CHOPPINESS Exercise:  

Use coordination, subordination, or a relative clause to combine these short, choppy sentences.
1.
My husband and I went camping for the first time.

It was an experience.

The experience is one I will never forget.

2.
We borrowed a tent.

We borrowed a propane stove.

We borrowed them from my brother-in-law.

3. 
We arrived at the campground.

We chose a spot.

The spot was where we could pitch our tents.

4.
We had forgotten to bring the instructions for setting up the tent.

We had to put up the tent using a trial-and-error process.

The process took us four hours.

5.
The tent suddenly collapsed.

It was nearly dark.

We had to put it up again.

6.
Later, we had difficulty making dinner.

The stove at first refused to light.

The food refused to cook.

7. 
We finished cleaning up.

We were exhausted.

We crawled into our sleeping bags.

8.
A brief rain awoke us that night.

We were so tired.

We soon fell asleep again.

9.
Morning came.

We were damp and miserable.

10. 
We had learned the important lesson.

It was that “roughing it” was too rough for us.

________________________________________________________________________

ANSWERS:

(1) My husband and I went camping for the first time, and it was an experience that we will never forget (coordination AND relative clause).  (2) We borrowed a tent and a propane stove from my brother-in-law (coordination).  (3) When we arrived at the campground, we chose a spot where we could pitch our tents (subordination AND relative clause). (4) Because we had forgotten to bring the directions for setting up the tent, we had to use a trial-and-error process, which took us four hours (subordination AND relative clause). (5) When it was nearly dark, the tent suddenly collapsed, so we had to put it up again (subordination AND coordination). (6) Later, we had difficulty making dinner because the stove at first refused to light and the food refused to cook (subordination AND coordination). (7) After we finished cleaning up, we were exhausted, so we crawled into our sleeping bags (subordination AND coordination). (8) A brief rain awoke us that night, but we were so tired that we soon fell asleep again (coordination AND relative clause). (9) When morning came, we were damp and miserable (subordination).  (10) We had learned the important lesson that “roughing it” was too rough for us (relative clause).

