Brownmiller’s Milieu:
· When a piece is written often influences its tone and direction.

· “when” shapes “why” and “how”

· So it’s important to look at the time period in which a work was written.

· We have many terms for this “time period”:

· milieu
· environment

· “writing situation” 
· kairos
· occasion
· tempus speciale
· To determine this, we can ask ourselves the following questions:

· Why was it written?

· What provoked the writer?

· What event prompted it?

· What happened/is happening in the contemporary society?

· What’s going on in the world, in the culture, in the news?

· How are people – such as women, minorities, children – treated or mistreated?

· What are the culture’s values, morals, standards, ideals?

· Brownmiller’s milieu: 

· porn was ubiquitous, everywhere

· imagine going for a walk downtown or through the mall and seeing in the display cases sexually explicit rape fantasies – for ALL to see; 

· the Sexual Revolution series shown recently on VH1 helps with some stock footage, perspective, and  interviews with Brownmiller and other Feminists

· Times Square, NYC:

[image: image1.png]


 [image: image2.jpg]



[image: image3.png]



From William J. Stern’s “The Unexpected Lessons of Times Square’s Comeback”

The area began going to seed during the late fifties after the sex industry—waved on by ill-advised federal and state court decisions that extended First Amendment protections to pornography—edged out and took over once-lustrous theaters that had been economically struggling since the Depression. The decline was rapid thereafter: the porn establishments attracted to Times Square an unsavory and increasingly criminal crowd. Already by 1960, the New York Times was calling the heart of Times Square—42nd Street between Seventh and Eighth—the "worst block in the city." By the eighties, things got worse still, with an amazing 2,300 crimes on the block in 1984 alone, 20 percent of them serious felonies such as murder or rape. Dispirited police, at the time more concerned with avoiding scandals than fighting crime—especially low-level crime like the prostitution that was swamping Times Square—would investigate the serious felonies but mostly stood by and watched as disorder grew (see "What We've Learned About Policing," Spring 1999).

The lawless climate had devastating economic consequences. In 1984, the entire 13-acre area that we sought to revitalize employed only 3,000 people in legitimate businesses and paid the city only $6 million in property taxes—less than what a medium-size office building typically produced in tax revenue.

No legitimate business—indeed, scarcely a normal person—would willingly visit so blighted and threatening an area. As head of the UDC [NYC’s Urban Development Corporation] during the mid-eighties, I would walk through Times Square at night, a state trooper by my side, and feel revulsion. We'd hurry past prostitute-filled single-room-occupancy hotels and massage parlors, greasy spoons and pornographic bookstores; past X-rated movie houses and peep shows and a pathetic assortment of junkies and pushers and johns and hookers and pimps—the whole panorama of big-city low life. Everywhere I'd look, I'd see—except for female prostitutes—only men. A UDC study later verified my impression empirically: 90 percent of those who walked Times Square's streets were adult males. Times Square was haunted with them, like a circle of lost souls in Dante.

< http://www.populationstatistic.com/archives/category/history/page/2/>

<http://www.city-journal.org/html/9_4_the_unexpected.html>

