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______________________________________________________________________________
 I. Prerequisites:
Placement according to entrance exam and writing sample evaluations.

______________________________________________________________________________
II. Course Description:
A basic  review of grammar is coupled with intensive practice in sentence recognition and development (patterns). Clear communication in everyday situations is included. Grammar and communication skills are combined with the ultimate goal of writing short paragraphs.

______________________________________________________________________________
III. Course Goals:
This course provides students the opportunity to:

1. Create grammatically correct and coherent sentences.

2. Use a variety of sentence patterns in written expression.

3. Create written paragraphs using writing as process methods.

4. Create organized paragraphs containing topic sentences and appropriate support.

5. Employ proofreading techniques to produce paragraphs that conform to Standard English grammar, punctuation, and spelling.

______________________________________________________________________________
IV. Student Learning Objectives or Outcomes:
Upon successful completion of this course, students will be able to:

Goal 1:

1A. Translate ideas into coherent sentences

1B. Create sentences using Standard English grammar, punctuation, and spelling. 

Goal 2: 

2A. Identify simple, compound, complex and compound-complex sentences. 

2B. Use various sentence types appropriately for variety and emphasis in written expression.   

Goal 3:

3A. Use a variety of prewriting techniques to generate topics for writing.

3B. Use strategies of drafting, revising, and editing to produce clear, effective, and interesting writing. 

Goal 4:

4A. Express a main idea as a topic sentence.

4B. Plan a unified, coherent, and effective development of a topic sentence. 

4C. Support a topic sentence using specific evidence and concrete detail.

Goal 5:

5A. Edit a paragraph to include complete and correct sentence structure.

5B. Edit a paragraph to include appropriate and correct grammar, punctuation, and spelling.
______________________________________________________________________________

V. Sequence of Topics:
1. Sentence

a. parts of speech

b. patterns of speech

2. Paragraph

a. writing as process methods

b. paragraph structure

3. Vocabulary

______________________________________________________________________________
VI. Assessment and Grading:
The following are acceptable assessment methods for this course:
1. Within the first week of class, each student will provide a writing sample to assess her or his current writing skills.

2. Portfolios

3. Minimum 6 revised/edited paragraphs

4. Drafts

5. Quizzes

6. Tests

______________________________________________________________________________
VII. References, Resources, and Learning Materials:
Recommended Texts:

· Sentence Skills: A Workbook for Writers, Form B. John Langan.

· English Brush-up. John Langan and Janet M. Goldstein.

Additional References:  Dictionary, Thesaurus
Required Equipment:
  None

Computer Software: 
DISKETTE (save everything)
