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Class Essay

The Cafeteria at Luzerne County Community College Is like a Big City

All colleges and universities have a cafeteria. Some are deserted like ghost towns, while others are bustling like Times Square. Similarly, the cafeteria at Luzerne County Community College (LCCC) is hectic like a big city. Most students and staff at LCCC will at some point visit the cafeteria, either to get a tasty meal or to catch up on our busy day. Some people will go to socialize and relax while others go to do homework or eat. The cafeteria at LCCC is much like a big city from the busy grill area, to the long lines at the register and the crowded seating area. This room is booming with activity. 


LCCC students and faculty start their cosmopolitan adventure in the grill area of the cafeteria. The line into the grill is the same as anxiously waiting in the crowded stop-and-go line for toll booths to get across the heavily congested George Washington Bridge into New York City. We grab our hard plastic tray, which clatters similarly to a rail line off in the distance. Once in the line for the grill, we look intently at the  menu as we decide what we will order, as most of us would use a map to guide us in a metropolis to our destination. For example, we would go downtown and order a hero or head uptown and have a grilled chicken sandwich. As in the big city we must make a decision quickly, as not to hold up the flow of bustling traffic, so we decide to go uptown for a hot dog. We are currently at the counter of the grill, which looks like a freeway for our food tray. Here we see the grill with the steam rising as it would from street grates, tall ovens and glass windows similar to skyscrapers. Here is where we get our greatest sense of the grill area. We smell the aroma of grilled hot dogs and crispy golden brown French fries just as if we were next to a street vendor in Central Park. Our mouths water as we can almost taste the melted stringy cheese steak sizzling on the grill. We place our order. The cafeteria workers, like traffic cops, fill our order to keep the traffic moving as quickly as possible. Thus we head to the next borough of the city.   
In addition to the grill, another aspect of the cafeteria that is like a big city is the checkout line. While waiting in line, we can almost taste the crisp, grilled hotdog anticipating the snap upon biting into it.  When standing still, preparing payment, we can all hear the hustle and bustle around, as if taxis and buses were blaring by. Crowds of people bump into us, as if we were walking down Broadway.  People grumbling in the background, waiting to pay, like the honking horns crossing a toll bridge. We hear the change dropping into the register, like the sounds of coins being tossed into the collection baskets at the toll booth. We pay for our lunch just as if we paid our toll, now we can hit the fast lane to our seat as the final part of our visit begins.
After passing through the several backed-up intersections of the crowded lunch line and busy toll booths where we pay for our food, we are able to speed things up a bit. We are now entering onto the fast-paced highway that is known as the seating area of the cafeteria, resembling a metropolis. The loud roar of people's conversations, laughter and arguing is almost comparable to that of a busy commuter highway. Chairs are constantly screeching, mimicking tires squealing, because LCCC students are always on the go. This is by far the most bustling part of the cafeteria; with the perfect mix of smells from food burning and garbage, to the sight of people crammed together, crashing into one another, tastes of different foods, and the sound of people interacting with each other. This mixture is almost enough to wake the dead! Now we can start our commute home.
As we have illustrated, the cafeteria at Luzerne County Community College is much like a big city, booming with activity. We are always caught up in the hustle and bustle of the cafeteria. Whether it is the sights and aromas of the grill, the toll booth lines at the registers, or the crowdedness at the tables in the seating area, we are surrounded by the energetic atmosphere of a big city. The cafeteria is a place that is full of lively activity from open until close. The food and environment brings about the characteristics of life in the megalopolis. After a tiresome day on campus, the cafeteria is a great place to socialize and end our visit to our version of the Big Apple.
