STEPHEN KING:
· We all are mentally ill

· We are daring the nightmare

· To show that we can

· That we are not afraid

· That we can ride this roller coaster

· Re-establish our feelings of essential normality

· We go to have fun

· “fairy tale” horror film intends to take away the shades of gray

· To be a kid again

· Urges us to put away our more civilized and adult penchant for analysis and to become children again, seeing things in pure blacks and whites

· To provide psychic relief

· To allow our emotions a free rein or no rein at all

· To exercise those anti-civilization muscles

· To share in the insanity of man (as opposed to the brotherhood of man)

· To become the potential lyncher

· To exercise & exorcise our emotions & fears (Aristotle’s “catharsis”)

· To maintain the status quo of civilization

· This type of movie “appeals to all that is worst in us”
· Our morbidity unchained

· Our most base instincts let free

· Our nastiest fantasies realized

· Horror movies lift “a trap door in the civilized forebrain and [throw] a basket of raw meat to the hungry alligators swimming around in that subterranean river beneath [. . . because] it keeps them from getting out, man. It keeps them down there and me up here.”


TODAY’S GRAPHIC HORROR MOVIES:

· technological advancements in film-making (more real special effects)

· special effects (b/c we can)
· desensitization

· the “gator” needs more

· media (newspaper, 6pm news) = too graphic ( desensitization

· a reflection of our over-indulged & violent society

· war, violence, hatred, insanity

· reality = too scary, movie = escape 

· “whatever” “anything goes” generation

· the dumbing down of American culture:

· inability to think for ourselves, have to see it all

· lack of imagination, on our part

· lack of imagination, the writers 
· bad writing, “nothing new under the sun” 

· competition between film-makers, one-upmanship (for money/profits, notoriety)

· lessening of movie laws (obscenity, MMPI)

· natural evolution of movies

· give the people what they want

· curiosity

· morbid fascination

· “romance” (on a date, get close)

· peer pressure (not afraid)

· mystery

· contrast with older movies (set apart)

· for a laugh, a good time, fun

· with sex, nudity (rat brain: sex & violence)

· to be scared = to feel alive (heart beating faster)

OTHERS:


machismo


testosterone


thrill, rush, joy ride


good time 


romance, great ice-breaker








