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The Luzerne County Community College Cafeteria Is like a Zoo


Most people feel that a daily visit to the Luzerne County Community College (LCCC) campus cafeteria can prove to be an interesting experience.  Some people enjoy the communal atmosphere, while others can become overwhelmed by the rush.  Time spent in the LCCC cafeteria can be utilized to eat lunch, study for exams, or simply to observe the diverse environment.  Various impressions of the cafeteria range from welcoming and appetizing, to daunting and unpleasant.  However, the prevailing impression is that the cafeteria at LCCC is like a zoo in terms of its busy food preparation area, lengthy checkout line, and congested seating section.   
The cafeteria at LCCC resembles a zoo in the aspect of the food preparation area. The alluring smell of greasy food draws in the ravenous students to the immense cafeteria. The growls and grumblings of the famished scholars sound peculiarly close to those of untamed beasts.  All of the students line up single file so close together that they sometimes release the odors similar to those of animals entrapped in cages. The students pace along the never-ending line on the outside of the glass display cases, just as the animals remaining behind their iron bars anxiously wait to be served. The grey haired lunch ladies slop what they call food onto the maroon trays just as zoo keepers heave piles of meat at the carnivorous animals. The dreadful food of the cafeteria mirrors the food at a zoo with its unappetizing aromas and even worse tastes. Hence, the LCCC food preparation area bears a striking resemblance to a zoo. 
In addition to the hectic serving area, the register area is another place that suggests the atmosphere of a zoo.  There is a long line of impatient student species waiting for the cashier like hungry beasts wait to be fed by animal caretakers. The clanging of the cash register is like a gorilla rattling its cage. The body odor of the people in line resembles the scent of an elephant’s dung pile.  As the students leave the checkout, they feel the nasty goo on the bottom of the counter that resembles the slimy skin of a dolphin.  Therefore, the register area suggests zoo-like characteristics.

Moving past the prep line and the check out, the dining area also resembles a zoo. The visitors hear the clamor of people talking and eating, which sounds like a horde of penguins at the aquarium. Students attack their food like a pack of hyenas pouncing on their prey. It’s surprising how fast some students can eat. At times, the smell of all the food is so overwhelming that it makes your eyes tear up as if walking through the monkey exhibit. The tables feel smooth just as a sting ray would at the petting area of a zoo. Much like the food vendors provide at a zoo, the cafeteria food often tastes cheap but is quite costly. Thus, the dining hall generally portrays the image of a zoo. 

The LCCC cafeteria has a welcoming and inviting atmosphere but can also bring about unpleasant experiences.  The food preparation area is very active, the lunch line seems to be never-ending, and the seating section is extremely crowded like the chaotic atmosphere of a zoo. The cafeteria resembles a zoo in the way that the students, faculty, and staff act like wild animals just to obtain a bite to eat. All of this combined makes for one interesting lunch. Even though it may seem hectic, the cafeteria can be a good place to visit for a social, diverse, and entertaining environment.

