WRITING ASSESSMENT TEST
All students in English 030 will be required to take and pass an impromptu writing test during the 15th week of the semester during regular class periods.  Taking and passing the WAT will be a requirement for completing English 030 and receiving a grade for the course.

· Purpose:  The purpose of this test is to demonstrate that students can write clearly, functionally, and effectively even when they do not have extended time for pre-writing, planning, drafting and rewriting.  Such a competency is an important ingredient of a college program.
· Topics:  Topics will be announced one week prior to the test date.

· LENGTH:  One hour.

· Requirements:  Minimum length of 300—400 words (3—5 paragraphs). Also, student essay should display the following characteristics:  a clear thesis, clear focus and content, adequate development using standard methods, sentence variety, and appropriate word choice.  While some mechanical errors may naturally occur, these should be limited so as not to interfere with the writer’s purpose.  A dictionary may be used, but students may not bring an outline, rough draft, or any notes.

· Evaluation:  The WAT will be evaluated by one reader, an instructor in the English

Department other than the student’s own.  The reader will mark the essay PASS (5, 4) or REPEAT (3, 2, 1).  Consult the Departmental Holistic Scoring Guide below.

· Consequences:  Students will be notified of the results by their instructor. Students who do not pass will receive a D or F grade and will be advised to retake English 030.

CHARACTERISTICS of EFFECTIVE WRITING
1) STYLE:
· effective word choice

· variety of sentence structures

· sentence sense

2) ORGANIZATION:

· logical transitions between sentences and paragraphs

· paragraphs contain one subject

· introduction and conclusion are evident

· organizational method is maintained

3) CONTENT:

· information and ideas are specific to the topic

· information and ideas show development of the topic

· information and ideas are relevant to the topic

4) FOCUS:

· establishes and maintains a clear purpose

· sustains a single point of view

· exhibits clarity of ideas

5) CONVENTIONS:

· sentence completeness

· mechanics, spelling, capitalization, punctuation

· syntax:  S-V agreement, pronoun reference, …
HOLISTIC SCORING GUIDE
PASS

	5
	4

	precision and variety in sentence structure and word choice
	some precision and variety in sentence structure and word choice

	logical and appropriate organization
	appropriate organization

	specific and illustrative content
	adequate information and details relevant to the topic

	clear focus
	adequate focus

	some mechanical and usage errors
	mechanical and usage errors not severe enough to interfere significantly with the writer’s purpose


FAIL
	3
	2
	1

	complete sentences with limited variety and word choice
	lack of sentence variety and word choice
	no control of sentence variety and/or word choice

	demonstrates some logical order or sequence of ideas
	inconsistent, confused organization
	absence of organization

	limited information and details relevant to the topic
	superficial content limited to listing, repetition of ideas
	absence of relevant content

	identifiable but vague focus
	confused focus
	absence of focus

	illustrates some repeated weaknesses in mechanics, usage, and sentence completeness
	repeated weaknesses in mechanics and usage that seriously interfere with the writer’s purpose
	severe mechanics and usage errors that make ideas difficult, if not impossible, to understand


