RULES for SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT
	(1) Use a singular verb with a singular subject; use a plural verb with a plural subject.



	(2) Use, is, was, has, does, OR is not, was not, has not, does not, with a singular subject.  Use are, were, have, do, OR are not, were not, have not, do not, with a plural subject.

Ex:  
The boy was waiting.


The boys were waiting.




Joe does look like you.

The brothers do look alike.

SINGULAR

PLURAL

NOUN

- S

+ S

VERB

+ S

- S

(to be)

is, (I am), was

are, were

(to have, to do)

has, (I have), does

have, do

INDEFINITE PRONOUNS:
SINGULAR

EITHER        Singular OR                 Plural

*depends upon the

OBJECT of the PREPOSITION*

PLURAL

everyone, everybody

all

both

anyone, anybody

any

many

someone, somebody

some

few

no one, nobody

most

several

each, much, one

more

either, neither

none



	(3) Do not let sentence arrangement fool you; you will not be writing only S+V+O sentences.  In some cases, the subject comes after the verb.  (*not speech)

(a) Turn questions into statements. 

Ex:  Are the girls ready?  

The girls are ready.


(b) Do not be misled by sentences having the subject after the verb.  (*here/prep)

Ex:  Here come the teams.

On this page are your orders.

Ex:  There were not any delays
There are no changes.

PREPOSITIONS:
BY

BEFORE

WITH

OF

FROM

FOR

IN

ON

OFF

OUT

TO

UNDER

ABOVE

UP

DOWN

NEAR

AROUND

BETWEEN

THROUGH

AT

(c) Do not be misled by a prepositional phrase or by some word group beginning with such words as accompanied by, together with, including, as well as. (*commas)(*prep)

Ex:  That box of books looks heavy.

Ex:  The mother, as well as her children, is here.



	(4) Use a plural verb with a compound subject having its parts joined by and or both-and, unless only one person, object, or idea is meant.

Ex:  The owner and manager is Mr. McKee. 
(one person, two positions)

Ex:  The owner and the manager are in conference. (two persons)

Ex:  Macaroni and cheese is my favorite dish. 
(one object)***



	(5) For subjects joined by or, nor, either-or, neither-nor, do this:  (*not sound)

(a) Use a plural verb if both subjects are plural; use a singular verb if both subjects are singular.

Ex:  Neither boys nor girls are here.
Either Bob or Jay is wanted.

(b) If the subjects vary in number, make the verb agree with the nearer.

Ex:  Mom or my uncles are going.

Two girls or a woman is needed.



	(6) Use a singular verb with nouns plural in form if they express a single unit or idea, as in indicating amounts or measurements. (*similar to Rule #4)

Ex:  Ten cents is enough to charge for microfilm copies.

Ex:  Two fifths of the crop is in.

Three miles is a long walk.



	(7) Use a plural verb with subjects such as slacks, jeans, clippers, shears, tweezers, pliers, scissors, and tongs. 

Ex:  Those jeans have faded. 

The shears are mine.


	(8) With collective noun subjects, use a singular verb if a group acts as a unit; use a plural verb if the members act as individuals. (*“individual”)(*not sound)

Ex:  The jury is a good one. 

The jury are taking their seats.



