cremated

· all fall down = 100s dead per day

