SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT  

VERBS:  You are given the Subject, so find the Verb. To help identify the “true” Verb, underline all prepositional phrases, as the Verb will not be in them.
1) The lopsided score at the end of the third quarter surprised everyone.

2) Rumors about the inefficiency of the police spread throughout the area.

3) Most of these rumors about the police proved false.

4) Next in line behind the clowns were the bagpipe players.

5) The first Cleveland batter in the fourth inning homered.

6) In those days, there were a few scholarships for foreigners.

7) Both of the Clemson daughters show real musical talent.

8) Here are three of the late issues of the newsletter.

9) She’s one of the best lawyers in town.

10) The story about the absentminded camel delighted the children.

11) Neither of these two applicants seems to me well qualified.

12) One of the delicate figurines fell from the top shelf.

13) From the far side of the lake came the haunting cry of a loon.

14) After the third game of the season, two of the assistant coaches resigned.

15) I’ve barely enough paint for these two rooms.

16) Not surprisingly, the report from the ethics committee whitewashed every one of the administrators.

17) Here is an extra correction ribbon for your printer.

18) There’s always room for improvement.

19) Suddenly, a wall of yellow smoke loomed before us.

20) Hundreds of refugees fled across the border.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
SUBJECTS:  You are given the Verb, so find the Subject. To help identify the “true” Subject, underline all prepositional phrases, as the Subject will not be in them.
1) Many of my friends said good things about your recent recital.
2) From the rear of the room came a murmur of protest.
3) One of my classmates taped Professor Gates’ lecture for me.
4) Directly behind us was a small foreign-made car.
5) On this matter there is no possibility of compromise.
6) This species of hummingbird winters in Central America.
7) Here is an up-to-the-minute copy of the agenda.
8) A lengthy debate on the mayor’s proposed budget followed.
9) In one corner of the room is an antique umbrella stand.
10) They’re now the sole occupants of the spacious barracks.
11) Several of the opening-night audience left during the first intermission.
12) Suddenly, from behind the supply tent appeared a large bear.
13) There is, according to a local legend, a quiet, well-mannered ghost in the east wing of the castle.
14) Noise from the construction site across the street wakened me early.
15) Adjacent to the pavilion is a souvenir stand.
16) There were in those days few openings for women in chemical engineering.
17) The first of the early spring flowers appeared in my yard last week.
18) Here’s your check for last month’s overtime.
19) Unfortunately, few of the choice seats are still available.
20) Nearby is an untended, weed-choked apple orchard.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBJECTS and VERBS:  You are given neither the Subject nor the Verb, so find both (Verb 1st). To help identify the “true” Subject and Verb, underline all prepositional phrases, as the Subject and Verb will not be in them.
1) The popularity of amateur photography supports vast industrial enterprises.
2) Because of the damage from the storm, there has been a demand for emergency expenditures.
3) Only one of my classes this term meets in Horton Hall.
4) Next in line will come a group of official guests of the university.
5) A pall of black, oily smoke had settled over the rail yards.
6) Behind such an investment is great faith in the judgment of one’s financial adviser.
7) The effect of these new laws will very probably be good.
8) We have, on several occasions, questioned his motives.
9) Only two of the more than two hundred apartments are empty.
10) None of these popular diet plans proved helpful.
11) Beyond stretches the seemingly endless, soggy expanse of tundra.
12) At the end of Elm Street, close to the main entrance to the city park, is our beautiful new auditorium.
13) There in the peaceful solitude of the mountain village, the once-famous actress lived out her remaining years.
14) Both of the candidates have expressed their disapproval for the plan.
15) Only three of the problems on the test made much sense to Joe.
16) Martha, with a great sigh of relief, picked up the computer printout.
17) The decision of the first-base umpire was certainly debatable.
18) Basic to this understanding is our belief in the good intentions of these young entrepreneurs.
19) The weekend of Homecoming activities ended with a band concert.
20) The younger of the two daughters is now an art student in Florence, Italy.
__________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT:  INDEFINITE PRONOUNS as SUBJECTS
Here, Indefinite Pronouns are the subjects of these sentences; choose the correct Verb form that agrees with such tricky Subjects. Use the chart below. As above, underline all prepositional phrases.

(Simple Present Tense)

1) Around the holidays, several of my customers from the fancy part of town __________ (to ask) me to make marzipan.
2) Anyone who can work with tools __________ (to know) how to fix that mailbox.
3) Neither of the actors __________ (to spend) much time memorizing lines.
4) Everybody in the grandstands __________ (to want) to avoid trouble. 
5) Very few of the stones that are in this bag __________ (to increase) in value over the years.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

(Present Perfect Tense)

6) Nobody in my classes __________ (to work) very hard this week.
7) Instead, many __________ (to bask) in the sudden sweetness of the weather.
8) Matt and Lena are sun-bathing every day, but neither __________ (to try) to swim in the river yet.

9) The select few who talk often with Matt and Lena __________ (to contradict) rumors of their marriage.
10) Matt and Lena are stubborn people, and each __________ (to develop) a strong desire to stay independent.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------(Tricky Six:  Use the Simple Present Tense)

11) All of the bread __________ (to look) moldy.

12) All of the slices __________ (to look) moldy.
	SINGULAR
	EITHER Singular OR Plural

(*dependent upon the
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	everyone/everybody
	all
	both

	anyone/anybody
	any
	many

	someone/somebody
	some
	few

	no one/nobody
	most
	several

	each/much/one
	more
	

	either/neither
	none
	


