INTRODUCTIONS EXERCISES

GENERALIZATIONS:

To practice drafting Introductions, write a generalization AND a thesis for each topic. For example, an essay on your vehicle could begin with “Most college students need a car to get around.”

1) CAR:
2) ROOM:
3) PLACE:
4) MIP:
5) TEACHER:
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
THESES:

Follow the formula: topic + main idea + support.  For example, a thesis on your car could be “My gray 1988 Oldsmobile Omega is a ‘Bondo buggy’ in terms of its exterior, interior, and trunk.” 
1) CAR:
2) ROOM:
3) PLACE:
4) MIP:
5) TEACHER:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
DEDUCTION:
Use the “four pronouns” approach to outline an introductory paragraph for an essay on your car. Use the generalizations and theses from above.  For example:  “Most college students need a car to get around. Some of us have newer cars. Others have older vehicles. My car, unfortunately, is an older, ugly car with more rust than paint. Thus, my gray 1988 Oldsmobile Omega is a ‘Bondo buggy’ in terms of its exterior, interior, and trunk.”
1) EVERYBODY (Most of us, most people)

2) SOME
3) OTHERS
4) ME (+ thesis)
__________________________________________________________________________________________

TRANSITIONS EXERCISE
Write transitional sentences that will function as topic sentences for the Body paragraphs in your essays. You should have three transitions per topic.  The “support” from the thesis statements will be the issue of your topic sentences.  Formula: transition + topic + main idea + one support.  For example:  “One aspect of my car that makes it a ‘Bondo buggy’ is the exterior.  Another feature on my car that makes it a ‘Bondo buggy’ is the interior.  The most obvious part of my car that screams ‘Bondo buggy’ is the trunk.”

1) CAR:

2) ROOM:

3) PLACE:

4) MIP:

5) TEACHER:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

CONCLUSIONS EXERCISE

To practice drafting Conclusions, write a clincher sentence for each topic; relate these clincher sentences to the above theses. For example:  “Hopefully, when I am graduated from college and find a full-time job, I will be able to trade my ‘Bondo buggy’ in for a vehicle that I will not be embarrassed to drive in public.”
1) CAR:
2) ROOM:
3) PLACE:
4) MIP:
5) TEACHER:
