Elements of Style
aggravate vs. irritate:

· not synonymous

· aggravate: to add to an already troublesome situation, condition

· irritate: to vex, chafe, annoy

all right:

· 2 words

· not “alright” (“alright” is not all right)

allude vs. refer:

· allude – to mention indirectly

· refer – to mention specifically

as to whether:

· wordy

· just “whether”

· same with “as to the reason for”

as yet/and yet

· wordy

· just “yet”

being:

· weak verb, avoid as possible

· usually, just use a form of “to be,” no participial form (is, was)

· same for “as being”

can vs. may:

· can – able

· may – permission 

introductory verbs:

· no “claim” – “lay claim to” (not declare, maintain, charge)
· no “state” – “express fully & clearly”  (not synonymous with say, remark, declare)

compare to vs. compare with:

· compare to – resemblances between different things

· compare with – differences between similar things

comprise vs. constitute:

· comprise – means “embrace” (whole)

· constitute – make up (parts)

contact:

· don’t contact people

· get in touch, look the up, meet 

· phoned, emailed, Tweeted

data = plural

· data, strata, media, phenomena

· take plural verbs & pronouns

different from:

· not “different than”

· one differs from another, so different from

due to:

· not same as “because of”

· means “attributable to”

each & every:

· wordy

effect vs. affect:

· effect (n)

· affect (v)

· (effect as a verb = to accomplish)

enormity vs. big:

· “monstrous wickedness”

etc.:

· informal

· abbreviation

· Latin (foreign words)

· not to be used with “for example” or “such as”

factor & feature:

· hackneyed, add nothing

· feature to be avoided as a (verb)

farther vs. further:

· farther – physical, measurable distance

· further – metaphorical, time or quality

fix:

· to make firm, to place definitely, to set

· not to mend, repair

inflammable:

· not combustible
· flammable = wrong

regardless:

· at any rate
· irregardless = wrong: 2 negatives (irr-, -less)(confuse with irregular, irresponsible)
fortuitous:

· happens by chance

· not “fortunate,” “lucky”

· no abuse of figurative language

· don’t mix metaphors

· no abbreviations

· no unconventional spelling

· Twitter, texting, chat rooms, emoticons, …
foreign words:

· avoid foreign words (such as Latin) for pretentiousness
· unless, of course, they’re relevant to the given academic discipline

· related to Thesaurus-itis

slang:

· “epic” (“that was epic,” “an epic party”)

· “so” as an intensifier (“so awesome”)
· “totally” or “like totally”

· cool:  dope, phat, whack, da bomb,…..

· no Snoop Dogg

however:
· conjunctive adverb

· between 2 independent clauses ( ; (otherwise = comma splice error)

· not to be used at the start of a sentence

· unless “in whatever way” or “to whatever extent” (However you act, However discouraging)

infer vs. imply:

· imply – indicate, suggest (not expressed)

· infer – deduce (you infer from my implication)

in regard to:

· wrong = in regards to (the –s)

kind of/sort of:
· not kind of like, sort of like

· use only as a form of “type of”

lie vs. lay:

· lie – to recline (lie, lay, have lain)

· lay – to set (lay, laid, have laid)

less vs. fewer:

· less – quantity/quality

· fewer – number 

like vs. as:

· like – for nouns & pronoun

· as – for phrases & clauses

most vs. almost:

· don’t use “most” for “almost”

· as in “most everybody” for “almost everybody”

· why not just “most”: “most were ready” instead of “almost everybody was ready”

nauseous vs. nauseated:

· nauseous – sickening

· nauseated – sick to your stomach

nice:

· means precise, delicate

nouns used as verbs:

· gift, chair, host, headquarter, debut
· Facebook, Google

people vs. public:
· people – political support/opposition

· public -  artistic appreciation, commercial patronage

people vs. persons:

· persons – use with numbers (“six persons,” not “six people”)

personally:

· unnecessary – of course, it’s your paper! Of course, you used “I think/believe”

secondly vs. second:
· –ly = prettification

· just use second, third, fourth…. (which quickly becomes tiresome)

· (mix in other transitions, such as furthermore, additionally)

so:

· so – as an intensifier

· “so awesome” or “so warm”

split infinitive:

· don’t place adverbs between the “to” and the “verb” in an infinitive

· “to boldly go” ( “to go boldly” or “boldly to go”

· in Latin, infinitives were once 1 word, so the idea carries over

· also related to the misplaced or dangling modifier – in that there’s a proper place/positioning of modifiers

than vs. then:
· than – for comparison

· then – as adverb 

· if/then

· next

that vs. which:

· that – for necessary clauses (defining, restrictive)

· which – for unnecessary, bonus clauses (non-defining, non-restrictive)

· necessary to the meaning of the sentence

· if you need to ask, “Which one?” after omitting the clause, then it’s necessary (“that”)

they vs. he/she:
· they – refers to plural nouns/pronouns

· he or she – refers to singular nouns/pronouns

· to avoid agreement errors:

· make the antecedent plural 

· eliminate the (possessive) pronoun altogether 

transpire vs. happen:

· transpire – “breathe across/through, leaked”

· happen – to occur, come to pass

“try and”:

· wrong = “try and mend it”

· just “try to mend it”

unique, perfect, favorite:
· no intensifiers (most, more, very)

· these are absolutes & cannot be increased or decreased

· they have no degrees/levels

· (just as one can’t be “a little pregnant”)
______________________________________________________________________________

suffixes:

· (pretentious, ambiguous)

· (pseudosuffixes)

· –ize (finalize)

· (not all are bad – summarize, plagiarize)

· (best to use existing words than to create with this suffix)

· –oriented 

· misused to indicate direction, orientation, alignment

· –wize 

· means “in the manner of”

· some are appropriate (clockwise)

· if it doesn’t exist yet, don’t create it

· –like 

· use more appropriate, exact adjectives

· vulpine, porcine, bovine

______________________________________________________________________________

wordiness:

· (these hackneyed expressions are padding to be avoided)

· each & every

· as being

· as yet

· and yet

· as to whether

· due to the fact that

· s/he is a person who (s/he is + adjective)

· one of the most…

· in the final analysis

· in terms of 

· along these/those lines

· overused to the point of meaninglessness

· nice; a lot

· very, really, totally, pretty (pretty much)

· respective, respectively

· thank you in advance

· foreseeable future (how far?)

· the truth/fact is

· due to the fact of/that
· the fact that
· on account of

· reason why

______________________________________________________________________________

Don’t try to “sound smart”:
· (“trying to sound more impressive”)

· (“groping toward imagined eloquence”)

· pretentiousness, pomposity 

· clumsy, ambiguous, confusing

· clumsy, ambiguous, confusing

· the “attention-getting” language of advertising

· the exaggerated vocabulary of business 

· the “’inflated’” & “’detached’” words of the government

· abuse or misuse the perfect tenses

· prettify words or phrases (adding –ly to second)
· use “possess” when “has” or “owns” is just as good

·  “thesaurus-it is”

· use Latin (or other foreign words) in lieu of Anglo-Saxon

· use “amongst,” when “among” will suffice

______________________________________________________________________________

Clichés, Pat Expressions, & Slang:
· last but not least

· all walks of life 

· all the bells & whistles

· leaps and bounds 

· behind the eight ball 

· leave no stone unturned 

· bitter end 

· lock, stock, and barrel 

· calm before the storm 

· long arm of the law 

· in the long run

· checkered career/past 

· chomping at the bit 

· never a dull moment 

· cool as a cucumber 

· nipped in the bud 

· cry over spilled milk 

· patience of Job 

· fall on deaf ears 

· paying the piper 

· give the devil his due 

· selling like hot cakes 

· hook, line, & sinker 

· stick out like a sore thumb  

· by hook or crook 

· whirlwind tour 

· in the nick of time 

· winds of change 

· sands of time 

· march of history 

· from time immemorial 

· in the same boat 

· writing on the wall

· pros and cons

· pet peeves

· watch like a hawk

· follow like a puppy

· spoiled rotten

· take your sweet time

· with a grain of salt

· go the extra mile

· from point A to point B

· highway & byways

· spitting image of

· to a T

· vice-versa

· pimped out

· back in the day

· chilling

· hanging out

· day in & out

· go ballistic, go crazy

< http://www.clichesite.com/ >

COMMONLY MISSPELLED WORDS:
· misspell

· accidentally

· advice

· affect

· beginning

· believe

· benefit

· challenge

· criticize

· deceive

· definite

· describe

· despise

· develop

· disappoint

· duel

· ecstasy

· effect

· existence

· fiery

· formerly

· humorous

· hypocrisy

· immediately

· incidentally

· latter

· led

· lose

· marriage

· mischief

· murmur

· necessary

· occurred

· parallel

· Philip

· playwright

· preceding

· prejudice

· principal

· privilege

· pursue

· repetition

· rhyme

· rhythm

· ridiculous

· sacrilegious

· seize

· separate

· shepherd

· siege

· similar

· simile

· too

· tragedy

· tries

· undoubtedly

· until

In especial the expression the fact that should be revised out of every sentence in which it occurs.   

	owing to the fact that
	since (because)

	in spite of the fact that
	though (although)

	call your attention to the fact that
	remind you (notify you)

	I was unaware of the fact that
	I was unaware that (did not know)

	the fact that he had not succeeded
	his failure

	the fact that I had arrived
	my arrival


  See also under case, character, nature, system in Chapter V.  

Who is, which was, and the like are often superfluous.   

	His brother, who is a member of the same firm
	His brother, a member of the same firm

	Trafalgar, which was Nelson's last battle
	Trafalgar, Nelson's last battle


  A positive statement is more concise than negative, and the active voice more concise than the passive, many of the examples given under Rules 11 and 12 illustrate this rule as well.
http://www.bartleby.com/141/strunk5.html#13 

BANDWAGON FALLACY & ANALOGIES:

Strunk, William. Jr., and EB White. The Elements of Style. 4th ed. Boston: Allyn and Bacon, 2000. Print.

(1) BW & Analogies
The use of like for as has its defenders; they argue that any usage that achieves currency becomes valid automatically. The, they say, is the way language is formed. It is and it isn’t. An expression sometimes merely enjoys a vogue, much as an article of apparel does. Like has long been widely misused by the illiterate; lately it has been taken up by the knowing and the well-informed, who find it catchy, or liberating, and who use it as though they were slumming. If every word or device that achieved currency were immediately authenticated, simply on the ground of popularity, the language would be as chaotic as a ball game with no foul lines. For the student, perhaps the most useful thing to know about like is that most carefully edited publications regard its use before phrases and clauses as simple error. (52)
(2) ANALOGY
Young writers will be drawn at every turn toward eccentricities in language. They will hear the beat of new vocabularies, the exciting rhythms of special segments of their society, each speaking a language of its own. All of us come under the spell of these unsettling drums; the problem for beginners is to listen to them, learn the words, feel the vibrations, and not be carried away.

Youths invariably speak to other youths in a tongue of their own:  they renovate the language with a wild vigor, as they would a basement apartment. By the time this paragraph sees print, psyched, nerd, ripoff, dude, geek, and funky will be the words of yesteryear, and we will be fielding more recent ones that have come bouncing into our speech – some of them into our dictionary as well. A new word is always up for survival. Many do survive. Others grow stale and disappear. Most are, at least in their infancy, more appropriate to conversation than to composition. (81)

· basements or attics
· bedrooms after older sibling moves out
· first cars
(3) Tone, Style, Fact, Greatness

9. Do not affect a breezy manner.

The volume of writing is enormous, these days, and much of it has a sort of windiness about it, almost as though the author were in a state of euphoria. “Spontaneous me,” sang [Walt] Whitman, and, in his innocence, let loose the hordes of uninspired scribblers who would one day confuse spontaneity with genius. (73, emphasis mine)

· Twitter, Facebook
· chat rooms, blogs

· wikis

· fact vs. opinion 

· what’s true, verifiable

· what’s just a matter of judgment

· what is “literature”?

· if anyone can be “published” now, then what determines greatness?
