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PARTS of SPEECH EXERCISES

NOUNS  Underline all nouns.
Example:  Many nursery rhymes contain hidden meanings.

1) In the election of a new chairperson, the commission voted twenty times.

2) Ben Franklin adopted the name “Poor Richard” to write his almanac.

3) Fifty chickens are cooped up in the pen.

4) The building’s owner wanted to sell, but she could find no buyers.

5) Ticks can live for a long time under the skin.

6) The Empire State Building was the tallest building in the world for years after it was built.

7) A general encyclopedia is a collection of knowledge and information on a broad range of topics.

8) The space shuttle’s hull was pecked by woodpeckers.

9) I like oranges, lemons, and tomatoes for their taste and nutrition.

10) A new group of dancers takes the stage each time Mr. Norton rings the bell.

__________________________________________________________________________________________
PRONOUNS  Supply the appropriate pronoun, suggested at the end in brackets.
Example:  Each worker is expected to establish his or her own production goals. [possessive]

1) Myrna is a dancer who knows when ______ is performing well.  [personal]

2) ____________ is welcome at any time. [indefinite]

3) My brother and sister arrived unexpectedly.  I have not seen _________ in more than a year.  [personal]
4) This book is mine; ___________ one is ___________. [demonstrative; possessive]

5) Even Roberto _____________ could not find _______________ own house. [intensive; possessive]

6) ______________ can tell that I have not had any sleep. [indefinite]

7) Neither of the organizations has written __________agenda. [possessive]

8) Pamela did not want to miss the concert, so she bought ______a ticket. [reflexive]

9) __________time will you arrive? [interrogative]

10) The garden ____________I planted last week is parched and dry this week. [relative]
__________________________________________________________________________________________

VERBS  Underline the main verb as well as any helping (modals and modal auxiliary) verbs.
Example:  She could (mod.) not recall (verb) her most recent visit to the doctor.

1) His mother always praised his neatness.
2) Do you know what the purpose of the assignment is?

3) Cheese is good for you, although it is high in fat.

4) The child ran away from the hornets.

5) I know how the money disappeared, but I am not telling a soul.

6) The house burned down before anyone noticed.

7) Please remind me about the appointment.

8) When we arrived at the station, the first person we saw on the platform was our former neighbor.

9) Can you imagine a more beautiful day?

10) He apologized to us for his late arrival.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VERBS:  Irregular and Regular Verb Forms  Find and correct the verb form error.
Example:  I have never ran (run) so hard in my life.

1) We had drove fifteen miles before Mark told us about the money had lose gambling last week.  

2) Many people have swum across the English Channel.

3) She had went out with him five times before her parents found out.

4) She sat the keys on the table with such a crash that it woke the cat.

5) I might not won the contest, but I have made a good attempt.

6) If he had went to college, he would have be a great scholar.

7) Once he got his first paycheck, he begun to work in earnest.

8) After the argument, she did left just as she said she would.

9) The mattress catched on fire because the person laying on it was smoking.

10) She was afraid to rise her hand, for she did not want to give a wrong answer.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VERBS:  Verb Tenses  Choose the correct verb tense.
Example:  Before the end of the week, we (will draft, will have drafted) four versions of our department’s budget for next year.

1) I turned down the heat, but the pie (runs, ran) over in the oven anyway.

2) It is difficult to predict what we (were doing, will be doing).

3) We were having trouble remembering that Na (is, was) the symbol for the element sodium.

4) In Terry Tempest’s story “In Cahoots with Coyote,” Coyote (embodies, embodied) the traditional “trickster” hero.--In William Shakespeare’s play Hamlet, the title character, Hamlet, (embodies, embodied) the prototypical Shakespearean tragic hero

5) Since the eleventh grade, Leslie (has worked, had worked) two jobs to save money for her college tuition, and now that she (has been graduated, had been graduated) from high school, she plans to keep them.

6) Yesterday, I bought a mountain bike to ride to classes, but I (forget, forgot) to wear my helmet the first time I (rode, had ridden) it and (got, gotten) a ticket from a campus police officer.

7) We had walked out of the boring concert before it (ended, had ended).

8) (Growing up, Having grown up) in a big city, Clark was pleased when his boss (decides, decided) to transfer him from Smallville to Metropolis.

9) If I ever need free advice, I (know, knew) where to get it.

10) As the years passed, we (realize, realized) that we would never leave the farm.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VERBS:  Verb Tenses-2  Find and correct the verb tense error.
Example:  We usually combine business and pleasure when we traveled (travel) abroad.

1) They will not take a vote until all the committee members will be seated.

2) Stephen King confessed, “Some people looked away when they see an accident, but I like to study such things.”

3) They were owning the business for twenty-five years.

4) Battles used to be fought with battering rams and siege engines, which are used to penetrate castle defenses.

5) During last week’s Monday Night Football game, the quick-tempered head coach was so angered by the lineman’s poor call that he had thrown the Gatorade bucket onto the field.

6) I believe that more banks failed during the 1980s than went bankrupt during the Great Depression of the 1930s.

7) By the time we arrived at the open house, the real estate agent found a buyer.

8) Kathy Lee was planning on shopping at the Tornado Alley Mall, but the stormy weather report was frightening her into staying home.

9) Because we arrived at the social gathering an hour early, the hostess had put us to work polishing silverware and setting the table.

10) We have tried to live by the rules our parents had taught us to live by, but college life offers many distractions and temptations.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

VERBS:  -ed Endings  Find and correct the verb ending error.
Example:  When I open (opened) the drawer, I saw the red sweater I had been missing for a year.

1) The new edition of the textbook has correct the errors found in the sixth edition.

2) Because she has had four years of Italian in high school, she was able to skip to the advance course in her freshman year of college.

3) After eight hours, he had accomplish his goal of sanding the entire face of the house.

4) The school board decided to postpone the senior prom due to the tragedy.

5) Once the after-dinner conversation turned to the war, the soldier’s wife excuse herself from the table and sat on the front porch.

6) Each time they skied down the North Face of the mountain, they risk their lives but savor the adventure.

7) Sheila, portraying Lady Macbeth, nervously rehearse her lines in the Green Room mirror before she stepped onstage for the opening night performance.

8) Dennis asked his dentist, “Which is the prefer brand of toothpaste?”

9) Before I enrolled in the eight o’clock English class, I use to stay up until three in the morning watching television.

10) “This country was founded by immigrants and is still being form by them,” argued the politician stomping for votes in the Latino community.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ADJECTIVES  Be creative and supply the appropriate adjectives.
Example: We were confused by the one-way streets on our way to the new theater.

1) They had to prepare ___________ bedrooms because their ___________ aunt and ___________ grandmother were coming to visit.
2) My ___________ dog has been very ___________ since I took her to obedience school.

3) ___________ paper was supposed to be on a ___________ novel.

4) After a __________ night of studying, we were not very __________ at the next morning’s class.

5) They had to wade through __________ water to reach the __________ boat tied to the __________ dock.

6) The __________ money was stolen by a __________ thief wearing a __________ bandanna.

7) Near the __________ downtown center, the __________ house stood as testimony to a __________ past.

8) I bought a __________ postcard to tell my __________ sister that I missed her.

9) Do you like __________ bread or __________ bread better?

10) The crate was too __________ for Joanne to carry up the __________ stairs.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

ADVERBS  Be creative and supply the appropriate adverbs.
Example:  The newly hired operator had much trouble keeping the calls straight.

1) I had to hire someone to organize my files __________.

2) The painting was a __________ remarkable achievement.

3) The swallows return __________ to Capistrano every March.

4) He was running out of time, so he had to write __________ in his blue test book.

5) The concert attracted __________ one hundred thousand people on a __________ chilly June night.

6) They found the river rushing __________ over its banks and had to drive __________  __________ over the bridge.

7) Justin watched __________ as Noah asked his date to dance.

8) The old house creaked and moaned as we __________ attempted to open the front door.

9) I thought I would __________ hear the words “The doctor will see you __________.”

10) The team closed out the series in a __________ dramatic fashion.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PREPOSITIONS  Supply the appropriate prepositions.
Example:  We drove across the continent in five days.

1) The sailors returned home weary __________ the voyage.
2) We looked __________ the edge at the green valley below.

3) I have never known true peace __________ now.

4) __________ the long night, the loving father sat __________ his ailing baby’s side.

5) __________ the bridges flowed a teeming river.

6) She approached the airline pilot’s test __________ fear.

7) We could see the car coming __________ the bend but could do nothing to avoid it.

8) The concerned parents requested an appointment __________ the principal __________ their son’s grades.

9) My sister acts __________ a martyr when she is asked to do housework.

10) When the temperature fell __________ zero, we decided to cancel our hike __________ the mountain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

CONJUNCTIONS  Supply and label (CC or SC) the appropriate conjunctions.
Example:  When Jean visited her uncle during spring break, she took the train to Montreal. (SC)

1) Vera had looked forward to reading the new novel, __________ she was disappointed that it was so boring.

2) Lukas crept quietly toward the deer and fawn __________ he wanted to take pictures of them.

3) She tried to sleep __________ the sound of sirens diminished.

4) We cannot bring any food to camp; __________, we will receive mail only twice a week.

5) __________ visitors lined up outside the museum entrance, officials tried to decide whether to open the doors early.

6) I do not have time to enter the photo contest; __________, I have not taken very many quality photos recently.

7) Some people say that the city should shut down the entire block, __________ others say that that would be too inconvenient.

8) The student from Columbia missed __________ her family __________ the warm weather.
9) __________ the students did not study for the grammar test, they received poor grades.

10) Jake likes skiing __________ baseball __________ skydiving.

________________________________________________________________________________________

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT  Choose the correct verb that complies with the agreement rules.
Example:  All of the students (go, goes) home for the weekend.

1) Nobody (know, knows) when the new skateboard park will be built. 

2) The coach, as well as the captains, (lead, leads) the pep rallies. 

3) She and I (talk, talks) every day about her garden.

4) There (is, are) five reasons for you to vote this year.

5) Another group of candidates (has, have) dropped out of the race because of the scandal.

6) The district attorney, along with her assistants, (plan, plans) to attend the press conference.

7) My strong feelings about a multicultural curriculum (has, have) not changed.

8) Because everyone in the four classes (want, wants) to attend the play, we will have to hire two busses.

9) Peas (is, are) his favorite vegetable.

10) A group of us (drive, drives) to the beach every Sunday; most of us (show, shows) up at work with a sunburn on Monday.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT  Find and correct the S-V agreement error.
Example:  One of the orchestra members were (was) responsible for introducing the conductor.

1) There was an otter and three whales at Point Lobos yesterday.

2) Her grades is the only thing that matters to her parents.

3) The home unit of the soldiers who were lost last week are throwing them a party.

4) At the start of the movie, from the depths of the seas emerge a magnificent whale.

5) Does the butter and sugar go into the bowl before the flour?

6) Ethel and her friends Mildred and Alice was shooting baskets when the rest of the team arrived for practice.

7) The sociologist's views of a company man is very harsh.

8) The process of negotiation, coming after months of accusations and threats of violence, were surprisingly smooth.

9) My mother's collection of Wedgewood vases are on display in the lighted cabinet.

10) At the top of the mountain stands several tiny flags, monuments to the climbers who persevered.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT  Find and correct the S-V agreement error.
Example:  Neither your cat nor your dog are (is) permitted out of the yard without a leash.

1) Every river and stream is flooded after a week of rain.

2) Recycling or bringing trash to local dumps are recommended for trash removal.

3) Either the sculpture or the paintings is intended for the foyer.

4) For several seconds after the curtain came down, there were neither clapping nor cheering.

5) Several cookies in the last batch were burned.

6) Each doctor and nurse were on the alert for signs of infection in the burn victims.

7) The safety and comfort of the passengers were his overriding concern.

8) Less special effects in a movie mean lower production costs.

9) Neither Pat nor Sharon think anything of walking five miles after work.

10) Her mother or her sisters usually babysits once a week so she can do errands.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

SUBJECT-VERB AGREEMENT  Find and correct the S-V agreement error.
Example:  Each of the committee heads want (wants) the vote to be taken tonight.

1) A number of mountains in Colorado are over 114,000 feet tall.

2) Either of her teachers were willing to give her credit for effort.

3) A great deal of pain and suffering were a natural by-product of the explosion.

4) The dance troupe were not ready to perform, and it showed.

5) The wrappings from a hasty lunch was left on the desk.

6)The equipment for painting the bridges were left on the side of the road overnight.

7) Rivers of Steel were printed in big, bold letters on the cover of my new novel.

8) Twenty years of commuting by subway between Brooklyn and Manhattan were more than I could take.

9) The protesters who march every day in front of the governor's mansion seek a pardon for the woman convicted of murdering her husband.

10) The number of stranded cars on the expressway increase with every hour that the snow continues.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PRONOUN FORMS  Find and correct the errors in pronoun forms.
Example:  Who is going to ask the question, you or me (I)?
1) Is it "okay" for you and I to go to the play today?

2) Our lockers are clean; their's are a mess.

3) Albert thinks that no one can better than him. 

4) For a sundae to satisfy both him and me, it must have a great deal of whipped cream.

5) He did not like me singing along with the radio.

6) As far as us seniors are concerned, the semester is over. 

7) He wants to show the museum to the visiting ambassador and I.

8) I have wanted to paint the house for more than a year.

9) My leaving the concert early was not nearly so bad as your heckling the band members.

10) Because of Walter, Agatha, Oliver, and I, we will forfeit the game.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PRONOUN REFERENCE  Find and correct the errors in pronoun reference.
Example:  She put a can of soda next to the pencil and reached for it (the can) reflexively as she pored over her books.
1) I received a letter from the bank concerning a bounced check, but they did not answer the phone when I called to explain.

2) In Tim O’Brien’s work, he recounts in many different forms his experiences in Vietnam.

3) After an adventurous first lesson, Jose told Bruce that he would never learn to drive.

4) In the newspaper article, it says that children today spend more time watching television than their parents did.

5) I planted a bush in the garden next to the house; now I just remember to water it every day.

6) The novels of Nadine Gordimer and Andre Brink explore the consequences of Apartheid in the country where they grew up:  South Africa.

7) When my flight was cancelled and I missed my connection, they put me up in a hotel and gave me vouchers for cabs and meals. 

8) The doctor asked whether my life had been stressful lately; it was a typical case of headaches and indigestion, she said.

9) As soon as Christina saw Angela, she told her that she had made the dean’s list.

10) The cat pawed at the mouse, and then it scooted back behind the curtain.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

PRONOUN REFERENCE  Find and correct the errors in pronoun forms.
Example:  Either my father or your uncle is coming on the camping trip, and they (he) will need a sleeping bag.

1) All students must know his or her Social Security numbers.

2) In their year-end report, the company gave their stockholders the bad news.

3) Every job applicant is required to state whether they have been convicted of any crimes in the past five years.

4) Everyone on the boys’ soccer team is responsible for keeping their own uniform clean.

5) The committee head asked either Nadja or Suzanne to use her tape recorder to tape the morning meeting.

6) All a person can do is their best.

7) The panel surprised us with their imaginative proposal.

8) A police officer must be ready to defend himself at all times.

9) Anyone who thinks they can get away with cheating should think again.

10) When an architect designs a house, he must first understand the lifestyle of his clients.

__________________________________________________________________________________________

