DESCRIPTION—OUTLINE TEMPLATE

I. INTRODUCTION
	GENERALIZATION:
* Introduce your subject with a Generalization, Quote, Quip, Question, or Statistic.
· If describing your vehicle, generalize about vehicles.

· If describing your kitchen, generalize about kitchens.

· Generalize about your Dominant Impression.

*  “Everyone,” “Most people,” Most of us”

* Mind your Pronoun Reference.
	

	NARROW TOWARDS YOU:
*  “Some” 
* “Others” 

	

	YOU:
* The “I” should flow logically from the “Others;” they should be related somehow—opposites, parallels.

*  “However, I …”

*  “As a matter of fact, I, too, …”


	

	“TIP YOUR HAT”:

* Mention that other impressions exist.

* These are minor impressions.

* This forces you to answer in your thesis:  
Why this impression?

* “Some impressions my room creates include ….”
	

	THESIS:
*TOPIC + MAIN IDEA + SUPPORT*
* The “main idea” is your Dominant Impression.

* The “support” is the 3 aspects of the room/car you will be describing.

* “However, the dominant impression of my car is ….”
* “However, my room is mostly ….” 

· Why this impression?  
· It is the dominant, most obvious, strongest, #1 impression.
	


II. BODY PARAGRAPH #1

	TOPIC SENTENCE:

* Repeat first two-thirds of your thesis.
* Identify the 1st aspect of your car/room.
* “One aspect of my room that suggests ‘feminine’ is the bed.”

“The first part of my car that screams ‘Junk Mobile’ is the exterior.”


	

	EXPLAIN:
* explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your reason, trait, or type

* clarify
* specific, descriptive characteristics, traits


	

	EXAMPLES:
* Be DESCRIPTIVE.
* Do not LIST.

* Do not rely solely on the sense of sight.

* Use synonyms for your Dominant Impression.

* Use related adjectives and adverbs.


	

	Clincher Statement:

· repeat main idea of the paragraph

· not a word-for-word repetition
· Warrant Statement:

       * Relate your example to your point*

       * Thus, Therefore, Hence
· segue to your next point
	


III. BODY PARAGRAPH #2
	TOPIC SENTENCE:

* Repeat first two-thirds of your thesis.

* Identify the 2nd aspect of your car/room.

* “In addition to my bed, another aspect of my room that suggests ‘feminine’ is the wall.”

“The second part of my car that screams ‘Junk Mobile’ is the interior.”


	

	EXPLAIN:

* explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your reason, trait, or type

* clarify

* specific, descriptive characteristics, traits


	

	EXAMPLES:

* Be DESCRIPTIVE.

* Do not LIST.

* Do not rely solely on the sense of sight.

* Use synonyms for your Dominant Impression.

* Use related adjectives and adverbs.


	

	Clincher Statement:

· repeat main idea of the paragraph

· not a word-for-word repetition
· Warrant Statement:

       * Relate your example to your point*

       * Thus, Therefore, Hence
· segue to your next point
	


IV. BODY PARAGRAPH #3
	TOPIC SENTENCE:

* Repeat first two-thirds of your thesis.

* Identify the 3rd aspect of your car/room.

* This is the most important aspect.

* “In addition to my bed and wall, the most obvious part of my room that suggests ‘feminine’ is the dresser.”

“The last part of my car that screams ‘Junk Mobile’ is the trunk.”


	

	EXPLAIN:

* explain briefly—in a sentence or two—your reason, trait, or type

* clarify

* specific, descriptive characteristics, traits


	

	EXAMPLES:

* Be DESCRIPTIVE.

* Do not LIST.

* Do not rely solely on the sense of sight.

* Use synonyms for your Dominant Impression.

* Use related adjectives and adverbs.


	

	Clincher Statement:

· repeat main idea of the paragraph

· not a word-for-word repetition
· Warrant Statement:

       * Relate your example to your point*

       * Thus, Therefore, Hence
· segue to your next point
	


V. CONCLUSION
	FULL CIRCLE:

* Refer to opening generalization, scenario.
* Refer to your purpose.

	

	THESIS:

* Repeat thesis (not the exact words).
* Repeat the aspects of your room/car. 

	

	ADDITIONAL POINTS:

* Add additional points to clarify.
* Mention other impressions that were less important than that discussed in the Body

* One last chance to convince, persuade.

	

	CLINCHER SENTENCE:
* Write a single sentence to signal the end to this essay.
* Make it relevant to the essay’s topic, purpose, audience.
* If you just described your car as a Junk Mobile, then look forward to the day when you will be able to trade it in.
* “While my car is a Junk Mobile, I will soon get a high-paying job with my college degree, and then I will be able to afford a new car that I can be proud of.”
	


