DICTION:  NO “THING”
· DO NOT  WRITE:

· The Next thing to do is…
· The first thing you need is….

· What’s a thing?!

· INSTEAD:

· choose a more appropriate and more accurate verb or noun

· such as those below:

	step

action

procedure

task

assignment

undertaking

move

movement

measure

course of action

duty

requisite

responsibility

obligation


	stage

phase

part

period

point

leg

juncture

chapter

segment


	item

article

object

ingredient

material

utensil

tool

instrument

equipment

appliance

device

implement

apparatus

mechanism




No “a lot” either:
· How many is that?

· meaningless, non-descriptive

· descriptive alternatives:

	· many, several, much

· a plethora, a cornucopia

· numerous, abundant (an abundance), copious, 

· bountiful, plentiful, various

· profuse, generous, teeming, prolific

· more than a few, a number of


Very:
	· extremely, exceptionally, exceedingly

· especially, incredibly, particularly

· dreadfully, woefully, terribly

· extraordinarily, , remarkably, vastly


	· fantastically, tremendously, outstandingly

· unusually, uniquely, markedly, notably 

· superbly, greatly, immensely, enormously

· immeasurably, infinitely

· *not "way"


